
Message from the 
Interim 
Superintendent  
The 2016-17 school year is off to a 
wonderful start!  I am so fortunate to 
serve in this capacity here in Britton 
Deerfield Schools and truly enjoy 
working with our students, staff, parents and community 
members.

This year we are focused on change and moving our district 
forward in a positive direction.  We are working on customizing 
learning opportunities for each individual student and 
maintaining a high level of academic and athletic excellence.  
With the recent shift in elementary grades, our students have 
adjusted to their daily routines and are excited about their 
learning!  It is such a great year to be a Patriot!

We have many Points of Pride to share this year.  The district has 
leased three new buses in a effort to maintain our bus fleet, we 
have successfully merged our two elementary schools into one, 
our fall sports teams have experienced a great deal of success 
throughout the past few months, and our staff continues to 
attend professional development sessions to ensure they are kept 
current with best practice teaching methods.  Additionally, we 
have successfully updated our wireless technology infrastructure 
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BD Website 

The Britton Deerfield web 
page is updated on a daily 
basis and is a great resource 
for all information related to 
the district.  Please visit us at 
www.bdschools.us. 

BD Kids Care 

Our district is very fortunate to 
have a child care program on 
site.  Our new Kids Care 
Coordinator, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Fall, is a welcome addition to 
our staff here in Britton 
Deerfield Schools.  The rate for 
kids care this year remains
$4.00/hour and the hours of 
operation are weekdays, 11:30 
am to 6:00 pm.  Please contact  
Mrs. Fall or Mrs. Karen Scholl 
with questions regarding 
payments or programming. 

HAC Information 

The HAC—Home Access 
Center—is a web based 
program that allows students 
and families the opportunity to 
monitor student schedules 
and check academic progress 
on a regular basis.  Please 
contact the Student Services 
Offices if you need assistance. 

BRITTON DEERFIELD 
NEWSLETTER 



and are working on the implementation of a three phase upgrade 
to ensure our students are able to compete in a globally diverse 
and ever-changing 21st century learning environment. Technology 
plays a very important role in education today.  On behalf of our 
district, I would like to thank the Britton Deerfield Education 
Foundation for making contributions that allowed this 
improvement to be made for the benefit of our students and staff.  
We are truly grateful for your continued support.

This school year marks the beginning of change for Britton 
Deerfield Schools.  Together we have the ability to make a 
difference in the lives of our children.  We must work 
collaboratively to ensure the growth of the district.  Its 
sustainability,  growth and existence depend upon all of us.   I am 
so thankful for the support of this tight-knit community.  If you 
are new to Britton Deerfield or have questions about our mission, 
vision or purpose, please contact me by phone at 517-451-4581 or 
email  stacy.johnson@bdschools.us.

Yours in Education,

Mrs. Stacy L. Johnson
Interim Superintendent, BD Schools
 

2016-17 Innovative 
Secondary Schools Initiative Grant  
Britton Deerfield High School is very fortunate to receive a 
$15,000 Innovative Secondary Schools Initiative (ISSI) Grant this 
school year from the Lenawee County Intermediate School 
District.  Our main focus for this grant will be to curriculum 
map all high school core academic subjects (English Language 
Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies) and local assessments 
(quizzes, chapter tests) to the Michigan Common Core State 
Standards by the end of this school year. This is the beginning 
phase of a 3-5 year curriculum mapping project. Aligning each 
high school course will help ensure that our high school students 
graduate with college readiness and employability skills.  Our 
second goal with this grant will be to analyze any curriculum gaps 
based on local unit assessments and state/national assessment 
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Transportation News 

Our transportation department 
here in BD remains dedicated to 
ensuring safe travels to and from 
school, athletic activities and 
other school related events.  We 
are one of the smallest districts 
around who still employ and 
manage their own bus fleet.  We 
currently operate 11 buses and 
run 7 routes each day.  
Additionally, we transport 
students to job placement sites, 
vocational education classes, 
athletic venues and school 
related field trips.  This 
department prides itself on their 
ability to work cooperatively with 
families, employ certified and 
highly-trained drivers, and remain 
safe on our highways and roads.  
If you should have any concerns 
regarding transportation, please 
contact our Transportation 
Director, Dave Pizana, at ext. 107 

