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Perspectives WRITERS’ GUIDELINES

Thank you for your interest in contributing to Perspec-
tives. Following are guidelines we ask our contributors to
follow. They simplify our jobs as editors and yours as
writers and help us produce a quality publication while
enabling us to get Perspectives out on time.
•Write for your audience. Perspectives is prepared

by and for AKC Delegates who represent a wide vari-
ety of member clubs through the country. Our read-
ers are very knowledgeable dog people.

• Be certain that any facts in your article are accu-
rate.Double-check them. Clearly state when a statement
is your own opinion.

• Whenever possible and appropriate, try to include
input/quotes from others who are experts on
your topic. Always attribute any quote to its original
source.

• Articles should be submitted typewritten or
electronically, via e-mail. Solicited articles should
be sent to the committee member who requested the ar-
ticle. Unsolicited articles should be submitted to the

Issue Coordinator for the upcoming issue OR the Editor.

•We suggest articles be approximately 300 to
1000 words in length.

• Do not rely entirely on spelling and grammar check-
ers as they do not proof word usage. After prepar-
ing your article, read it once more before
submitting it. Use a dictionary to check word
meaning and spelling.

• Send in your article as early as possible. Sub-
missions will be due by the 15th of the month follow-
ing each Delegates Meeting. If your article arrives
after the issue deadline, it will likely not be used in
the current issue and may be returned to you or held
until the next issue.

A submission to Perspectives may not be reproduced
in other publications for a period of one year with-
out the written permission of the author and the
Perspectives Editor.
Again — thank you for your interest. Without you,
there would not be a Perspectives.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Perspectives is a publication for, and written by, the Delegates, with
an occasional article solicited by Editorial Board members ONLY
from acknowledged experts in their field. It is a forum for the ex-

change of ideas, for argument, for news. Through this medium, we hope to become better informed and, thereby, better equipped
to fulfill our responsibilities as Delegates. Your contributions are welcome, and necessary, in making this publication a useful
enterprise. Please assist the Editorial Board by submitting material via e-mail. We reserve the right to reasonably edit all copy
submitted. Opinions expressed in Perspectives are not necessarily representative of the views of the Editor, the Perspectives
Editorial Board, or of the American Kennel Club.

Sylvia Arrowwood, Charleston Kennel Club

Dick Blair, Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club

Crecia Closson, Lakes Region Kennel Club

Diedre E Gannon, Lakes Region Kennel Club

Don James, Leonberger Club of America

Dr. Gerry Meisels, St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association

Dr. Geno Sisneros, American Pomeranian Club

Daniel J. Smyth, Esquire, (Chair) Burlington County Kennel Club

Monica Henderson Stoner, Saluki Club of America

Sylvia Thomas (Secretary), Kennel Club of Riverside

Sherry E. Wallis, (Editor) Akita Club of America

Lynn Worth-Smith, Vizsla Club of America

Perspectives
The Delegates’ Newsletter

The coordinator for the June 2015 issue of Perspectives will be Don James.
Please email articles directly to him at dcjames1@gmail.com with a copy to

Sherry Wallis at sherry@sherob.com by April 15, 2015.

mailto:sherry@sherob.com
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With the elections upon
us, Perspectives once

again features the candi-
dates’ answer to a question
posed by the committee
members. We hope reading
these will help you towards
a voting decision.

One of the holiday visitors at our house was In-
fluenza. Dealing with it took up several weeks of
my life, during which I did pretty much nothing.
From what I’ve heard, a lot of us had a visitation of
either the flu or some virus that led to terrible
bronchitis. 

Health issues and the holidays have taken up a lot
of everyone’s time, and it’s reflected in the size of
this issue of Perspectives, which is a little slimmer
than usual. Nonetheless, we do have some excel-
lent articles that of fer new approaches to some
chronic issues.

Don James introduces us to new procedures that
offer an alternative to traditional spaying and neu-

tering, and Sylvia Thomas introduces us to a new
Delegate whose work with Skye Terriers covers
many aspects of the Fancy. 

The December Legislative Caucus had so much
valuable information to impart that I summarized it
for this issue. Mike Houchard’s excellent tutorial,
Lobbying 101, will be online once the new website
changes are finalized, but for now, it’s summarized
here.

Colleen McDaniel tells us about the new ques-
tionnaire coming out about performance events,
while the Field Trial and Hunt Test Events Commit-
tee adds their statement about the use of electronic
collars in training. 

We’re all looking forward to spring and with the
March elections out of the way, it’ll be time to con-
centrate again on the issues facing the Fancy and
AKC. Don’t keep your thoughts to yourself! Please
put them on paper and send them to the issue coor-
dinator for the June issue or any member of the
Perspectives Committee. 

Stay safe and healthy. 

SHERRY WALLIS, Editor
Ed
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Thank you
to the March 2015 Perspectives Coordinator, Crecia Closson.

Her hard work made this issue possible.
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Each year, the members of the Perspectives Com-
mittee pose a question to the upcoming candi-

dates for the AKC Board. Each candidate is given a
copy of the question at the December meeting and
asked to submit an answer by the deadline for the
March issue of Perspectives.

The only corrections or changes to the submitted an-
swer are those which make the formatting uniform,
such as changes to the typeface size and style. Oth-
erwise, the statement is presented exactly as it is sub-
mitted and cannot be more than 500 words. 
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THE CANDIDATES ANSWER

The strength of the AKC should be its clubs.
Yet clubs often refer to the AKC as “they” vs.
“us”. What are “they” doing? Why are “they”
making it more difficult to hold events, etc.
What would you propose doing to engage
the support of clubs and more importantly,
what would you do to institutionalize the
belief that clubs are the vital part of the AKC?

