
 BACK TO  
 SCHOOL
A SPECIAL SECTION IN THE AURORA SENTINEL, 
BUCKLEY GUARDIAN AND LIFE SCIENCE
AUGUST 9 - AUGUST 15, 2012

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
BUDGETS ARE 
BURSTING FOR 
SOME PARENTS
 p3

A LOOK AT 
AURORA’S TWO 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
AND STUDENTS 
THEY SERVE p4

AURORA POLICE 
SAY SCHOOL 
SAFETY BETTER 
AFTER CHANGE
 p5

LOOKING 
FAMILIAR? NEW 
SCHOOLS BASED 
ON EVOLVING 
DESIGN  p6

COSTS FOR 
STUDENT 
ATHLETES RISING 
BUT STILL BELOW 
U.S. AVERAGE p10

BTS.2012.1



2  Back to School 2012
AUGUST 9 - AUGUST 15, 2012

Fundraising opportunities
See website for 

more details.

Take Control of Your Destiny!

GET CRAZY!
Healthy Choices - Fun Choices! FREE!

ANY FLAVOR! 

5oz.

We rotate !avors daily with over 
80 FLAVORS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Choose as many toppings as you like!
Hot Fudge, Sprinkles, Fresh Fruit, Boba  

and much more!

Must Present Coupon For Offer. 
EXP. 10.31.12. Cannot be combined 

with other offers or discounts.  
1 coupon per customer per visit.

Albertson’s Shopping Center (Mississippi & Buckley)

1180 S. Buckley Rd. Unit C
303.745.9644 (YOGI)

NE corner of Hampden Ave. & Tower Rd. (Right By Movie Tavern)

18801 E. Hampden Ave.
303.699.YOGI (9644)

www.YoCrazefroyo.com

FREE!
WAFFLE BOWL

One

Must Present Coupon For Offer. 
EXP. 10.31.12. Cannot be combined 

with other offers or discounts.  
1 coupon per customer per visit.

Back to School SpecialBack to School Special

4510 S. Reservoir Rd. #A,
Aurora, CO 80015
(303) 690-0560

www.atacrosstaekwondo.com

6770 S Liverpool St Unit B
Aurora Co 80016
(303) 766-5425

www.talonata.com

16799 E Lake Ave,
Aurora, CO 80016
(303) 690-0560

www.atacrosstaekwondo.com

BETTER 
GRADES

 
INCREASED 

FOCUS
 

MORE 
RESPECT

Back to  
School Offer!  
4 Weeks of 

Lessons  
+ Uniform for 

$49

Go back to school with
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BY SARA CASTELLANOS
Staff Writer

The Ticonderoga might be the 
self-proclaimed “world’s best 
pencil,” but for some parents, 

that doesn’t make it easy to find.  
Aurora resident Erin Minahan-

Harris spent hours looking for the 
brand-specific type of No. 2 lead 
pencil on a recent school supply 
shopping trip for her Highline El-
ementary School student. Finally, 
after a search that spanned across 
four stores, she came across a 
pack of Ticonderoga pencils at 
Big Lots. 

“I think it would be easier for 
parents if school lists were not as 
specific as they are,” she said. 

School supply shopping is get-
ting more intricate nowadays as 
parents and local store owners say 
lists are getting more detailed and 
lengthier than ever before.

Parents are spending up to $100 
per trip on back-to-school items at 
Aurora-based specialty toy and 
school supply store Beyond the 
Blackboard.

“The lists are 
getting longer and 
longer,” said Jean 
Boylan, the store’s 
co-owner. 

In addition to 
customary supplies 
such as tissues, red 
pens, glue sticks and 
file folders, parents 
are also now buy-
ing reams of paper 
and laminating items on their own 
because schools can’t afford those 
things anymore, she said.

“It’s sort of a shift of who’s 
spending the money,” she said. 

Parents are also adding to their 

kids’ school supply lists and buying 
educational items such as cross-
word puzzles and electronic flash 
cards to help their students excel in 
school since one-on-one attention 
is rare these days, Boylan said. 

“The engaged parent is begin-
ning to recognize the need for 
these high-level, critical-thinking 
toys,” she said.

Many of the supplies are being 
shared among the students in the 
classrooms nowadays, said Don 
Kirkendorfer, a sales associate at 
the OfficeMax near East Mississip-
pi Avenue and Abilene Street. 

“Most everything they’re buy-
ing is going into a cabinet as a big 
bulk area and then students get it 
from there, it’s not for the individ-
ual kids particularly,” Kirkendorfer 
said. 

That’s a trend that some par-
ents, including Aurora mother 
Molly Kathleen Barrett, whose 
three children attend Dartmouth 
Elementary, say they don’t like.

When she was growing up, she 
said she was re-
sponsible for all the 
school supplies her 
parents bought at 
the beginning of the 
year, and then took 
home what was left. 

