
Spaying and Neutering

Did you know spaying/neutering  could improve

your Miniature Schnauzers health and increase its

lifespan? Veterinary research shows that female

dogs spayed before their first heat have 0.5% risk

of developing mammary cancer. After 2½, that risk

increases to 26% for unspayed females.Congratulatons, you now have a new Miniature Schnauzer. The more

you know about the breed and its unique characteristics, the better

you will appreciate your dog and will be able to provide the care it

needs. You will find that the typical well-bred Miniature Schnauzer is

relatively small in size, but in no way toyish or delicate. When you

pick him up you will discover he is sturdy, heavy, muscular, and

rugged combined with the elegance and beauty of a purebred. He

makes an excellent companion because he is extremely obedient and

quick to learn, is devoted, playful, and affectionate. His alertness

makes him an excellent watch dog. He is spunky and fearless but not

aggressive so that he can run with other dogs. And, like other terriers,

he will go to ground to attack vermin of all kinds. In the suburbs he

should be fenced in or walked on a leash. 

Spayed females also cannot develop ovarian or uterine cancers or

pyometra. In male dogs, early neutering reduces the risk of prostate

and testicular disease and malignancy. Spay or neuter your new

Miniature Schnauzer pet. You will prevent unwanted litters and

avoid messy twice-yearly heat cycles. In addition, you will reduce

roving/marking/aggression aggravated by mating instincts.

Breeding

Please understand that the American Kennel Club registration is not

an indication of a Miniature Schnauzer’s breeding quality or health

background. Even a Miniature Schnauzer that has all AKC

champions in its pedigree may not be a candidate for breeding!

The Standard Before you consider breeding a litter, compare your Miniature

Schnauzer to the official standard, and learn about what its structure,

size, color, and temperament should be. Health issues are important

too, and responsible breeders work to avoid such inherited conditions

as Progressive Retinal Atrophy, cataracts, Myotonia, and urinary

stones. More information is available on the Web site of the

American Miniature Schnauzer Club:

The Breed Standard calls for the Miniature

Schnauzer to stand not more than 14 inches

tall, or less than 12 inches, when measured at

the withers. While generally exhibited with

cropped ears, the standard does not require

cropping. There are three accepted coat colors,

“Salt and Pepper” which is characterized by banded hair, and may be

any shade of gray, “Solid Black,” and “Black and Silver.” The Black

and Silver color pattern generally follows the same pattern as the Salt

and Pepper; however the entire Salt and Pepper section must be

black. Solid White is a disqualifying color in the Breed Standard; it

cannot be shown and should not be bred.

http://amsc.us

A variety of subjects are listed for education about the breed. See the

back page for additional resources.

The American Miniature Schnauzer Club

The American Miniature Schnauzer Club (AMSC) has more than

600 members from all walks of life. Our bond is a love for the

Miniature Schnauzer. The club has three national specialty shows per

year—one in the Spring in a different location each year, one in June

in Long Beach, CA, and one in October in the Philadelphia, PA area.

Characteristics

He is as much at home in the city with a small amount of exercise as

he is in the country where he appears tireless. He easily adapts to any

change of condition or climate. His deepest need, however, is to live

as a part of the family, going where they go, doing what they do. The

Miniature Schnauzer does not shed. While not hypoallergenic, he

often can be enjoyed by persons who are allergic to other breeds of

dogs. In return, the owner must keep him groomed to maintain his

handsome appearance.  

If you live near a regional Miniature Schnauzer club, you are in luck.

Visit a meeting to meet other Miniature Schnauzer fanciers.

Miniature Schnauzer clubs are located in Atlanta, Birmingham,

Boston, Central Florida, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus,

Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Minneapolis,

Northern California, Phoenix, Pittsburgh, Portland OR, St. Louis,

and Washington D.C.. Regional club contact information is listed on

the club Web site.