QUESTION
Each of the five nominated candidates received this:

The responses, on the pages that follow, are arranged
in alphabetical order by the candidate’s last names. 
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As the only board member currently active in
Companion Events (I am an Obedience judge,

trainer and exhibitor, and cross-train dogs in
Agility and Tracking), I am particularly sensitive to
the importance of our clubs. Over 80% of obedi-
ence entries result from trials that are held by All-
breed and Specialty clubs, which makes them
crucial to the growth of Obedience. 

In 2014, Companion Events entries totaled
more than 1,400,000, against over 1.5 million in
Conformation. The Board needs to continue
working with clubs so that they continue to offer
events, and I can help in that effort; working with
AKC staff during the past few years, we have
been trying to help clubs recognize the impor-
tance of adding newly introduced obedience
classes to their event schedules, without adding a
ring or an extra judge.

The AKC’s 600 member clubs are already
“institutionalized” as a “vital part of the AKC” by
the “Charter and Bylaws of the American Kennel
Club”, (Articles III and IV). The corporate gover-
nance system establishes the significance of the
clubs through the structure of membership
requirements, the delegate system and the role
of the standing committees. Unfortunately, not all
clubs are represented at the delegates’ meetings,
and that is something we should try to improve.

In the past few years, the board has ramped up
efforts to communicate more effectively with
clubs. In his Chairman’s Letter of November,

2012, Alan Kalter recognized the role our clubs
play in getting the message out to the public. He
talked about Meet The Breeds and remarked:
“This year, 14 AKC clubs, the Connecticut Dog
Federations, and the Massachusetts Federation
of Dog Clubs joined the chorus of “Hey kids, let’s
put on a show!” He pointed out that “an impor-
tant differentiator for the AKC” is its more than
5,000 clubs. 

AKC’s Chairman and Vice Chairman have held
meetings with the delegate’s coordinating com-
mittee to discuss a variety of topics and issues
related to our clubs. The AKC’s web site features
“AKC Communicates Weekly”, which includes
“Clubs in the News”, and the board has reviewed
a new feature that will allow clubs more exposure
on the site. The AKC Community Achievement
Awards recognizes clubs for their efforts to sup-
port public outreach, education, and responsible
dog ownership.

In addition, board policy encourages board
members to reach out to our clubs and “to attend
at least four events per year”, outside of their
local area if possible. I have spoken at meetings
of Greenwich KC, Putnam KC, and South
Windsor KC; and participated in Responsible
Dog Ownership events in Hartford, CT. I have
also attended field trial events in Maryland, and
Connecticut. I welcome any thoughts you may
have on how we can continue these efforts. In
the meantime, you can learn more about my
involvement at: www.robertamen.com.

THE CANDIDATE’S ANSWER
ROBERT AMEN, Port Chester Obedience Training Club
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http://www.robertamen.com
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It is easy to propose solutions, but making the
“We”,” they” and ” us” a reality is another matter.
Rather than complain, here are some of my sug-
gestions to these questions that offer solutions. 

The AKC sport needs more litters and more dog
registrations. AKC clubs need younger members
and new exhibitors. What drives the sport and
helps make it more successful for AKC and AKC
clubs are three fundamental activities: titles,
awards and recognitions. Without them not much
happens. Our clubs need support from AKC and
good ideas that can make a difference. Here are
four I think  fit that description: 

1. Junior showmanship. Future participants of
the sport 

2. MY AKC- a free tool for breeders 
3. Best Practices –What clubs do well that others

could copy
4. Electronic mailings by Zip codes - notices

about meetings and events  

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP
In 2013 I began a study to see what we can learn

about juniors and how we can grow this program.
More than 1,300 juniors participated. We learned
many things already. For example, most juniors
believe that the most important thing is winning
however, AKC data shows that juniors in the ring
are declining each year. The first two reports

about the Junior Survey and our findings were
published in Perspectives in 2014. 
Topics to be addressed by an informal group of
interested delegates will include: 
1. The significant gender difference (85% girls vs.

15% boys)
2. The definition of success. Should winning be

everything? Is the message right? (Win vs. lose)
3. The person who brings the junior was a family

member for only 50 % of the juniors. Why?
4. Should winning drive juniors to participate or can

achievement become a new element? 

MY AKC
free on the AKC website. First developed in 2009
as a tool for breeders. It now needs updating. It
could be a place for: special pedigrees with club
titles and awards; a place for online litter registra-
tions in three minutes; an informational library of
special articles about: breeds, clubs, health, nutri-
tion, management and care.

BEST PRACTICES 
What clubs do well that others could copy has
been tried but not marketed. Clubs with good
ideas need better ways to share information.
Clubs that struggle and need help should be able
to contact an AKC person who gathers and dis-
tributes ideas and information. The Executive
Field Representatives, AKC Event Staff, club dele-
gates and officers should all be included in the
sharing of best practices. This kind of information
might include: how to attract new members, time
management on show days, revenue ideas and
sponsors, cost saving methods etc. 

ZIP CODE NOTICES ABOUT MEETINGS
AND EVENTS
These are emails from AKC computers aimed at
reaching the public and new owners in your area.
My own club tried this in 2013 with great success.
We doubled our attendance and entries and
attracted a few new members. This project is
under development and in the future will help
clubs reach more potential exhibitors and mem-
bers. 