“I ’m just  an-
noyed that each year 
we have a school 
supply list and it in-
cludes some things 
that can be used 

again next year, however, none of 
the supplies, say scissors, ever go 
back home at the end of the year,” 
said Barrett in an online message. 
“That’s because everything I buy 
for my kid goes into a big pot and 

gets used by everyone.”
Supply lists are posted online on 

some of Aurora’s school websites. 
They differ from school to school, 
and some are lengthy. Liberty Mid-
dle School’s general supply list calls 
for pencils, colored pencils, black or 
blue pens, a ruler, highlighters, five 
folders, two binders, two tissue box-
es, a glue stick, sticky notes, index 
dividers, a pencil pouch, a compo-
sition book, a USB flash drive and 
a calculator. Incoming first graders 
at Antelope Ridge Elementary are 
asked to bring a watercolor paint 
set, 12 pencils, 24 crayons, large 
highlighters, glue sticks, a pair of 
Fiskar scissors, a plastic school 
box and one package of large Ex-
po dry erase markers, among other 
things.

In some cases, teachers are 
trimming their supply lists be-
cause they know how hard it is for 

parents to be able to afford all of 
the items.

Mary Boyle, who teaches first 
grade at Independence Elemen-
tary in Aurora, asks parents to pay 
for markers, crayons, pencils, Clo-
rox wipes and hand sanitizers. 

“The list has mostly stayed the 
same (over the years) but we’ve 
had to cut back on what we’re ask-
ing parents to bring because of the 
economy,” she said. 

School supply shopping is big 
business for Aurora stores.

“The back-to-school season 
is very important to Target,” said 
Lou Ann Olson, Target specialist 
for the Minnesota-based chain, in 
an email. “It’s one of our busiest 
times of the year.”

Reach reporter Sara Castellanos at 
720-449-9036 or sara@aurorasenti-
nel.com. 

Buying supplies becoming costlier, harder to find for some parents
Back-to-school bummer
Riley Killian (right) rings up Andrea Petree (left) Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 1 at Beyond the Board. Employees at the store say parents are spending more 
money on nontraditional school supplies that enhance students’ learning, while teachers are spending less and less. (Marla R. Keown/Aurora Sentinel)

An assortment of pens waits for purchase Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 1 at 
Beyond the Board. (Marla R. Keown/Aurora Sentinel)

IN SOME CASES, 
TEACHERS ARE 
TRIMMING THEIR 
SUPPLY LISTS 
BECAUSE THEY 
KNOW HOW HARD 
IT IS FOR PARENTS 
TO BE ABLE TO 
AFFORD ALL OF 
THE ITEMS.

How much 
does back-to-
school cost 
for online 
shoppers?

Using a sample 
list for Park Lane El-
ementary 5th grade 
students, we compiled 
a list of prices for back-
to-school shoppers 
online. Comparable 

items were used 
whenever pos-

sible, and store 
brands were 
available.

Crayola Colored 
Pencils 

$3.67 $1.47

Composition 
Notebook

$2.99 $2.97

Facial Tissues $1.49 $2.89

Glue Sticks $1.97 $2.88

Highlighter $1.17 $1.74

Pencil 
Sharpener

$3.99 $2.97

2, No. 2 Pencils, 
12-ct

$3.99 $3.97

Pink Erasers $1.44 $1.48

Pocket 
Folders, 4

$3.97 $3.97

Ruler, 12-inch $.50 $.99

Scissors $16.99 11.97

Spiral 
Notebook, 4

$11.00 $7.00

College-Ruled 
Paper, 4-pack

$13.96 $11.76

Totals 67.13 60.03
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mSample 
5th grade 
list from 
Park Lane 
Elementary
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BY ADAM GOLDSTEIN
Staff Writer

If Aurora’s two school districts 
share any common trait, it’s di-
versity.
Both the Aurora Public Schools 

and Cherry Creek School districts 
stretch over miles and host stu-
dents from a wide range of eco-
nomic, ethnic and cultural back-
grounds. Both districts operate 
buildings across the city’s land-
scape, from the newer facilities on 
Aurora’s southeastern stretches to 
the city’s first elementary, middle 
and high schools in the north. And 
as the population has boomed in 
the past decade, the face of both 
districts has changed – new build-
ings, cutting-edge curriculums 
and new approaches to curriculum 
have taken hold at APS and Cherry 
Creek.

Those trends are set to contin-
ue in the 2012-13 school year. Even 
as both districts deal with difficult 
budget issues, the coming year will 
see the opening of new schools 
and building renovations (funded 
by successful 2008 bond elections 
at both districts), the development 
of specialized instruction programs 
and connecting high school stu-
dents with college-level courses.

At APS, the regular school cal-
endar is set to kick off for grades 1 
through 12 on Aug. 7, with an offi-
cial back-to-school event planned 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Aug. 4 at Au-
rora Central High School, 11700 
East 11th Ave. Across the district, 
important dates for the coming 
year include the following off days: 
Labor Day falls on Sept. 3, fall 
break runs from Oct. 29 to Nov. 2, 
Thanksgiving break falls on Nov. 
22 and 23, winter break runs from 
Dec. 24 to Jan. 4, the Martin Lu-
ther King. Jr. holiday falls on Jan. 
21, Presidents Day is Feb. 18, and 
spring break is March 25-29. Grad-
uation ceremonies for the district’s 
high schools are on May 20 and 21, 
and the last day of school is May 
22. For a full calendar, log on to au-
rorak12.org.