During inclement weather 
conditions, you will be notified by 
the instant alert call-out system.  
However, we also post school 
delay and closing information on 
WLEN, TV 11, TV 24 and TV 13. 

mailto:johnson@bdschools.us


results. Addressing any curriculum gaps will benefit our students by guiding future teacher instruction. 
Monthly department meetings are currently being held to allow teachers time to curriculum map each of 
their course offerings. The district has recently purchased ATLAS Rubicon, a curriculum management 
system, to assist teachers in this process. This system allows teacher’s curriculum maps to be published 
within the institution, and to allow for greater communication within—and between—departments. 
During the department meetings, administration and teachers are analyzing local assessments and making 
necessary adjustments to the curriculum mapping process. We are excited to initiate and implement this 
process to strengthen our academics, which will greatly benefit our students. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact John Eisley at 517-451-4581 ext. 111 or email at john.eisley@bdschools.us. 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Homecoming 
football game—

great fun with great 
kids! 

Homecoming Court 
2016

Homecoming festivities this year were amazing!  Our students participated in spirit week 
during the school day, the Seniors won the Powder Puff  football game, the parade was 

extremely well attended and was so much fun, and the Sand Creek Aggies came to town and 
faced a tough Patriot squad!  Even though they prevailed in the end, it was a well fought battle.  

To end the week, our Alumni celebrated 99 years of  organization!  The alumni banquet was 
held on Saturday, October 8th.  Over 100 alumni shared in a wonderful ceremony with lots of  

food and fellowship.  We are certainly looking forward to celebrating 100 years next year!

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

Britton Deerfield Schools shall not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital 
status, disability, or handicap in admission to, access to, 
participation in, benefits of, or employment in its programs or 
activities as provided by district policy and in compliance with 
federal and state law.  For more information, please contact the 
Superintendent’s office.
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We welcome visits from parents 
and community members.  
However, for the safety of our 
students and staff,  anyone 
entering the buildings MUST go 
directly to the office to sign in 
and receive a guess badge.  This 
will help to prevent interruptions 
in instruction and keep our 
buildings safe and secure. 

The Britton Deerfield Board of 
Education and Administrative 
team encourages parents, 
guardians and citizens to 
volunteer in our learning 
environment throughout the year.  
Anyone interested in 
volunteering or working directly 
with students must complete a 
criminal background check 
before entering the building as a 
volunteer.  Criminal Background 
forms are available in all school 
building offices. 

TLC Student Banking 

TLC Community Credit Union continues to focus on 
helping our youth plan their financial futures with 
the Youth Financial Literacy Program. This student-
run bank provides our students the opportunity  to 
learn about the inner workings of the credit union 
through education and hands-on work experience.  
This program is a great way to learn about 
financial responsibilities while having fun!  Please 
encourage your children to participate in TLC this 
year.  Accounts can be started with just a quarter!  
If you have questions, please contact Lillian 
Wolcott at 517-263-9120.

During the school year—children lose 
their personal belongings from time-to-

time.  Please take a moment to label 
your child’s belongings.  This includes 
sweatshirts, jackets, coats, book bags, 

lunch boxes, gym shoes, etc.  This helps 
us to return items to your child when 

they are turned in.  Also, please 
remember to keep valuable items at 

home.  Britton Deerfield Schools is not 
responsible for lost or stolen items.  At 

the end of each semester, lost and found 
items will be donated to a local charity.

@ Britton Deerfield Schools

Cafeteria News 

Our school cafeteria uses the MEAL MAGIC system for 
payment.  This allows families the opportunities to pay 
with cash, check, credit or debit card.  Envelopes are 
available in the cafeteria for payments made to the 

school.  To establish an account online, visit 
www.sendmoneytoschool.com.  This website also 

allows parents to track their child’s food purchases.  
Students are reminded that only one lunch charge can 

be made when accounts are negative.  Lunch menus are 
available on our website at the start of each month.  

Each year, Federal Lunch Program requirements must 
be met.  Our prices are based on these requirements 

and can also be found on our school website.

http://www.sendmoneytoschool.com
http://www.sendmoneytoschool.com
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          1. What will appear on the Spring 2017 ballot? 