THE CANDIDATE’S ANSWER
CARMEN BATTAGLIA, German Shepherd Dog Club of America
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The strength of the American Kennel Club IS its
clubs, which ARE the vital part of the organiza-

tion. Who controls the By-laws? — The Delegate
representatives of the member clubs. Who estab-
lishes the Rules? - The Delegate representatives of
the member clubs. Who elects the Board of Direc-
tors? — The Delegate representatives of the mem-
ber clubs.

I find it difficult, if not impossible, to refer to the
American Kennel Club in terms other than “we” or
“us”. The “us” vs. “them” mentality only seems to
rear up when there is a significant disconnect
between an individual (or a club) and the adminis-
tration of the organization (AKC Board and/or
staff)…and when the disconnects are not
addressed. When one addresses a problem, one
starts to resolve it. But, in order to address it, we
must bring it to the fore. Solutions do not magi-
cally appear and issues do not resolve themselves
without discussion.

We have an excellent mechanism for discussing
issues and ideas, and for putting forth solutions…
the Delegate Standing Committees. The AKC
Board must be ready and willing to listen and react
to the concerns of its constituents - The Delegate
representatives of the member clubs.

We are a democratic organization – the majority
rules. If a rule, regulation, policy or process is
deemed — by the majority — to be inappropriate
or overly oppressive, the solution is simple. Just
change it. Change is never instantaneous, but it

certainly won’t occur unless the process is initi-
ated. 

And who can bring about change? - The Delegate
representatives of the member clubs. 

THE CANDIDATE’S ANSWER
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, Springfield Kennel Club
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The AKC is indeed its clubs and their members.
They make our entire sport, in every venue,

possible. Although many people earn significant in-
comes from AKC events, clubs and their members
do not. Most clubs are not-for-profit. Volunteers put
on their events. 

The love of our sport, and dedication to dogs, at
every level, is what drives clubs and their mem-
bers. We delegates, also serving as volunteers,
share that same motivation. It is this common pas-
sion that ultimately defines AKC.

Our mutual devotion to the well being of dogs,
and the health of our sport for the next generation
of fanciers, is our common bond, whether delegate
or club, board or staff member. It is only by
remembering that common passion that AKC and
event-giving clubs and their members will find
peace. 

AKC must show its support and understanding of
club’s needs by deeds, not rhetoric. AKC finances
have shifted drastically in the past 15 years. No
longer do pet registrations pay for everything we
could ever want. 

As income declined, costs were shifted from
AKC to fanciers. Registration fees were raised,
service fees were levied and AKC event fees were
imposed. With those fees came an underlying atti-
tude from fanciers that AKC was motivated simply
by money. Thus, the “they” and “us” culture was
driven.

Further, AKC now sanctions many new and dif-

ferent competitions, often times dictating to the
event giving club the how and why, leaving little
room for local choice. The NOHS mandate is such
a situation. The “they” and “us” culture deepens.

As a board member I have always acknowl-
edged and respected the overwhelming contribu-
tion AKC clubs and their volunteers make to the
very existence of our sports and breeds. 

Local event-giving clubs and their volunteers
should be supported financially in advertising
their event to the public, helping AKC deliver its
overall message. I have advocated for years,
unsuccessfully, an AKC matching funds program
for event-giving clubs to rent local billboard space
advertising their event, their club and the AKC
message. AKC needs to support clubs in telling
their neighbors that AKC dogs make wonderful
pet companions and exciting participants in AKC
events. I believe in such a grass-roots investment
of AKC’s marketing and advertising dollars.
Sometimes local low-tech answers are still the
best. 

AKC needs to financially support club’s rescue
programs. Rescue and foster-care programs of
parent and local clubs constitute the biggest net-
work of “forever homing” in the world. AKC
should be contributing to that network by sup-
porting parent and local club rescues. That was
the recommendation of the 2002 High Volume
Breeder Committee that I served on. It remains
my recommendation today.

Clubs are frustrated dealing with a bureaucratic
AKC overladen with regulations. I have long
advanced simplifying AKC requirements for every-
thing, including event approvals. There are too
many events interfering with each other. There
are too many barriers to success when dealing
with AKC. Those barriers must topple.

AKC clubs are our lifeblood. We need to help
“them” like “us” again.

THE CANDIDATE’S ANSWER
STEVEN GLADSTONE, Greater Naples Dog Club
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The “us” versus “them” response of member
clubs is a fairly typical response to governance

bodies responsible for working both for its mem-
bership and the larger organization. I’ve often seen
a similar response in departments or programs in a
University who see the various governing units as
doing something to them, whether it is the Board,
the Administration, or the Faculty Senate.

This response is engendered in constituent
groups when the governed feel, rightly or
wrongly, that the input they are offering to the
governing body or bodies is being ignored. I
believe that providing as much transparency as
possible in the decision making process is one of
the more effective ways of combating the “us”
versus “them” response. 

This requires that all of us need to work at com-
municating with each other about the issues that
the AKC is currently confronting. Ways need to
be provided to member clubs, licensed show giv-
ing clubs and the fancy at large to offer input to
the board about the issues the fancy sees as
important, and to offer direct feedback to the
board as it considers changing policy.