Aurora Public Schools compris-
es 59 schools. That breaks down 
to three preschools, 27 elemen-
tary schools, four P-8 schools, six 
middle schools, one 6-12 academy, 
four comprehensive 
high schools, one 
P-20 Campus, one 
online high school, 
three pilot schools, 
one vocational/tech-
nical college, one 
gifted and talented 
K-8 school, six char-
ter schools and one 
home school sup-
port program.

Last year, the en-
rollment in the dis-
trict was 36,297 students, a num-
ber that will be updated with the 
official student count in October.

The breakdown of the district’s 
demographics is as follows: 0.7 per-
cent Native American, 4.6 percent 
Asian, 18 percent black, 54.3 per-
cent Hispanic, 18.3 percent white, 
0.5 percent Native Hawaiian/ Pa-
cific Islander and 3.6 percent two 
or more races. Sixty-nine percent 

of APS students qualify for free and 
reduced lunch.

The Cherry Creek district, 
which includes facilities outside 
of Aurora, comprises 41 K-5 ele-
mentary Schools and six are year-
round, ten 6-8 middle schools, six 
9-12 high schools, one alternative 
high school, one alternative middle 

school, one magnet 
school and one char-
ter school.

In Cherry Creek, 
the first day of the 
regular calendar is 
Aug. 20. Important 
dates for the com-
ing year include the 
following off days: 
Labor Day falls on 
Sept. 3, fall break 
runs from Oct. 29 to 
Nov. 2, Thanksgiv-

ing break falls on Nov. 21, 22 and 
23, winter break runs from Dec. 24 
to Jan. 4, the Martin Luther King 
Jr. holiday falls on Jan. 21, Presi-
dents Day is Feb. 18, with a day off 
on Feb. 19, and spring break is April 
1-5. The last day of school is June 4. 
The district’s A, B, C and D tracks 
revolve around the year. For a full 
calendar, log on to cherrycreek-
schools.org.

Last year, Cherry Creek served 
more than 51,000 students across 
the 108 square miles of the district, 
an area that includes portions of 
Aurora, Cherry Hills Village, Cen-
tennial, Foxfield, Glendale, Green-
wood Village, Englewood and Den-
ver.

Earlier this year, the Cherry 
Creek Board of Education ap-
proved a bond issue for the No-
vember ballot, a $125-million ques-
tion that, if approved, would fund 
technology improvements, build-
ing maintenance and add capacity 
to Cherokee Trail and Grandview 
high schools in Aurora.

The breakdown of the district’s 
demographics is as follows: 0.5 
percent American Indian/Alaska 
Native, 8 percent Asian, 0.3 per-
cent Native Hawaiian/Pacific Is-
lander, 12 percent black, 18 per-
cent Hispanic, 57 percent white 
and 5 percent two or more races. 
Twenty-seven of the district’s stu-
dents qualify for free and reduced 
lunch.

Reach reporter Adam Goldstein at 
agoldstein@aurorasentinel.com or 
720-449-9707

Aurora Public Schools, Cherry Creek School District face 
new challenges in coming school year

Tale of two districts

Aurora’s two school districts combined serve nearly 90,000 students 
from K-12. The two districts, Aurora Public Schools and Cherry Creek 
School District, have a diverse student body and are among the largest in 
Colorado. (Photo ilustration by Marla R. Keown/Aurora Sentinel)

Key Dates:
First day of classes — Aug. 7

Labor Day — Sept. 3

Fall Break — Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Thanksgiving Break — Nov. 
22-23

Winter Break — Dec. 24-Jan. 4

Martin Luther King Jr. Day — 
Jan. 21

Presidents Day — Feb. 18

Spring Break — March 25-29

Teacher workdays or inservice 
(No Classes) — Oct. 9, Nov. 21, 
Dec. 21, Feb. 7, Feb. 8, March 15

Last day of classes — May 22

 
District Contact: 
Phone: 303-344-8060 
Website: aurorak12.org

AURORA PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

CHERRY CREEK 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Key Dates:
First day of classes — Aug. 20

Labor Day — Sept. 3

Fall Break — Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Thanksgiving Break — Nov. 
21-23

Winter Break — Dec. 24-Jan. 4

Martin Luther King Jr. Day — 
Jan. 21

Presidents Day — Feb. 18

Spring Break — April 1-5

Memorial Day — May 27

Last day of classes — June 4

Teacher workdays or non-
contact days (No Classes) 
— Sept. 21, Nov. 9 (K-8), Feb. 
28-March 1 (K-8), May 3 (K-8)

District Contact 
Phone: 303-773-1184 
Website: cherrycreekschools.org

THE FACE OF 
BOTH DISTRICTS 
HAS CHANGED – 
NEW BUILDINGS, 
CUTTING-EDGE 
CURRICULUMS AND 
NEW APPROACHES 
TO CURRICULUM 
HAVE TAKEN 
HOLD AT APS AND 
CHERRY CREEK.

BTS.2012.4

Great Plains Academy

Learn more about Mercury Online Education

YES
CHERRY CREEK SCHOOLS

www.CitizensForCherryCreekSchools.com

YES
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BY BRANDON JOHANSSON
Staff Writer

At high schools and middle schools 
across the city, students can expect 
to see a fairly regular police pres-

ence. 
Aurora police have 22 school resource 

officers assigned to Cherry Creek Schools 
and Aurora Public Schools. The Arapahoe 
County Sheriff’s Office provides officers 
in a few Cherry Creek schools.

