
The Portuguese Water Dog
Club of America

Congratulations on choosing a

Portuguese Water Dog Puppy! ®

Our standard reflects the original fisherman's dog: robust,
medium sized, athletic—a dog who is capable of long
periods of exercise and has excellent swimming ability.  

You are now a member of the growing community of
owners who are dedicated to loving, training, and keeping
our breed in good stead. We hope the following information
will be useful as you get acquainted with your new canine
family member.    
 

Responsible Breeding

PWDCA protects and maintains the good health of the
breed by establishing ethical breeding practices and by
promoting participation in a variety of health programs.
Breeding dogs sound in mind and body that conform to
the breed standard is a basic responsibility of PWDCA
member-breeders. You can learn more about PWD health
information at www.pwdca.org/health/conditions/  
   

National Breed Club

The Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, our national
breed club, was founded in 1972. Its Bylaws include a
mission of encouraging and promoting quality in the
breeding of purebred Portuguese Water Dogs, continually
striving to bring their natural qualities to perfection.

Your dog's breeder should have discussed breeding or
neutering your dog with you. Only dogs that are
particularly good examples of the breed, as defined by the
standard, should be considered for breeding. The terms of
the contract between you and your breeder constitute a
serious mutual responsiblilty. There are good reasons, both
for health and temperament, to spay/neuter your pet. This
decision and its timing should be discussed with your
breeder and your veterinarian.

The PWDCA encourages members and breeders to accept
the AKC approved breed standard as the only standard of
excellence by which Portuguese Water Dogs shall be
judged. 

Breed Standard

A breed standard is written for every recognized purebred
dog. Ours was originally developed in the 1930s under the
auspices of Dr. Bensaude in Portugal. His Algharborium
line had the earliest Portuguese Water Dogs registered with
the Clube Portugues De Canicultura, which is Portugal's
kennel club. The original standard was translated and
minimally revised so that it still defines our breed's
conformation and temperament based on the work for
which these dogs were bred.
 

There is no need to breed any PWD other than the
healthiest, most correct dogs.  

The Portuguese Water Dog Today

In the 1970s, our breed was quite rare. Today more than
10,000 Portuguese Water Dogs are registered around the
world. The standard describes: "This highly intelligent
utilitarian breed is distinguished by two coat types, either
curly or wavy; an impressive head of considerable breadth
and well proportioned mass; a ruggedly built, well-knit
body; and a powerful, thickly based tail, carried gallantly
or used purposefully as a rudder. The Portuguese Water
Dog provides an indelible  impression of strength, spirit
and soundness." 

Historically, the Portuguese Water Dog was a loyal
companion who accompanied the fishermen aboard their
boats. The dog was required to spend long hours working.
Typical jobs included helping with fishing nets and lines,
placing and retrieving traps, or carrying messages to
another boat or to shore. The Portuguese Water Dog was
frequently left to guard the boat and the days catch. 
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Helpful Hints For many enthusiasts, the most special of all the training
and exercise options for your PWD is Water Work. The
PWDCA, as well as regional and local clubs, sponsors
classes and Water Trial competitions. Remember, "The
Portuguese Water Dog is spirited yet obedient, robust
and of unexaggerated, functional conformation; sure,
substantially boned and muscled, and able to do a full
day's work in and out of the water." A fat dog is not a
healthy dog. Contact a local or regional PWD club for
more information on water training. 

Crate Train Your Dog
Crate training your puppy is critical to his and your
family's well being! A crate is neither cage nor prison.
What it should be is a puppy's own private room.
Learning to stay in his crate will aid in housebreaking as
well as provide a safe space for the puppy to be when you
are out of sight. You can take a 'suitcase style' crate with
you when visiting others so the puppy can go along with
the family instead of being left behind. Driving with the
puppy in his crate is safer for him and for you, too. Resources/Publications

The PWDCA on the Internet
Puppy Socialization The Portuguese Water Dog Club of America website

     
 

Portuguese Water Dog puppies need training and
socialization and to experience benefit from play with
other young dogs. Ask your vet, local boarding kennels,
or other dog owners in your area about local obedience
clubs that use positive reinforcement training methods
and allow buckle collars. Some of the best facilities begin
with clicker training. A well-trained puppy will become a
valuable family member. You will be using treats in
training. Remember that treats are part of your puppy's
diet. A well-trained puppy will become a valuable family
member.  

www.pwdca.org
provides access to a great deal of useful information for
new owners. For example, it is easy to become an
Associate Member of the PWDCA: just print the
Membership Form available online, fill it in, and mail it
to the membership chairperson. After your application is
accepted, you can join the members-only PWDCA
discussion list, which deals with all club-related issues
facing owners of Portuguese Water Dogs.

Even without membership in PWDCA or a regional club,
you can join in discussions on every imaginable topic
specific to our dogs by signing up at LISTSERV@
APPLE.EASE.LSOFT.COM. To subscribe to this list,
send a message to the Listserv address. Leave the subject
line blank. The first line of your message should read -
SUBSCRIBE PWD-L Your Name (Replace "Your
Name" with your actual name). You will autmatically be
added to the mailing list and asked to confirm your email
address via a message.
 

Socialization and puppy training are of utmost
importance as puppyhood is the most critical time in your
dog's development. The puppy rearing methods you use
right now will affect your dog's behavior forever.

A properly socialized pyppy is well adjusted and makes a
good companion. It is neither frightened by nor
aggressive towards anyone or anything it would normally
encounter in day-to-day living. An un-socialized dog is
not trustworthy and could be a serious liability. they may
become fear-biters. they may fight with other dogs. They
are difficult to train and are generally unpleasant to be
around. Un-socialized dogs cannot easily adapt to new
situations and a simple routine visit to the vet can become
a nightmare not only for the dog, but for everyone
involved. Don't let this happen to you and your dog. Start
socializing your new puppy NOW!

The PWDCA website provides a wealth of information
on health and training topics. We hope you will want to
read about and participate in the Portuguese Water Dog
Health and Litter Database.
  
You will find a list of regional PWD clubs who can help
you get acquainted with our breed and the opportunities
available to you close to your home. 

Another benefit of membership is receiving the PWDCA's
award winning magazine, THE COURIER.

Visit the AKC website (www.akc.org)  and click on breed
clubs to find local obedience clubs in your area.

Additional information on all aspects of the sport of
purebred dogs is available on the American Kennel
Club's website: 

Exercise
PWDs are active and require supervised exercise. The
AKC provides competition in obedience, agility, rally,
and tracking. Spayed and neutered animals may
participate in all phases of obedience, agility, tracking,
and junior handling, but not in conformation classes.   

www.akc.org

Your new Portuguese Water Dog's life and well being are
now in your hands. We sincerely hope you enjoy your
new companion and use all resources available to make
your dog a healthy, happy, well-behaved family member.

If your dog is intended for breeding, you may want to
take breed handling classes. Taking a well trained dog
into any of these venues provides great reinforcement for
the working "team."

If you do not have Internet access, call for information at
(866) 544-7937 and ask for a package of information to
be mailed to you. 