One way that I see this as being possible is for
members of the board to engage with the broad
constituency via town hall meetings. As most del-
egates know, board members receive a travel
allowance. If, as a board member, I am going to
attend a show using these funds, it would seem
practical to work with the show or cluster chair to
set up a time for a town hall meeting. Additionally,

for those of us still actively engaged in attending
and participating in shows, a similar process
could be employed to find a time when exhibitors,
club members and others could raise issues and
concerns and discuss with the board member var-
ious policies under consideration.

In addition to this means of keeping in touch
with the broader constituency, the delegates need
to keep their club’s membership informed about
the discussions occurring in committees and in
the delegate meetings. If the delegates are keep-
ing their clubs informed, we need to offer the
opportunity for the delegates to quickly offer
comment. While the Delegate List can serve
some of this purpose, a direct email link could
also be established, so that any delegate can offer
thoughts and insight without necessarily having
to do so publicly. 

Above and beyond the opportunity for town hall
meetings, the Board needs to provide information
to the delegates, and to all clubs that offer AKC
events, through frequent communication either
by email, or other outlets including Facebook and
Twitter, concerning what is happening within the
board room around issues of policy. Included in
these communications needs to be a way for per-
sons to comment and respond. Again, it is rela-
tively easy to set up such channels, and I would
encourage this.

By increasing communication, we can get away
from the current “clubs” vs “board” mentality, and
reestablish the belief that clubs are a vital part of
the AKC.

THE CANDIDATE’S ANSWER
DR. GREGORY PAVEZA, Elm City Kennel Club
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As breeders and owners
of dogs, all of us have

dealt with the issue of
spay/neuter at some point
in our history in the fancy.
Whether it’s advising new
puppy owners on recom-
mended timing if such sur-
gery is to be performed or it’s making the decision,
as a breeder, to have the procedure performed your-
self, there are many theories on what might be the
best time to have it done.

For every article promoting the positive effects of
putting off the procedure (such as, 

http://www.caninesports.com/uploads/1/5/3/1/15
319800/spay_neuter_considerations_2013.pdf )

You’ll find another that argues against that position
(http://www.columbusdogconnection.com/Document-
s/PedRebuttal%20.pdf ).

An article that fairly examines both sides of the
issue can be found in the February 2013 issue of the
magazine Whole Dog Journal (http://www.whole-dog-
journal.com/issues/16_2/features/risks-benefits-spay-
neuter-your-dog_20685-1.html) But, what if you
didn’t have to worry about negative effects of early
spaying or neutering? What if there were proce-
dures that would allow you to enjoy the benefits of
spaying or neutering without the drawbacks that
have been cited in many studies similar to those
cited above over the past few years?

There are.
What follows is an overview of an article pub-

lished on the website http://healthpets.mercola.com,
a site founded and maintained by Dr. Karen Becker.
This is taken from an interview Dr. Becker recently
conducted with Dr. Michelle Kutzler, an expert in
animal reproductive physiology. Dr. Kutzler has de-
veloped spay procedures that preserve the ovaries
in bitches and a companion surgery for males using
injections to accomplish the neutering. In both
cases, the goal is to perform an effective procedure
without the side effects that typically accompany
this surgery.

OVARY-SPARING SURGERY
Dr. Kutzler’s procedure is referred to simply as a

hysterectomy, as it removes the uterus but leaves

the ovaries intact. In many ways,
the surgery is not dissimilar to
the currently popular routine sur-
gery which removes both the
uterus and the ovaries (an ovario-
hysterectomy). 

Alternative surgeries similar to
the procedure developed by Dr.

Kutzler have been used for years in European coun-
tries where the pressure to spay/neuter has never
approached what we’ve seen in this country. In fact,
in several Scandinavian countries (Denmark, Swe-
den, Norway and Finland), spaying or neutering is
prohibited by law unless deemed medically neces-
sary. 

Their rationale is based on over 10 years of study
which have shown time and again the importance
that the ovaries play in the overall health of a bitch.
Many studies have shown that early removal results
in a significant increase in the occurrence of certain
cancers (hemangiosarcoma & osteosarcoma)
among bitches that were spayed early on.

Dr. Kutzler first began working on this procedure
when she began to see so many recently- spayed
bitches being brought in suffering from urinary in-
continence. The only viable option for treating this
issue was a drug know commonly as DES (diethyl-
stibestroil). The problem with DES is that a dog’s
bone marrow is sensitive to the effects of estrogen,
so DES had to be administered very carefully to
avoid lost production of bone marrow.

Dr. Kutzler has performed many such surgeries
and has created a video of the procedure for use by
any veterinarian who wishes to learn the technique.
But, even she admits that it may be a while before
we see Vet schools including instruction for this pro-
cedure as they routinely do for learning to perform
an ovariohysterectomy.  She is working with the
AVMA to let her begin teaching the procedure at
conferences put on by this professional organization.

It is important to point out that a bitch receiving
this surgery is still going to go through her regular
estrous cycles. In that sense, it does not prevent her
from being attractive to a male. So, the normal pro-
cedures should be followed to keep any intact males
away from such a bitch even though she is unable to
conceive.