The uniformed officers serve an im-
portant role, said Aurora police Sgt. Da-
mon Vaz, who oversees the officers in 
APS. 

“They are law enforcement officers, 
teachers, and also counselors,” he said.

Last year, Aurora police shuffled the 
schedules of the city’s school resource of-
ficers, a move that means a more-regular 
police presence at area high schools and 
fewer cops at local middle schools.

Police Chief Dan Oates said last year 
the department made the change because 
high schools tend to need a police officer 
more often than middle schools do.

Vaz said that over the past year the 
new system has been in place, it has 
worked well. 

“The workloads in the high schools 
tend to be a little more than in the middle 
schools,” Vas said.

Under the plan, a uniformed police offi-

cer is on duty Monday through Friday at all 
four Aurora Public Schools high schools.

“Since we only have a limited num-
ber of SROs ... that does come at the cost 
of less coverage at the middle schools,” 
Oates said.

Now, at the 10 APS middle schools, 
a uniformed officer is on duty Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, with an APS 
security officer on duty Monday and Fri-
day.

But, Oates said, Mondays tend to see 
fewer incidents that require police atten-
tion than other days.

In late 2010, a student at Aurora Cen-
tral High School was shot a short dis-
tance from the campus near the end of 
a school day. On that particular Monday, 
the SRO at Central was not on duty.

Oates said the Central shooting was 
not the primary reason for the change in 
SRO schedules, and he pointed out the 
incident happened off campus.

“We were there within seconds. That 
occurred off campus, so having an offi-
cer or two there might not have prevented 
that from happening,” Oates said.

The changes will not have the same ef-
fect in the Cherry Creek Schools District 
because many of the middle and high 
schools in that district are located on the 
same campus. That means, for example, 
if an officer is assigned to Smoky Hill 

High School, the officer is only a short 
walk across campus to Laredo Middle 
School.

Officials from both school districts 
supported the change. 

Oates said the decision to shuffle SRO 
schedules is part of an ongoing effort by 
police to tweak the SRO program and 
make sure officers are deployed in the 
best locations possible.

And, he said, the schedule remains 
flexible, meaning police can deploy offi-
cers to a particular school on a given day 
based on need.

“We are always considering work load, 
and trying to make smart decisions in de-
ploying SROs in response to demand,” 
Oates said.

School officers keeping 
presence at Aurora schools

Groups push for proper 
child safety in car seats

With the school year right around the corner, 
state officials are encouraging parents to make 
sure their children are buckled safely when they 
ride in a car. 

The Colorado Department of Transportation, 
Colorado State Patrol and others have events 
planned throughout August to help parents and 
caregivers make sure their children are in the 
right car seat or booster seat.

In Aurora, police have several events sched-
uled with trained safety technicians who can 
make sure car seats are properly installed. 

The first is scheduled from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Aug. 15 at Southlands Mall, the second from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 25 at the Walmart at 14000 E. 
Exposition Avenue. 

There are also several events this month at 
Children’s Hospital Colorado that require an 
appointment. For details on those, call 720-777-
4808. 

According to a study from the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, 3 out of 4 kids 
are not as secure as they should be because 
their car seats are not being used correctly, CSP 
said.

“Parents have a tendency to move their child 
to the next type of car seat, booster seat or even 
an adult seat belt earlier than is recommended,” 
Corp. Heather Cobler of the CSP said in a state-
ment. “But each change may be a step down 
in safety, depending on the age and size of the 
child.  It is important to read the manufacturer la-
bel on the side of the seat and use it to the maxi-
mum allowable weight and height for that seat.”

The NHTSA also said motor vehicle crashes 
are the leading cause of death for children ages 1 
to 12 years old.  

From 2006 to 2010, CDOT said 64 child pas-
sengers 12 and younger died in traffic crashes. 
And 55 percent of them  were not using a child 
safety seat or seat belt, or they were using one 
improperly.

Aurora police Officer Alton Reed checks 
the outside doors of Rangeview High 
School in this April 14, 2009 file photo in 
Aurora. (Heather L. Smith/Aurora Sentinel)

One year after diverting more officers to high 
schools Aurora police say plan is working

BTS.2012.5
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BY ADAM GOLDSTEIN
Staff Writer

As Stacey Peoples led an infor-
mal tour of the new elemen-
tary school on southeastern 

edge of Aurora, she highlighted the 
building’s novel design elements.

The tables in the 24 classrooms 
were lined up to encourage col-
laborative classwork and foster a 
“think tank” dynamic between stu-
dents. Taller tables in third-, fourth- 
and fifth-grade classrooms were 
designed for students using iPads. 
Collapsible walls between rooms 
allowed for shared spaces.

But for all of the new elements 
that figure into the design and lay-
out of Black Forest Hills Elemen-
tary, there’s plenty of familiar fea-
tures. For anyone who’s toured the 
other newer build-
ings elsewhere in 
the Cherry Creek 
School District, the 
architecture is sure 
to ring a bell. Peo-
ples, the principal 
of the Black For-
est Hills school in 
the Tallyn’s Reach 
neighborhood, was 
quick to make those 
comparisons.

