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Vision
The Six Rivers Fund will make a positive difference for northerners by 
sharing the benefits of uranium mining today, and for generations to come.
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Learn about the healing power of photography and how it 
can help you express and understand your perspective to 
start conversations around mental heath. That is what Dre 
Erwin sought to do for youth in his home community of 
Pinehouse. With a lot of fundraising and the support of the 
Six Rivers Trust Fund, thirteen youth were chosen out of a 
hat between the ages of 13-18 and given an all expenses paid 
trip to Tied Lake, British Columbia. “Most of these youth have 
never had an opportunity to go to BC before. Many of them 
had barely even left their home community of Pinehouse, so 
we were very excited to do this for them!” says Dre Erwin, 
President of the Pinehouse Photography Club.

This was not just a trip 
for these young people 
but an opportunity 
to use a camera to 
express themselves, 
their feelings and 
emotions. 

Chair’s Message

Victor Fern
Chairperson, Fond-du-Lac, 

Athabasca Region

2019 Highlighted Project
Pinehouse Photography Club

We accept applications on an ongoing basis at sixriversfund.ca 
and adjudicate twice a year, typically in late spring and late fall. 
On behalf of my fellow trust board members, Isidore Campbell, 
William Dumais and Angela Merasty we encourage you to apply 
and look forward to working with you to make the north an even 
more resilient and special place to live.

The Six Rivers Fund is growing more successful each year. We 
are receiving more applications from all regions across northern 
Saskatchewan. 

The Pinehouse Photography Club is one such project. The photo 
on the cover of this report was taken by one of the youth members 
of the club. For these youth, photos can help preserve and connect 
with their culture, find happiness and for others, help better 
express themselves to better understand their own mental health. 
These are the kinds of projects that touch the lives of young people 
and provide benefit to them for many years to come.

Angela Merasty
Vice Chair, Secretary & Treasurer
Pelican Narrows, Eastern Region

Isidore Campbell
Beauval, Western Region

William Dumais
Southend, Central Region

Board of Directors

Thank you to Cameco and Orano for their continued support of 
this important legacy fund. 

There has been much to celebrate in terms of the good work 
happening in our communities, but we can’t look back on the year 
without acknowledging the deep grief for those lost to suicide and 
the devastating impacts of mental illness. 

While we continue to fund projects that focus on youth, education, 
sports and recreation and health and wellness, we feel it’s 
important to contribute, where we can, to initiatives directed at 
mental health, suicide prevention, and family supports.

We have highlighted one northern project in this report that is 
doing this so well. Please visit our website to learn more about 
the other programs we are so proud to contribute to in northern 
Saskatchewan. Our guiding principle when we first began was “for 
the north, by the north” and we still firmly believe the best answers 
to our needs are found here at home. 

The Pinehouse Photography Club uses therapeutic 
photography with youth to help start the 
conversation about mental health. 

Therapeutic photography provides youth with a 
way to express their feelings and emotions. “Having 
all these youth together with us, we were able to 
spend some quality time with them for an entire week,” said 
Erwin. “We could be out taking pictures together, relaxing at 
the cabin, or in the vehicle, but we all had the opportunities 
to share a lot of personal things. We all shared a lot of laughs 
and even tears,” he states.

Because mental health affects so 
many of their communities, the Six 
Rivers Board continues to support 
initiatives that build young people 
up. The Pinehouse Photography Club 
is doing great work to support the 
health of its young people in new and 
exciting ways, which made this project 
a good fit for the Trust. 

There are so many wonderful 
photos on the Pinehouse Photography 
Club Facebook page, it was hard to 
pick only a couple to highlight in the 
report. For more information and to see 
all the personal stories being shared, 
check them out on Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/Pinephotoclub/
http://www.sixriversfund.ca