SAY NAY 2 SPAY?
DON JAMES, Delegate Leonberger Club of America
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http://www.healthpets.mercola.com
http://www.whole-dog-journal.com/issues/16_2/features/risks-benefits-spay-neuter-your-dog_20685-1.html
http://www.whole-dog-journal.com/issues/16_2/features/risks-benefits-spay-neuter-your-dog_20685-1.html
http://www.whole-dog-journal.com/issues/16_2/features/risks-benefits-spay-neuter-your-dog_20685-1.html
http://www.columbusdogconnection.com/Documents/PedRebuttal%20.pdf 
http://www.columbusdogconnection.com/Documents/PedRebuttal%20.pdf 
http://www.caninesports.com/uploads/1/5/3/1/15319800/spay_neuter_considerations_2013.pdf
http://www.caninesports.com/uploads/1/5/3/1/15319800/spay_neuter_considerations_2013.pdf
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JAMES, cont’d

NON-SURGICAL STERILIZATION IN MALES
Let’s move on to the males. There is a parallel pro-

cedure that is much less invasive and much less
traumatic for the dog. It is also performed with
much greater frequency than the procedure for
bitches described above. It involves intratesticular
injections to accomplish the sterilization. I know this
sounds awful, but read on. 

There is a drug now on the market called Zeu-
terin, a zinc based solution which is injected directly
into the testicular area. It can be completed on any
dog over 3 months of age. General anesthesia is not
required and it can be completed in many cases
without further chemical intervention. 

The only downside is that the shots involve some
pain in that area, but not the type of pain that you
might expect. It’s caused by the presence of the ad-
ditional fluid from the drug which tends to build up
pressure inside the area and is a very temporary sit-
uation. 

The liquid causes a degeneration in the area
where germ cells (cells that will become sperm
cells) are manufactured. Basically the result is an in-
ability to continue to create sperm cells rendering
the dog incapable of reproducing without the usu-
ally associated loss of testosterone. The cells which
produce this hormone are unaffected by the proce-
dure.

The second procedure is a vasectomy. This is a
much more difficult surgery than the typical castra-
tion. Much like ovary-sparing surgery in bitches, it
is not a common procedure and it is not, at this
time, part of the standard veterinary school curricu-
lum.

I believe there is ample evidence out there that
early traditional spay/neuter procedures are more
harmful to our dog than they are helpful. I hope this
article has shed light on some new ways to ap-
proach safer sterilization procedures for our dogs.
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Recent media attention regarding the AKC’s posi-
tion on the use and acceptance of electronic col-

lars seems to have caused confusion, which our
Committee will seek to clarify. At a July 2001 AKC
Board meeting, the Board opined as follows:

“The AKC recognizes that special training col-
lars may be an ef fective and useful manage-
ment device, when properly used, for controlling
dogs that might be extremely active, difficult to
control on the neck collar, or dog aggressive.
These collars are also recognized as possibly use-
ful for gaining control at the start of basic obe-
dience training, essential education that dogs
deserve and need. There is a point at which
owners should have suf ficient control of their
dogs to manage them on regular neck collars,

without the use of special training collars. This
is the point at which dogs are acceptable on the
grounds of AKC competitive events and will
have the opportunity to participate in those
events”.

Note the above emphasis on training. Electronic
collars that provide stimulation are not allowed at
any AKC event.

It is important to remember that individuals train
their dogs for participation in varied events and pur-
poses (field, obedience, rally, agility, conformation,
search and rescue, military service, etc.), utilizing
widely differing training methods. Our freedom of
choice in how we achieve our goals is a fundamental
part of dog ownership, and knowledge is key to un-
derstanding the many and varied methods to prop-
erly use electronic-collar devices. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO E-COLLARS
By the Members of the AKC Field Trial and Hunting Test Events Committee
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E-COLLARS, cont’d

Electronic collars are a
safe and effective training
aid used properly by
many dog owners and
trainers. They are invalu-
able in the field, as well as
in underground electronic
fencing, bark control, and animal aversion (snake
proofing, deer chasing, skunk avoidance, etc.)
areas. There can be a long distance element to an
electronic collar, and one can be used to indicate
praise. 

Most training methods center on repetition and
rewards (praise/treats). The use of an electronic
collar does not take the place of basic training. The
collar simply provides a means of reinforcement
once a task has been learned. It should never be
solely a vehicle for discipline. 

It is beyond the scope of this article to attempt to
explain the best methods for utilizing an electronic

collar, but the Committee strongly
suggests that a novice trainer seek
guidance from a knowledgeable
skilled professional as well as attend-
ing an appropriate seminar. Not all
methods are the same, and it is the
individual dog owner’s responsibility

to use sound judgment in selecting the method that
suits his or her skills and the dog’s temperament
and drive. 

It should always be borne in mind that an elec-
tronic collar does not train the dog; this is the re-
sponsibility of the handler. A collar simply provides
a safe and effective tool to reinforce a learned skill.
Simply placing a collar on an uninitiated, untrained
dog is futile because the dog has no understanding
of what it is supposed to do. 

In conclusion, remember the electronic collar is
an effective training tool provided it is used cor-
rectly by a knowledgeable and educated trainer. 
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At the December meeting in
Orlando, I had the good for-

tune to visit with a new delegate,
Stephen Hersey. By way of get-
ting to know Steve, I asked some
of the questions we “curiosity
seekers” have on our “need to
know” list. 

How did you become involved in
dogs? How long ago was that? 

Steve and his wife, Elaine,
became involved with dogs over
30 years ago when they pur-
chased their first dog, a
Pembroke Welsh Corgi. Shortly
thereafter, they purchased their
first Skye Terrier. Elaine started
showing, and Steve became her
kennel help (familiar story)! That
arrangement lasted about a year.