“Pine Ridge El-
ementary, which was the school 
built before us, is almost exactly 
the same, just with reverse plans,” 
Peoples said, referring to the el-
ementary school on Wheatlands 
Parkway that opened in 2011. 
“There were a few tweaks (here) 
for improvements.”

Black Forest Hills and Pine 
Ridge were both funded through 
the district’s successful bond is-

sue in 2008, and both were de-
signed by Boulder-based OZ Ar-
chitecture. According to district 
officials, the similarities in the 
schools’ layouts comes down to 
cost savings. It’s the same reason 
that Cherokee Trail and Grand-
view high schools in Aurora have 
similar designs. 

“We usually work from a pro-
totype. It saves us money to start 
from a (single) design,” said dis-
trict spokeswoman Tustin Amole. 
“Sometimes you have to change 
the prototype based on the land 
that you get, (but) we try to use the 
same plan.”

Black Forest Hills is the second 
of three new elementary schools 
to be funded from the 2008 bond 
election. Pine Ridge opened in 

2011, and an as-yet 
unnamed third el-
ementary is set to 
open in 2014, later 
than originally an-
ticipated. 

“When we saw 
growth slow during 
the recession, we 
delayed the building 
and opening of some 
of these schools,” 
Amole said.

B lack  Forest 
Hills was originally budgeted to 
cost $15.8 million, but the final 
price tag was $15.4 million due to 
cheaper construction materials. 
That lower price paid for a wide 
range of fancy features, from a 
hardwood floor in the gym to a 
energy-efficient design.

Those kinds of small touch-
es keep Black Forest Hills from 
looking like a carbon copy of Pine 

Ridge. In addition to the subtle ar-
chitectural differences, the school 
will operate with a unique curric-
ulum, one that was finalized after 
much input from parents and other 
community members.

“Part of our curriculum prac-
tice is that we’re very technology 
focused ... We will basically be a 
STEM elementary school,” said 
principal Stacey Peoples, using 
the popular acronym for a science, 
technology, engineering and math-
ematics-based curriculum. “The 
reason why I don’t say it quite that 
way is that the ‘E’ part in elemen-
tary school is very confusing. What 
does engineering look like in kin-
dergarten? What it really looks like 
is math.”

Even with that focus, Black 
Forest Hills won’t play the same 
role as the district’s Institute of 
Science and Technology, a special-
ized STEM school that opened in 
between Overland High and Prai-
rie Middle schools last year. As she 
walked through the empty halls of 
the building that’s set to welcome 
more than 300 students next 
month, Peoples insisted that the 
curriculum at Black Forest Hills, 
the new home of the Owls, will 
also include language skills, arts 
and physical education. Foreign 
language will also play a big role 
in the school’s daily lesson plans. 
“Basically, our schedule is 45 min-
utes a day of science, 30 minutes 
a day of Spanish, two hours of lit-
eracy and 90 minutes of math. We 
don’t teach technology, we teach 
with technology.”

The stress on foreign language 
skills came as a result of input from 
parents and community members. 
According to Peoples, about one-
third of the staff is fluent in Span-
ish and will teach foreign language 
classes.

“The best part of this whole deal 
is the parent community. They’ve 
been involved in everything from 
naming the school to picking 
out the mascot,” she said. “They 
wanted a foreign language, and I 
couldn’t agree with them more ... In 
this community, a foreign language 
is very valuable.”

Reach reporter Adam Goldstein at 
agoldstein@aurorasentinel.com or 
720-449-9707

New Cherry Creek Schools using same 
design to improve new buildings each time

For district, the 
assignment is 
better design

Black Forest Hills Elementary School is seen July 30. The new school is ready for students and technology will 
be a prominent part of learning there. All classrooms have a Smart Board, a projector, and access to a wireless 
network. (Marla R. Keown/Aurora Sentinel)

BLACK FOREST 
HILLS AND PINE 
RIDGE WERE BOTH 
FUNDED THROUGH 
THE DISTRICT’S 
SUCCESSFUL BOND 
ISSUE IN 2008, 
AND BOTH WERE 
DESIGNED BY 
BOULDER-BASED 
OZ ARCHITECTURE.
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Made the firefighter way, the Hook & Ladder® sub features piping 
hot layers of Smoked Turkey Breast,Virginia Honey Ham and Melted 
Monterey Jack served Fully Involved with a dill spear on the side. 

Not a firefighter? Doesn’t mean you can’t eat like one.

FirehouseSubs.com ©2008 FRG

24300 E. SMOKY HILL ROAD,
 AURORA, CO 80016
303-693-SUBS(7827)

15256 E. Hampden Ave. | 303-617-LOOT (5668)
Open Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun Noon-5  

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
WHY PAY RETAIL?

AUGUST 10TH-17TH

Friend us on Facebook for daily specials and to view our inventory.

CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE, DECOR & UNIQUE GIFTS

Every purchase gets  
a chance to save up to an 

Additional 25%!
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Aurora Public 
Schools
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BY DAVID MEREWETHER
For the Aurora Sentinel

School’s almost here, 
and with it the usual 
conflicting views 

on what’s fashionable. 
According to some 

fashion watchers, the 
newest trend in what to 
wear reflects what many kids 
focus much of their time on: 
texting, Facebook and Twitter. 
Look for clothing designs focus-
ing on texting abbreviations, 
emoticons and Twitter handles.