In the Spring of 2017, voters in the Britton Deerfield School District will be asked to consider a Sinking 
Fund. The Sinking Fund millage could generate an up to additional $472,000 each year to fund the District’s 

safety and security needs, urgent and necessary building and site repairs/improvements, while preserving 
General Fund dollars for the educational needs of our students.

2. What is a Sinking Fund? 

A Sinking Fund millage is a limited property tax, considered a “pay-as-you-go” method for funding building 
maintenance and infrastructure projects. No debt or interest expense is incurred with a Sinking Fund. The 
tax is levied each year and the revenue generated from this levy is designated to building upgrades or repair. 
Sinking Fund expenses are audited by the Michigan Department of Treasury for compliance annually. The 

Sinking Fund revenues cannot be used for general fund expenditures.

3. How can a Sinking Fund be used? 

Sinking Funds can be used for remodeling, repair/replacement of buildings and sites, improvements to 
current structures, other capital projects and technology.  Expenses must be audited for compliance with the 

Michigan Department of Treasury guidelines.

4. What are the restrictions on Sinking funds? 

The Sinking Fund cannot be used to fund ongoing operating expenses, salaries or benefits, textbooks and 
supplies, preventative maintenance or transportation.

5. Why do we need a Sinking Fund? 

Over the past decade, there have been severe cuts to the state’s per pupil allocation, which is the primary 
source of funding for the district’s ongoing operations. Without the Sinking Fund millage, major repairs 

would need to be paid for with operating funds that would otherwise be used to support educational needs 
of the district. Since funds are already strained to meet educational needs, repairs may need to be postponed 

which may result in more expensive repair costs in the future. The District has identified several projects 
that fall under either the category of school safety or building and site repair/improvements. A list of priority 

projects has been started.  The projects have been discussed with the Board of Education and the 
Administrative Team.  Some of these projects include, but are not limited to: roof contract/repairs, track, 

parking lot updates, scoreboards, update storage areas, create more office space, update sensory rooms, gym 
floor logo (9 years), multipurpose floor, and the continued progress with technology upgrade.   With the 

passing of the Sinking Fund, the District could plan projects systematically which may help to avoid paying 
for costly emergency repairs.

Maintenance and Improvement “Sinking 
Fund” Millage—Frequently Asked Questions
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6. What is a mill? 

A mill represents $1 for every $1,000 of taxable value of your property. The taxable value of your property is 
the same, or lower than, the state equalized value (SEV) and is approximately 50% or more lower than the 

market value of your property.

7. What is the approximate impact of the Sinking Fund millage on property taxes? 

The impact on your property taxes for a 3 mill levy is illustrated below:

8. What is the difference between a bond and a Sinking Fund millage?  

A bond is a form of borrowing, which means taxpayers must pay back the borrowed funds over a period of 
years with interest. A Sinking Fund millage is levied, not borrowed, which means the revenues are generated 
from a tax and do not include the district taking on additional debt or interest expense.  It also means that it 

does not have to be repaid if the operating entity is no longer present.

9. How will the proposal appear on the ballot? 

As the election draws closer, the Britton Deerfield legal team (Thrun Law Firm) will assist the district in the 
language used on the actual ballot.  However, based on past ballots, the following language, or language 

similar to the following, may be used, based on the number of mills sought:

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property in Britton Deerfield 
Schools,  Lenawee  and  Monroe  Counties,  Michigan,  be  increased  by  and  the  Board  of  Education  be 
authorized to levy not to exceed 3 mill ($1.00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 5 years, 
2017 to 2021, inclusive, to create a sinking fund for the construction or repair of school buildings and all 
other purposes authorized by law;  the estimate of the revenue of the school district will  collect if  the 
millage is approved and levied in 2017 is approximately $472,392?

10.  Where do I vote? 

Residents of the Britton Deerfield School District will vote at polling locations which have been designated 
by your local township/city/village clerk.  Any questions relating to this information can also be directed to 

these offices, or you can contact the Interim Superintendent at 517-451-4581 ext. 101.