Steve went to a show and
watched obedience. He was
hooked He took the Corgi to her
CDX title. She was eight or so at
the time and really couldn’t jump
any more, so he retired her and
went back to the conformation
ring. Then, he and Elaine pur-
chased their second Skye and
Steve started showing. 

What breed(s) do you have and
how did you choose your first
breed? 

Steve and Elaine have 6 Skye
Terriers. Steve admits he didn’t
choose the breed, Elaine did.
They went to a local show and
walking through the grooming
area, Elaine stopped, pointed
with great excitement and said…

”that is the breed I want!” As they
say, the rest is history.

Who has most influenced you
either regarding your breed, breed-
ing, showing, judging etc.?

According to Steve, the person
that influenced Elaine to get
started in showing was a friend,
Susan Parsons, who owned and
showed Skyes. She was a true
mentor to both Elaine and Steve.
As some years passed, they
decided they wanted another
Skye and having a bitch, they
found a male to breed to. That
was the start of their breeding
program. In Steve’s words, “I
love the breed and we will never
be without at least one in our
home.” 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU…STEPHEN HERSEY
Delegate, Skye Terrier Club of America

SYLVIA THOMAS, Kennel Club of Riverside 
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Electronic collars are a safe
and ef fective training aid,

if used properly
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THOMAS, cont’d

When they purchased
their second Skye, Steve
decided to get back into
obedience. Obedience
became his passion. Then
sometime around 2003, he
started reading about a new sport AKC was promot-
ing, Rally Obedience. Steve went to his first seminar
and just fell in love with the sport. At the time, he
had put CDX obedience titles on three of his dogs
and decided to get involved with Rally. He also
became a provisional judge in 2005 and was one of
the first to receive Rally Novice titles as he took part
in the shows in upstate New York. Steve became
approved to judge all rally classes in 2006.

Are you involved in conformation, obedience, or other
performance events?

Steve’s interests are varied. He has worked his
dogs in agility; he is strongly
involved in conformation,
showing their Skyes to multi-
ple breed and group place-
ment wins. But, he also shows
in obedience and rally. As if

that doesn’t make for a lot of involvement, Steve and
Elaine also have a fourth generation Skye Terrier
that is a certified therapy dog! 

What club do you represent?
Steve represents the Skye Terrier Club of

America (STCA). He became a delegate in 2014 and
attended his first meeting in Orlando this past
December. As you might suspect, Steve knew
Walter Goodman. It was Walter who got Steve inter-
ested in thinking about becoming a delegate. At the
time, Steve was the club treasurer. When the oppor-
tunity came around in 2014, he accepted the nomi-
nation. The STCA is made up of about 135 US and
foreign members.

What do you think is the most pressing issue facing
our sport? Why?

According to Steve, judges are a major issue for
the sport. “Judges are getting older and it seems
that there is not much happening to help prospec-
tive judges get the breeds that they are looking for.”
The need for more judges is a must as it seems at

least in his area that the same
judges just get recycled. 

On the obedience and rally
side not enough is being done
to help new prospective
judges. AKC keeps adding

new classes to obedience and is doing nothing for
the betterment of rally. To become a rally judge you
need a CDX title.” As Steve puts it, “There is no rea-
son in my mind that a Rally Judge cannot judge obe-
dience classes such as Beginner Novice, Grad
novice, Grad open and other optional titling classes.
I don’t understand where a UD title comes into play
here.”

Given the many fronts and issues AKC is facing (anti-
dog legislation, declining registrations, reduced rev-
enue, and competition with other registries), do you
have any ideas about what it should do? 

Steve feels there are too many dog shows. “If
clubs want to continue they need to cluster. AKC
needs to get out there and promote the Junior
Handling; we need new and young blood in our
sport. There is a need for more dog sporting events
on TV. This is a medium that is not used enough. It
is great to show Eukanuba, the Philadelphia show,
and Westminster, but they need to show more of
obedience, agility with non-traditional dogs perform-
ing. Now they award those of us that do Therapy
work. More needs to be shown that AKC is involved
here also. I have a Skye that has its AKC therapy
title. I would love to show him off to more folks. We
need younger folks that have new ideas, and AKC
needs to listen to new ideas.”

When it comes to dogs, what one thing is still on your
“bucket list?” 

Steve didn’t hesitate on this one…. “Winning Best
in Show.”

What can you tell us about yourself that we wouldn’t
already know? 

“I spent four years in the United States Navy as a
radioman during the Vietnam Era. I worked for the
Federal government as a Mechanical inspector on
Nuclear Submarines for 34 years and am now
retired. I have been involved with the sport of dogs
for over 35 years.”

De
le

ga
te

s

There is a need for more dog
sporting events on TV.
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The Field Trial and
Hunting Test Events

Committee is one of two
committees dedicated to
the showcasing events of
individual breeds that
are purpose-bred. The
Herding, Earthdog and
Coursing Events Com-
mittee share this task. Other committees encom-
pass all breeds whether in the conformation ring or
companion events. Events covered by the Field
Trial & Hunting Test Events Committee are re-
ferred to as Performance Events. 

The charge of this Standing Committee is as fol-
lows:
1. To share information and procedures useful to

field trials and hunting test clubs.
2. To find ways of making field trial and hunting

test clubs and their events more ef fective and ef fi-
cient in serving the needs of their members and
their communities. To support the role of field
trial and hunting test clubs and events in
enhancing and preserving the working skills of
the breeds involved.