One growing provider in the 
trend is CafePress, which al-
lows customers to stamp de-
signs onto apparel and accesso-
ries. CafePress officials say the 
company has grown simultane-
ously with social media, and Marc 
Cowlin, director of marketing at 
CafePress, says personalization is 
its fastest-growing category.

Each day, according to other 
fashion trend reports, there’s a new 
“shop” specializing in a hashtag; it 
could be a saying from a movie, or 
a plug for a school team or club. 
(Something like “#GoTigers”.)

Daniella Yacobovsky, who co-
founded an online jewelry busi-
ness, Bauble Bar, 18 months ago, 
sees the same strong interest in 
personalized products but still was 
taken by surprise by the success 
of the company’s Twitter handle 
necklace.

Think of it as the next-genera-
tion Carrie Bradshaw nameplate 
for girls whose moms will know 
what the Carrie Bradshaw name-
plate is. (For those who don’t, 
it’s one of the first fashion trends 
that Sarah Jessica Parker’s “Sex 
and the City” character started. A 
necklace with a girlie script spell-
ing your name was all the rage for 
20-somethings a decade ago.)

Social media references are “a 
very 2012 way of expressing your-
self,” Yacobovsky says. “You can 
have it say something that’s not 
your exact name but something 
like it with an ‘at’ symbol in front 
so everyone will know who it is. 
But the name can be reflective of 
you — maybe your name, or the 
name of your blog, or an insider 
nickname, but you’re not stuck in 
the box of your given name.”

Seventeen magazine apparently 
didn’t get the memo. In its guide 
to back-to-school fashion for this 
fall, leather jackets, flat shoes, 
tribal patterns, sleeveless blazers, 
superskinny jeans and distressed 
jeans rule.

Closer to home, Aurora Plato’s 
Closet employee Debby Vanden-
burg agrees. There’s no hash-tag 
fever in southeast Aurora. She 
says kids are looking for lace tops, 
jean jackets, tribal prints, blazers, 
scarves, cardigans and cowboy 
boots. Yes, cowboy boots. She says 
that no one has asked for a T-shirt 
with an aspect of social media. “I 
can’t say I’ve noticed it.”

Concerning men’s fashion, 
kidzworld.com says that guys are 
looking for scarves, polos, sweat-
ers, graphic T-shirts with blazers 
and nautical style wear.

Neither that online maga-
zine nor a cursory tour through 

the Town Center at Aurora mall 
pointed to the fashion world re-
volving around social media han-
dles. None of the prominent manly 
mannequins sporting sailor stripes 
or French scarves.

Back-to-school shopping trips 
don’t come cheap for many Ameri-
can families.

The expenditure for U.S. fam-
ilies this year will be about $800 
for two kids, according to Ameri-
can Express Spending & Saving 
Tracker. Clothing and shoes eats 
up most of the budget. School sup-
plies comes next.

Of those parents surveyed, 61 
percent said they expected to be 
buying name-brand clothes this 
year, spending more money on 
name-brand sneakers than any-
thing.

Much of what’s on display at 
mall stores sides with Seventeen 
magazine and kidzworld.com. 
Shoppers walking into Sears are 
greeted by a collection of clothing 
called UK Styles by French Con-
nection. They feature graphic T-
shirts and plaid shirts, inspired 
by the 2012 Olympics. Dillards 
displays boast a variety of tribal 
pattern dresses. JC Penny show-
cases striped sweaters and v-neck 
T-shirts. Express spotlights leop-
ard-pattern jackets and colored 
skinny jeans. Zumiez, a store that 
markets almost exclusively to 
teenagers, abounds with graphic 
T-shirts. Hoodies still abound, but 
they weren’t greeting shoppers at 
the front doors of stores.

It’s not just personal taste and 
finances dictating what everyone 
will be wearing to school this fall. 
Increasingly, school dress codes 
are paring down student choices. 

Local schools set their own 
dress codes. School officials say 
most schools have gotten away 
from long lists of regulations. Gate-
way High School wants their stu-
dents to wear navy blue, red, white, 
gray or black polo or dress shirts. 
Skirts, shorts and pants should be 
blue corduroy, denim or twill fab-
ric. Logos smaller than 1 inch are 
acceptable. Aurora West College 
Prep Academy, an APS middle 
school, prohibits faded jeans. Hin-
kley High School says no spiked 
bracelets or collars. Many schools 
have rules against clothes that ex-
pose abdomens. Some say “no” to 
strapless blouses. Check before 
you buy.

Little agreement on what’s hot and 
what’s not to wear to school this year

Clothing arguments

CafePress officials say 
T-shirts like this one 
with Facebook refer-
ences will be big sellers 
for back-to-school this 
year (Courtesy photo)

Karen D. Foster, DDS
Diplomate of The American  
Board of Pediatric Dentistry

Laser Dentist

ADVANCED DENTAL CARE FOR INFANTS, CHILDREN, 
YOUNG ADULTS & SPECIAL NEEDS PATIENTS

 

303-366-3142

GOT WET? WE CAN FIX IT!