Home Market 
Value

Home Taxable 
Value

Annual Increase  
(3 mill)

Approximate 
Monthly Cost

$75,000 $37,500 $112.50 $9.38

$100,000 $50,000 $150.00 $12.50

$125,000 $62,500 $187.50 $15.63

$150,000 $75,000 $225.00 $18.75
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BD Education Foundation 

The Britton Deerfield Education Foundation was established to 
enhance the educational opportunities for all students within the 
district.  This organization assists with scholarships for students, 
alumni and teachers, and works on capital improvement projects 
that help to make our district viable. 

One of the capital projects the BD Education Foundation takes 
great pride in is our athletic complex.  As many of you know, the 
Foundation continues to add Sponsorship Bricks to the athletic 
complex.  If you are interested in purchasing a brick for a student, 
group or your family, please call Mrs. Stacy Johnson or any 
member of the BD Education Foundation—or you may pick up a 
form in the Business Office.  What a great way to embed your loved 
ones into BD history! 

 

Notice of Pesticide Use 

Pesticides are periodically applied to school district property as 
part of the district’s pest management program.  Parents and legal 
guardians of children enrolled in the district have the right to 
request prior notification of pesticide applications to the 
buildings and grounds.  In order to be notified prior to the 
application process, the parent or legal guardian must request and 
return a “Pesticide Prior Notification Request Form.”  This form 
may be obtained from the Superintendent’s Office at 201 College 
Ave., Britton, MI 49229, or by calling (517) 451-4581
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Medications 

In keeping with the policies and laws 
associated with the distribution of 
medication in schools, Britton 
Deerfield Schools will use the 
following procedures: 

• any medications dispensed from 
the office must have a medication 
form filled out and signed by the 
doctor and the parents.  This form 
is available in the office.

• All medication must be brought to 
school by a parent and must be in 
the original bottle—even over-the-
counter medications.  NO baggies 
or other containers are acceptable.

• Prescriptions must be in the 
original bottle and have the 
physician’s name and dosage 
information on the label.  

If you have questions, please contact 
the Student Service’s Office.

Notice of Non-
Discrimination 

Britton Deerfield Schools does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin or 
ancestry, age, sex, marital status or 
handicap in the admission to, 
access to, participation in, benefits 
of, or employment in its programs 
or activities as provided by district 
policy and in complicate with 
federal and state law. For more 
information, please contact the 
Office of the Superintendent.

FINAL THOUGHTS 
Together we can… | Together we will…| Together we ARE!!!
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 REMINDERS 
Britton Deerfield Schools  

Hours of Operation: 
8:00 am —  3:00 pm 
(1/2 Days of school  
release at 11:32 am) 

SCHOOL DOORS OPEN  
AT 7:20 AM DAILY 

If you are a group 
leader for organizations 

such as 4-H, Boy/Girl Scouts, 
Church youth groups, etc. and are 
interested in service work…please 

contact Mrs. Johnson in the 
Superintendent’s Office!  We 
have much work to be done 

at BD!

 Britton Deerfield Board of 
Education Meetings 

2016-17 

November 10, 2016 Deerfield 
December 8, 2016  Britton 
January 12, 2017  Deerfield 
February 9, 2017  Britton 
March 9, 2017  Deerfield 
April 13, 2017  Britton 
May 11, 2017  Deerfield 
June 8, 2017  Britton 
June 29, 2017  Britton      

The 

Athletic 
Boosters 

need 
assistance with  

concession stands 
for all home athletic 

events.  Please call Kathy 
Meinert at 517.403.7315 to 

sign-up!

All Pay-to-Participate 
monies should be turned in 

to the coaches by the date of 
the first athletic contest.  If you 

need help or assistance, 
contact Athletic Director, 
Erik Johnson, @ ext. 116

The Patriot Youth Sports Program is an 
organization dedicated to promoting 

activity and healthy lifestyle through youth 
sports programming.  They have a number 

of upcoming projects they would like to 
take on including sound proofing the 

multi-purpose room, adding new filtered 
water refilling stations and finding 

alternative storage for equipment.  They 
are in need of YOU!  Please consider 

joining them for their Board Meetings on 
the 1st Sunday of every month to help 

share in new ideas and make the existing 
ideas a reality.  Questions??? 

Call Kelly Shiels at 517.403.9008

Trimesters 
End: 

December 2, 
2016 and 
March 10, 

2017 
2nd Semester 

Starts on 
January 23, 
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November 11, 2016
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