It is a diverse calling, one that faces many chal-
lenges as dogs doing Performance Events require
other types of animals to show what their purpose
is. Lure Coursing does use an alternate to live ani-
mals in that the dogs are usually chasing a white
plastic bag attached to the lure line. Earthdogs are
going after live game, but it is safely encased in a

protective cage. Herding tests can
use ducks, sheep or cattle. The Field
Trial and Hunting Test Events re-
quire the use of birds and game that
were meant to end up on the table as
dinner or as the removal of pests
that threaten livestock. 

To hold these events it often re-
quires great expanses of land. And

many types of these events also require not just the
land but also adequate bodies of water to showcase
the dog’s abilities. 

As the dog owning public is seeking ways to “do

things” with their dogs it is important to make sure
the events that respect the original purpose of the
dogs are going to still be available. To this end the
Field Trial & Hunting Test Events Committee is
sending out a comprehensive questionnaire to all
Parent Clubs of breeds that are covered by our
Committee and all clubs that host events that are
covered. We are seeking information on how
healthy they are, which includes the availability of
both game and land and members, their accessibil-
ity to the people wishing to partake in their events,
and seeking input on issues that they face. We are
also seeking success strategies and stories to
share. 

Our Committee’s comprehensive questionnaire is
available to any Delegate or AKC member clubs
that would be interested in seeing where we are
headed to encourage and enhance Performance.

PERFORMANCE:  PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE
PURPOSE BRED DOGS
COLLEEN MCDANIEL, Whidbey Island Kennel Club
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that faces many challenges as
dogs doing Performance Events
require other types of animals
to show what their purpose is.
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Missing a meeting is often a case of “you
snooze, you lose.” Fortunately, for those of

you who missed the December, 2014, Legislative
Caucus some of the things that were covered by
participants were just too important not to pass on
to all the delegates.

AKC GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Sheila Goffe of the AKC’s Government Relations

Department (GR) was able to join the Legislative
Caucus members, Nancy Fisk, Patte Klecan, Mike
Houchard, Julian Prager, and me at our usual meet-
ing time, the crack of dawn on the day of the Dele-
gate Meeting. 

Nancy Fisk, our chair, called the meeting to
order. After a moment of silence to remember
Carol Williamson, who is no longer with us, Sheila
reviewed the year’s activities. It was incredibly busy
with more legislation across the country than ever
before. Currently they are tracking 1,600 items, a
record number, with no end in sight.

Some states are still in session, and twenty-two
are accepting pre-filings for 2015. GR has noticed
an increase in mandatory spay-neuter (MSN) pro-
posals. Among these was one introduced in New
York City where anyone deemed to be a pet store
would have to spay or neuter the animal prior to
transfer. 

You might have read Jeff Drogin’s excellent arti-
cle about this proposed ordinance in a previous
issue of Perspectives. He appeared before New
York’s city council to protest the initial provisions,
because, at that point, they applied to anyone who
sold even one dog, and most of the puppies spayed
and neutered would have been less than 8 weeks
old. Sheila testified about this proposal, and eventu-
ally, the council brought it into compliance with the
state definition of a breeder, which is selling 25 pup-
pies in a year. 

Sheila said, “Regardless of what you think of the
pet store definition, this is a dangerous legislation
piece for everyone.” It’s also typical of the AR (ani-
mal rights) strategy of concentrating on anti-
breeder legislation at the lower level whenever it’s
failed to gain a foothold at the federal level. 

That’s why it’s so important that you let GR know
of any proposed items at the state or local level. GR
tries to monitor everything they can, and they offer
support and resources to anyone who needs them.
But her department isn’t going to be able to find
out about local problems without your help.

On a national level, they are following up on the
APHIS rule and the Farm Bill currently in Con-
gress. For both, AKC is concerned with the defini-
tion of a breeding female, because how it is defined
will determine which and how many dog breed-
ers/owners are affected. 

They’ve also supported federal legislation that
would allow dogs on trains. That would help offer
an alternative to flying dogs. 

The subject of transporting dogs brought Sheila
around to the policy statement issued by AKC re-
garding fake service dogs. It reminds people that
there is a reason for service dogs being allowed on
planes. It’s important that dogs flying as service
dogs actually be working service dogs, and AKC is
seriously concerned over misrepresentations. Fake
service dogs create issues for all of us. We are the
leaders of the dog community; we need to lead in
this area.

RULES VS. LEGISLATION
After Sheila’s wrap-up, Julian Prager took the

podium and discussed his work at USDA, where he
is the only person who is really familiar with pure-
bred dog breeders. Since we are certainly stake-
holders in USDA
decisions, it’s high
time we had some-
one who understands
how they affect us. 

He explained that
when Congress
passes a law, it’s only
broadly stated. The
appropriate regula-
tory agency then de-
velops the rules,
based on the agency’s interpretation of the law and
input from stakeholders and other interested par-

LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS REPORT
SHERRY WALLIS, Akita Club of America 

Secretary, Legislative Caucus
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ties. People must then abide by these rules which
are enforced by same agency. 

So, there are chances to influence the end product
all along this process. We definitely saw that for our-
selves quite recently. The sheer numbers and long,
detailed comments made by dog fanciers and breed-
ers had a definite impact on the APHIS officials.
Probably, Julian’s presence at USDA speaks to that.
“When everything is finalized and the proposed rule
has been developed and discussed internally by the
enforcement agency”, Julian said, “it goes to the
general counsel and then up to the general adminis-
trator. From there it goes up to the Cabinet Secre-
tary’s office through the chain of command, and
frequently will go up to the White House for consid-
eration. What comes back may not be the same as
what went up.”