The CPR Back to School Checklist
Get your cell phone, laptop, 

      game system, ipod, tablet or 
      other gadget fi xed as good as new.

Trade in or sell your old phone to CPR for 
     a great deal on a phone for school!

Protect all of your devices for as low as 
     $19.99 a year with the 

10% OFF 

Any Repair 
With this ad. 

Expires 8/31/12
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BY KENDAL DORLAND
Staff Writer

Imagine a second-grade student 
at Independence Elementary 
using an iPod Touch to watch 

an animated video about Cesar 
Chavez. Down the street, an Over-
land High School student in ninth-
grade biology peers through a dig-
ital microscope, and at Fletcher 
Intermediate School a teacher us-
es a Promethean Board to coach a 
special education class in math.

These scenarios, and more 
like them happen every day at 
schools across Aurora thanks to 
an increased push for technology 
in the classroom. 

On the district’s website, Au-
rora Public Schools states its 
mission to provide “effective, in-
novative, research-based technol-
ogies” to transform instruction. 
Director of Student Achievement 
and Educational Technology 
Kevin Reibau said success in that 
mission was critical to success for 
students in that district.

“We believe all of that is critical 
to success in our global society in 
the 21st century,” he said.

According to Riebau and APS, 
93 percent of classrooms across 

the district have at least a docu-
ment camera and interactive 
white board in the classroom. 
About 25 percent of the class-
rooms are “one-to-one” meaning 
there’s one device per student.

Funding for technology is pro-
vided through the district’s 21st 
Century Teaching and Learning 
grant that provides up to $20,000 
for technology purchases, with 
the individual schools providing 
up to 15 percent more money for 
additional teacher requests.

Teachers at Pickens Techni-
cal College said their interactive 
white boards were instrumental 
in helping students learn at their 
own pace.

Math teachers Beckie Dague 
and Marcia Hall said in a video 
posted by the district that their 
Promethean Boards were instru-
mental in instruction.

Riebau said incorporating 
technology is important but that 
the school would strive to move 
further than that.

“Our teachers have been doing 
really great with enhancing tech-
nology in the classroom,” he said. 
“But ... we’re looking for transfor-
mation in the classroom.”

Ryan Buxton (left), 13, and Aleks Nagy (right), 11, review code for a robot 
Buxton designed and built Monday morning, June 18 at the Institute of 
Science and Technology (IST) building on East Jewell Avenue in Aurora. 
(Marla R. Keown/Aurora Sentinel)

Top-of-the-line teacher tech
Schools push for ‘one-to-one’ tech 
rooms in emphasis on learning devices

Join us for Fall Festival 2012!
6728 County Road 3-1/4 • Erie, CO 80516 • 303-828-5210

www.AndersonFarms.com
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Kids 3 & under: free  

Kids 4 – 12: $10 

Adults 13 – 59: $12

Seniors 60+: $10

• 30-Acre Corn Maze • Pumpkin Patch Hayride • Barrel Train 

• Barnyard 500 Pedal Karts • Farm Animals • Hay Bale Maze  

• Pumpkin Launcher • Gem Mining* • Gourd Launching*  

•	
�    Private	
�    Campfire	
�    Sites* • Pony Rides* • Face Painting*  

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: Bands • Magicians • And More!

*Extra charges apply, see website for days & times of availability.

Over 8 miles of corn maze!We’re open daily, Sept 22nd – Oct 31st.

Check out our website for more information about our haunted activities!
FALL FEST 2012

SAVE $1
 off admission  

Monday – Thursday  
with this coupon.

Discount not valid on field trips  
or with any other offers.  AS

Century PC

Express
A Complete 
Computers 
Sales & Service 
Company 

Aurora   (Mississippi and Peoria)    
12152 E Mississippi Avenue
303.922.8800
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m. -- 7:00 p.m.           

FREE Diagnostic of any brand 
Desktop/Laptop or Server computers
Services Offered:

range of products, at 

USED  
$25
$29 
$39

$79 to $299
 

 
from $249 to $699

 
Laptops/Desktops 
from $99 to $699

E. Mississippi

S. Peoria

CENTURY PC

S. Peoria

E. Mississippi
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BY COURTNEY OAKES
Staff Writer

Back-to-school supplies are 
costly enough, but for par-
ents of athletes in middle 

school or high school the bill can 
really soar.

Before athletes can take to the 
field, track or pool for even so 
much as a practice, they must have 
a physical, which opens the tally at 
around $25. Some school districts 
offer days of reduced price physi-
cals or they may be less expensive 
for families through health insur-
ance plans.

A study by the University of 
Michigan’s C.S. Moss Children’s 
Hospital released in May took a 
close look at the total costs facing 
families with athletes between the 
ages of 12-17.

The hospital’s National Poll 
on Children’s Health surveyed a 
stratified group of parents across 
the country with children age 12-
17 and who closely resemble the 
makeup of the U.S. population ac-
cording to Census numbers.

After crunching the data, the 
study found that the average ath-
letic fee for a middle and high 
school student nationwide is $93, 
with some as high as $150 or more. 
The average total cost of participa-
tion in sports — including equip-
ment and other costs — was $381.

Athletes at Aurora schools have 
it better than the national average, 
as athletic fees in Aurora Pub-
lic Schools and the Cherry Creek 
School District each sit below the 
$93 mark.

