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Congratulations on your recent acquisition of a Basset
Hound! As an organization of over 1,000 members
dedicated to the well-being of this breed, the Basset Hound
Club of America would like to help you enjoy your new
purebred dog to the fullest by providing you with some basic
information.

If you would like to learn more about your Basset or the
BHCA organization, please refer to the bibliography at the
end of this brochure (also see the order form). To Breed or Not 

New owners frequently ask, “Shall I breed my dog?” The
answer is complicated, for there is much to consider. Breeding
is not a casual undertaking. All breeds have genetic defects
which can be passed along from parent to puppy. The Basset is
no exception. Responsible knowledgeable breeders know these
problems and strive to avoid them when selecting mates.
Breeding is a commitment. You must have a good
understanding of the breed standard and what health problems
exist. You must study canine structure and movement. You
must breed only the best and be prepared to spend considerable
time, effort and money. Bassets may have several major health
problems, some of which can be detected through testing
(bleeding disorders, glaucoma), and others to which he may be
predisposed including bloat and immune deficiencies.

There are many theories on the evolution of the Basset
Hound and there is much literature available. Basset
enthusiasts will avail themselves of all the materials. The
word “basset” is derived from “bas,” low. We know that the
breed was developed to serve man as a trailer of small game,
most probably originating in France. The dog’s value lay not
in his speed of pursuit of game, but in the cleverness with
which he worked out a nearly cold scent, his scenting powers
being second only to those of the Bloodhound. And his
deliberate approach ensured his use and enjoyment on foot of
both the aristocracy and laboring class. 

Bred to follow prey, the Basset’s basic hunting instincts
remain today in varying degrees. However, he is equally at
home as a beloved companion. Basset fanciers are proud of
this breed’s adaptability and versatility. Many have tracked
with them, trained them for obedience, and tested their
hunting abilities by field trialing. 

And, of course, one must be very careful with temperament for
this trait is also hereditary and the dog or bitch with known
temperament problems should not be used for breeding.

The breeder who encourages the AKC Limited Registration, a
spay-neuter or non-breeding agreement, is the one who
understands the over population problem and has concern for
the future of the breed.

Old wives tales regarding the benefits of breeding abound.
They are just that—old wives tales. You will have a healthier,
happier pet if he or she is neutered or spayed.  Your dog’s
disposition will not change adversely with alteration. In fact,
you will have a more polite house pet who will not be apt to
wander or leave his mark on your couch or cabinets if
neutered. And having a litter is in no way beneficial to a
female; in fact, it can lead to problems, even death. It is fact
that spayed bitches often live longer and have fewer health
problems than unspayed females.

Breeding dogs is a real responsibility. One must have
knowledge of what makes top quality animals, understanding
of pedigrees and genetics, and have proper facilities to keep
and socialize puppies and to take them back, if the situation
demands.  Also financial resources for shots, food and
unfortunate medical emergencies.

Regular veterinary care, vaccinations, and proper diet are
essential to maintaining a healthy dog. Given proper care and
nutrition, coupled with regular exercise and grooming, you
can expect your Basset to live 10 to 13 years, some even
longer. 

Take Him to Obedience 
Elementary obedience training is essential to make your dog
the best possible companion. In addition, the time you spend
with your dog will create an eternal bond between the two of
you. Your Basset wants to please you more than anything.
Look for puppy kindergarten to advanced obedience classes
near you. Kennel clubs often run such classes as a public
service.
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The average size of a Basset litter is 6 to 8, though 10–12
also occurs. The pet population is a serious problem in all
breeds today. Bassets are being produced by indiscriminate
breeders in unhealthy environments and with serious health
problems which are likely to cause much financial and
emotional stress for the owners. Many dogs are put to
death annually in animal shelters, and Bassets share in
those statistics. You would not want to contribute to this
problem.  

As with all American Kennel Club recognized purebred
dogs, there is an approved breed standard for Basset Hounds.
The standard of perfection is a word picture of how the
Basset should look, move and behave. All responsible
breeders strive to produce dogs that conform to this breed
standard. Bassets with serious deviation in appearance,
structure, movement and temperament should never be bred.
A copy of the standard may be found in several books
devoted to the breed, or may be obtained from the BHCA
Web site: www.basset-bhca.org/Finding/Discover1.htm. 

The Basset Hound Owner's Guide is a 113 page book on how you can
give your Basset Hound the best possible care. The Coloring Book (21

pages) teaches kids about caring for their new Basset Hound.

The official and best guide to owning
a Basset Hound–Published by
the Basset Hound Club of America (BHCA)

If you would like to learn more about your Basset
Hound, BHCA has written the Basset Hound Owner’s
Guide, which is invaluable in answering the many
questions people have about this fascinating and unique
breed. The Owner’s Guide discusses personality and
physical traits of the Basset, proper training, grooming
and health care and also discusses the many areas in
which you can participate with your Basset Hound. 

Owners have the option of completing a series of
workbook questions based on important information in
the Owner’s Guide and can receive a Certificate of
Completion if they send their completed exercises into
the Basset Hound Club of America. Also available is
the Basset Hound Coloring and Activities Book for
kids, which helps teach children the correct way to care
for a Basset Hound.

Activities
The American Kennel Club allows altered dogs to
participate in Obedience, Rally, Tracking, and Junior
Showmanship, but not in Conformation classes. For
information about the American Kennel Club, write them
at 8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC
27617-3390.

For activities near you, contact:
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ORDER
FORM

Please send me. . .

Coloring and Activities Book  ($10.00)Basset Hound Owner's Guide ($18.00)

Name

Address

City

Phone number

State          Zip

Email

Send order form to: Mrs. Susan Smyth, 1101 Old York Road, Burlington, NJ 08016-3831, Email: OldYork2002@aol.com
Make check payable to BHCA-BHU.  Allow 2 – 3 weeks for delivery.

Sue Smyth, phone 609-387-3027
Basset Hound Club of America
Email: OldYork2002@aol.com


