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Our progress...

Business  
development 

Workforce development    
Providing Opportunity at Home… 

The Trust Advisory Panel (TAP), which receives money 
through the collaboration agreement, continues to invest 
in the community by supporting people and initiatives that 
make Pinehouse a better place to live. 

An investment in education is an investment in the future. 
The trust continues to focus on supporting students 
through a number of initiatives; elementary and high-
school breakfast programs, library and the Pinehouse 
scholarship. 

Part of a well-rounded education includes fully 
participating in sports and recreation. The trust also helps 
leverage funding for the Pinehouse Arena  sports and 
recreational activities.

Additional funds have supported a community garden 
initiative, Elder’s gathering, Surrey and Haltain River Canoe 
Trips and the Pinehouse Gospel. These types of activities 
promote traditional practices and provided a greater 
learning opportunity for students.

Community  
investment

 In Jan 2019, PBN Labour and Trades Services developed a 
Hazardous Waste Management Program, in partnership with 
Sask Housing, Beaver River Housing Authority and Northern 
Career Quest. The program included working on cleaning 
homes contaminated with asbestos, mold and crystal meth 
residue for several community members. This created several 

The reality of the slowdown in industry has 
impacted the community development training 
program. Over the past several years, many 
efforts have been made to use the resources 
flowing through the collaboration agreement 
to provide opportunities at home.

Community engagement and  
environmental stewardship

contract opportunities for the trainees in both Beauval and 
Pinehouse. All training was completed by the partnership with 
PBN Labour and Trades Services acting as project lead.

Pinehouse Housing Corporation has made 34 homes a reality 
over four years; 13 stand-alone homes have been built, one 
six-plex, four triplexes, a 12-unit elder complex and an arena. 
With the help of the labour services dollars, partnership with 
the Gabriel Dumont Institute and CanSask “we found a way to 
be smart with our money” said Alex Ross Executive Director 
at Kineepik Métis Local. The apprenticeship program which 
began in 2013 allowed us to employ carpenters, electricians 
and Emile McCallum and Robert Warren as heavy-duty 
mechanics for this housing initiative. Pinehouse is proud 
of Ivan Remillard, a Journeyperson Ticketed Carpenter. 

There are plans on hosting a skill upgrader program for the 
community to have another 10 people work on gaining their 
interprovincial accreditation. 

Three of the Liberal art students have already moved into 
the teacher education program in La Ronge with others 
considering applying for nursing or joining the next cohort of 
the teacher education program hosted in La Ronge.

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment to ensure the 
plans are acceptable. 

Cameco will continue to engage the Joint 
Implementation Engagement Subcommittee and 
community leadership throughout the process. In 
addition, updates will be provided to the community on 
the Key Lake and McArthur River operations during an 
extended state of care and maintenance.

In December 2018, routine groundwater monitoring 
indicated increased levels of uranium in groundwater 
at Cameco’s Key Lake operation.  This increase was 
reported to federal and provincial regulators, the cause 
investigated, and measures put in place to minimize 
further contamination. Community engagement 
activities have included updates on the situation.

In accordance with provincial regulations, Cameco 
initiated a site assessment process. Golder Associates 
was retained to study the soil and groundwater 
conditions under the Key Lake mill terrace to ensure 
a solid understanding of how the leaked solution 
will move (where it will go and how quickly it will get 
there). With this information, Cameco will develop a 
comprehensive corrective action plan. The development 
of corrective actions will happen with oversight by 
both the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission and the 

In 2019, PBN successfully completed the first year of a 
three-year contract to perform road maintenance at 
Cigar Lake. Due to the success of their work, through 
collaborative discussions, PBN and Cameco were able 
to reach an agreement on mutually beneficial terms for 
an Evergreen contract for road maintenance services of 
the McArthur River to Key Lake haul road. This Evergreen 
contract will remain in place for the duration of operation 
of the mine site.

PBN continues to provide project services for civil works 
and in 2019 completed a slope stabilization project at Key 
Lake. Focusing on increasing efficiencies and effectiveness 
in construction execution, Cameco engaged PBN for 
early construction planning. This up-front effort enabled 
a collaborative relationship which resulted in a highly 
successful project completion.

PBN was able to provide its services in 2019 using a 
workforce drawn solely from the community. 

Our people...

Joint Implementation  
Committee (JIC)
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development
$446

 thousand

Workforce
development
$2.7

million   

Community
investment
$223

thousand

$3.37
million

2019 was another difficult year. McArthur 
River and Key Lake remain in a safe state 
of care and maintenance due to prolonged 
market weakness. We continue to face 
some of the highest unemployment rates 
we’ve seen since the early 90’s. However, 
our collaboration agreement with Cameco 
and Orano continues to support so much 
of the work and efforts our community is 
proud of. 

Progress continues here despite our 
challenges. A lot of that progress stems 
from the community-minded focus of PBN. 
Even in a limited economic landscape they 
adapt and make the most of all resources 
and opportunities. Their work resulted 
in 102,266 hours of employment for 
Pinehouse residents, the construction of 
the Hilltop Triplexes, and the completion 
of 12 major projects. Of note and 
importance to Orano and Cameco, PBN 
made huge strides towards its safety goals 
improving its IS Net World Safety rating, 
now maintaining an “A.” 

Through this partnership we have learned 
what it means to be a partner, and we have 
gotten good at it. As such, we continue 
to expand our work with other industries 
and government. We also appreciate the 
work of the subcommittees under the 
agreements. The Trust continues to invest 
in the community by supporting people 
and initiatives that make Pinehouse a 
better place to live. The JIES continue to 
be an important link between industry 
and the community. It has allowed for 
key updates and ongoing communication 
so we can feel comfortable that the 
environment in our traditional territory 
remains healthy. 

Mike Natomagan, Pinehouse
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