The cost of playing a sport 
didn’t change from last season for 
students in the Cherry Creek dis-
trict, with each sport carrying a 
$90 fee. District athletic director 
Larry Bull said the cost of tickets to 
prep athletic contests in the Cen-
tennial League — the conference 
that all the CCSD high schools are 
part of — also won’t change from 
last season. The ticket prices are 
set by the league itself.

Costs have also held steady for 
APS athletes, as a single sport runs 
$60 as it did in 2011. The district 
has set a cap that families have 
to pay, so multiple athletes in one 
family can play as many sports as 
they want for no more than a total 
of $180. Cherry Creek has no such 
maximum cap according to its In-
terscholastic Handbook.

According to the National Poll 
on Children’s Health, 1-in-5 par-

ents in lower-income households 
reported a decrease in sports par-
ticipation due to cost. Aurora’s dis-
tricts, meanwhile, attempt to make 
sure cost does not prevent an ath-
lete from participating.

Families that can demonstrate 
financial hardship in either APS 
or CCSD can appeal to school of-
ficials and may be given a reduced 
cost or have the fee waived com-
pletely.  

Athletic fees are included in the 
tuition for students at Aurora’s lone 
private high school, Regis Jesuit.

Besides a physical and fees, ath-
letes must also be covered by inju-
ry insurance, which can be secured 
through a plan offered by a school 
district or from a private carrier.

And after all of that comes the 
cost of equipment, which can be 
sky high in sports such as ice hock-
ey, where in 2011, Regis Jesuit head 
coach Dan Woodley put the price 
tag at as much as $1,000 for all 
pieces of uniform and equipment 
depending on quality.

That price tag doesn’t even in-
clude expensive ice time. 

Football is also a very costly 
sport for youngsters, with a vari-
ety of pieces to a uniform besides 
the basic helmet, jersey, pants and 
shoulder pads provided by most 
programs.

Gateway High School and a 
variety of other schools in Auro-
ra have stockpiles of old helmets, 
cleats, pads and every other man-
ner of equipment that is reused un-
til it is totally worn out. The Olys 
receive donations of shoes and 
other equipment from the Denver 
Broncos at times that is available 
for athletes to use.

Other sports vary widely in 
cost, especially if baseball and 
softball players invest in their own 
bats, which can run several hun-
dreds of dollars. Escalating costs 
have made stores such as Aurora’s 
Play It Again Sports attractive to 
parents, who can save significantly 
by buying used sports equipment. 

Outside travel to weekend con-
tests also adds some expense to the 
athletic experience. The Colorado 
High School Activities Association 
has taken care of a little bit of that, 
eliminating some of the postsea-
son in a few sports that required 
potentially expensive travel.

Reach Sports Editor Courtney Oakes 
at sports@aurorasentinel.com or 
303-750-7555

Athletic costs lower 
than national average in 
Aurora, but still costly 

It’s worth it!

Lone Tree            Aurora            Parker            Highlands Ranch

Water Safety Skills for a Lifetime

With Aurora’s ONLY state-of-the-art dedicated warm water 
facility and our exceptional instructors, help build your child’s 
confidence in year ’round swim lessons.

Put your trust in
     proven success!

www.safesplash.com

303.799.1885
www.safesplash.com

303.799.1885
  Monthly Classes
   Swim Team  
Conditioning
  Birthday Parties

SUMMER’S ALMOST OVER, 
BUT SWIMMING IS NOT!

Exceptional Facility. Friendly People.
Public Welcome.

303-269-8400
www.aprd.org

16799 E. Lake Ave., 
Centennial, CO 80015

GetHere.The

Recreation Center

From Birthday Parties 
to Zumba...
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Local issue  local solution

Licensing tobacco retailers
is smart business.

Aurora stores illegally selling tobacco to 
Aurora youth is an Aurora issue. 

Contact City Council and tell them Aurora 
should take steps to stop tobacco sales to 
minors. We can’t wait for the State.

Not sure who to call or email?
Go to: aurorahealthykids.org/map/map.html

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

that’s what partners are for.

Membership is open to anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school in Aurora, Watkins, Bennett, Strasburg and portions of eastern Centennial, active and retired military and family 
members. Your savings are federally insured to at least $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration (NCUA).

(303) 340-3343 | www.FitzsimonsCU.comGive us a call or stop into one of our branches to see how we stand out!
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It’s Back to School Time… 

Are Your Kids Covered?

Colorado Access can help you with 
low-cost health and dental insurance for your kids!

Call Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) offered by Colorado Access today.

)LQG�RXW�KRZ�\RXU�NLGV�FDQ�JHW�DFFHVV�WR������SURYLGHUV�DQG�D�JUHDW�EHQH¿�WV�SDFNDJH��
Includes:  � Preventive care (well-child exams and immunizations)

� Inpatient Care  � Vision Services  � Maternity Care and more

:H�DUH�D�&HUWL¿�HG�$SSOLFDWLRQ�$VVLVWDQFH�6LWH�±�
We can help you apply for CHP+. 

Call 1-888-214-1101 for more information.

Se habla español. 

“Your Trusted Healthcare Partner” www.coaccess.com
CHPH_1a_82012