After the rule is finalized, there is, perhaps, still
some flexibility in how the rules are applied. To the
extent of how anything can be developed, govern-
mental agencies look for non-regulatory solutions to
problems and are likely to welcome a viable, non-
regulatory solution to one. So, if you have sugges-
tions for something that will work, you should make
them. These would be policies and procedures that
could be put into place that don’t require develop-
ment of a new rule.

LOBBYING
If you don’t understand how legislation at any

level is developed and enforced, you don’t have any
way to combat or even influence it. Almost everyone
whose attends a public hearing about anything
comes away with the decided impression that al-
though these events are billed as an opportunity for
people to speak, they’re really more window-dress-
ing than fact-finding. By this stage of the game, all
the decision-makers have pretty well made up their
minds and are just going through the motions. 

Julian brought a point made by a speaker at the re-
cent NAIA conference. The most important people
to lobby are probably not the official himself but the
donors, staff, and regulators. He explained that until
the regulations to implement the law are written,
there’s nothing to enforce. 

Another valuable point gleaned from the NAIA
conference was about campaigning for or against a
legislative bill. Almost all of them go to a committee,

which means initially, you don’t have to lobby the
entire body. You can start with the people on the
committee, which is a more manageable task. 

LEGISLATION 101
To tell us how to lobby for your concerns, Mike

Houchard took us through his tips on how to be
successful at it. These apply to all governmental en-
tities, whether they are formulating statutes, rules,
policies, ordinances, etc. When the new revamp of
the AKC website rolls out this spring, the video of
Mike’s presentation will be online. In the meantime,
here is his outline along with a summary of his com-
ments.
1Be the most knowledgeable person in the room.

Do your homework. 
a. Know the background. What problem initi-

ated the proposal and what happened? 
b. Know what group or individual is driving this

action. What are their interests in doing so
and what do they expect? 

c. Know who introduces the proposal (was it a
councilman, commissioner, mayor?)
i. Why did they do this?
ii. What is their relationship to the issue?
iii. Know that person’s relationship to the

governing body, responsible agency, or
department. 

d. Know the process a proposal must follow to
become binding
i. Rules about drafting such as how many

are permitted, who can do it, etc
ii. What is the input process? Are public

meetings required?
iii. How many readings are required
iv. When and how does voting take place?

How many votes are required for passage
v. What happens after enactment? Does it

go to some other agency?

You have to know the background and something
about the parties involved. If the person bringing up
this issue is the mayor’s wife, you may have a lot
more trouble than if it’s something suggested by a
lobbyist from a national organization. You need to
assess what you are up against and understand the
issues. 
2How to influence the decision makers. If you

WALLIS, cont’d
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don’t get to the table, you only get the crumbs
off the floor. 
a. Get to know the rule makers. 
i. Make a campaign donation or

get one from a PAC. Did you
know AKC has a PAC and
you can ask for donations
to a candidate? If you don’t
know who will win an elec-
tion, give something to both
candidates. Being on a
donor’s list and being
a constituent will help
open doors.

ii. Try to keep legislation
at a local level.
Activists with little
support will try to
gain it by bumping their agenda up to a
higher level. The initiating incident is
almost always a local problem, and it
should be solved at that level.

b. Volunteer to help draft or review drafts
before they are finalized. Step up to serve
on a committee.

c. Be reasonable and calm.

People in decision-making positions aren’t any dif-
ferent from any of us. They appreciate offers of
help, especially if they come from someone they
think is knowledgeable and reasonable. If your
offer is predicated on some previous experience, it
will have more weight and is more likely to be ac-
cepted.

Interpersonal relationships are important and so
is the impression you make on others. Decision-
makers deal with a lot of emotional issues. You need
to be the most controlled person in the room and
have a calming effect on the proceedings. If you are
viewed as someone who is calm, cool, and collected,
you’ll make more points than someone who is just
ranting. 

Mike added that you shouldn’t be afraid to say to
a councilman or committee member, “I under-

stand your concerns, that you are in a dif-
ficult position. I understand and am

willing to work with you to develop a
solution.” If you are viewed as rea-
sonable and knowledgeable, they
are likely to take your advice. The
end result might not be exactly what

you want, but you can help steer it in
a better direction.

d. Thank everyone who allows
you to participate and who
helps you.

In closing, he said that all of this
is about interpersonal relations.
“I have a grandson who just
started college, and I tell him that

you have to learn to interact with people. If you
cannot interact, you’ll be ineffective no matter
what you learn.”

Following this excellent advice, several delegates
talked about experiences that supported and elabo-
rated on some of Mike’s points. They stressed that
most times, you are interacting with people whose
views oppose yours, and the best outcome you can
expect is some kind of compromise. 

They also brought up how important other lobby-
ing groups can be and how important it is for us to
support them when they need it. All this information
is important because candidates are gearing up now
for a big election cycle. Kennel clubs should be
looking at the calendar and inviting elected officials
to present trophies. Candidates want all the public-
ity they can get, so this can also help the club gain
some as well. Donated dog-related items back to the
show-hosting or kennel club home area can also be
a good vehicle for publicity and putting club mem-
bers in contact with local officials. 

The time to start planning and working is now.
Don’t let other people’s voices speak for you when
they don’t say things you support. 

WALLIS, cont’d
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