Diet and Medical Care

It is best to feed Miniature Schnauzers high quality dog foods. While

an occasional table scrap is fine, high quality dog foods are designed

to give the best nutrition and to help your dog live a long and healthy

life. Your new Miniature Schnauzer should have had the best in a

well-balanced diet, proper medical attention, exercise, and

immunizations while with his breeder. This should have included an

eye examination by a veterinary ophthalmologist as there are a few

inherited eye conditions present in the breed.

Actually, most Miniature Schnauzer owners live far away from a

regional club. Should that be your case, ask the national club for

individual contacts in your area. You will discover that AMSC

members love to “talk Miniature Schnauzers” and are very willing to

answer questions about the breed.
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Training 

Miniature Schnauzers are easily trained. Taking your new dog to

puppy kindergarten and beginning obedience classes will help make

him a better pet. You could also use this training to show your

Miniature Schnauzer in obedience or agility at AKC events.

EducationRescue
Many educational materials are available from the American

Miniature Schnauzer Club. These AMSC publications include

handbooks, grooming guides, an illustrated version of the Miniature

Schnauzer Standard, and a breed standard CD. 

One activity that the AMSC wishes there were no need for is

rescue. Many concerned Miniature Schnauzer owners help place

lost or abandoned Miniature Schnauzers in good new homes.

There are not enough of us. The AMSC urges all owners to help

keep Miniature Schnauzers from among the millions of unwanted

pets euthanized in the U.S. each year. You can volunteer at an

animal control facility, be a temporary foster home, or donate

money. You can help too, by suggesting ownership of a rescue

Miniature Schnauzer to your friends who might want to own a

Miniature Schnauzer. Many regional Miniature Schnauzer clubs

have rescue programs, as well as private rescue groups in some

areas. The AMSC has a national rescue coordinator. Deserving

rescue Miniature Schnauzers are available! The cost is usually a

donation to cover the rescue expenses. You can do your part for

rescue by preventing it. 

To order the Miniature Schnauzer Grooming Chart, the Illustrated

Discussion of the Miniature Schnauzer Standard and the breed

standard CD, please contact:

Patricia O’Brien

1703 Russell Way

Roseville, CA 95661-3617

Email: publications@amsc.us

Additional good Miniature Schnauzer reading can be found in

books like:

• Dan Kiedrowski’s, The New Miniature Schnauzer

• A.K. Nicholas’, The Complete Miniature Schnauzer 

• Dan Kiedrowski’s, From Ruffy to Rep

AKC CAR Canine Support and Relief Fund

An important initiative, of which all dog owners should be aware,

is the AKC CAR Canine Support and Relief Fund. It has been

established as a permanent charitable fund with the goals of

providing resources, support, funds, and other assistance to:

1. Not-for-profit Search and Rescue animals and handlers

    participating in rescue and recovery efforts in connection with

    natural or civil disasters.

For Miniature Schnauzer

Information, contact:

AMSC Public Awareness Committee

1703 Russell Way

Roseville, CA 95661

publications@amsc.us

AMSC Secretary

342 Putnam Ranch Road 

West Palm Beach, FL 33406

secretary@amsc.us

2. The not-for-profit veterinary units providing support to the

    canine rescue teams.

3. Not-for-profit animal shelters and similar not-for-profit

    organizations providing care for domestic animals orphaned

    or displaced as a result of natural or civil disasters. 

Protecting Your

Miniature Schnauzer—AKC CAR

Protect your Miniature Schnauzer in case he is lost. Identify him

with a collar and tags; of course, a permanent identification with a

microchip and or tattoo from your veterinarian can be registered

with AKC’s Companion Animal Recovery. A 24-hour toll-free

hotline helps locate the owners. There is a 100% re-homing rate

with enrolled animals. For information call (800) 252-7894.

American Miniature Schnauzer Club members are united in a

common love of the Miniature Schnauzer. Please join us in

encouraging responsible dog ownership.

Tattooing and microchipping a dog is relatively painless and

inexpensive. Other national registries offer similar recovery

services. They include: Visit us on the World Wide Web

at

http://amsc.us

• National Dog Registry: (800) 637-3647

• Microchip ID Systems: (800) 434-2843

• I.D. Pet: (800) 243-9147




