
April 2, 2020 
 

Governor Closes Michigan Schools Through the end of the 2019-2020 School 
Year in an Effort to Mitigate the Spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
On Thursday, April 2, 2020, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued Executive Order 2020-35, re-
quiring the closure of all Michigan schools through the end of the current (2019-2020) school year. This 
means that students enrolled in Britton Deerfield Schools, and any Lenawee Intermediate School District 
(LISD) program or services, will not physically attend school at a school building for the remainder of the 
school year. This decision was made for the sole and important purpose of continuing to reduce the 
spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 
As educators, this was a disappointing, but understandable decision by the Governor. We want very 
much to provide instruction and learning for students through face-to-face interactions in our class-
rooms and facilities. However, we also understand that one of our primary obligations is to ensure the 
health and safety of our students, staff, and community. Today, staying home will best achieve that 
most important responsibility.  
 
Although we will not have the opportunity to meet face-to-face with our students for the remainder of 
the current school year, students will still be expected to continue their education in some capacity, al-
beit from the comfort of home. Pursuant to the Governor’s directive in her executive order, Britton 
Deerfield Schools will be providing distance learning opportunities for all students.  Additionally, the dis-
trict will be working with the LISD to support the implementation of a continuous learning plan.  
 
The sudden shift from largely face-to-face, classroom-based instruction to exclusively online learning 
presents significant challenges for our schools, and, in many cases, our students and families. We recog-
nize that not all students have access to technology and adequate internet service. We also know that 
not all students are equipped to learn in this way. In particular, many of our students with disabilities 
require services which are not easily duplicated virtually. Knowing this, we continue to actively work on 
a continuous learning plan that will maximize educational opportunity for all students to the best of our 
ability under the circumstances. 
 
As we further develop our continuous learning plan, I will be working with Principals, program supervi-
sors, teachers, and other staff members to provide additional details about what distance learning will 
look like and what will be required through the reminder of the year. These individuals may also be 
reaching out to you, as individual students and families, to inquire about challenges that may exist such 
as technology or internet limitations. We ask for your assistance and cooperation as we work to develop 
instructional and learning opportunities that will work for all learners.  
 
We also recognize that closure of school and the inability to gather in large groups necessitates the post-
ponement and/or cancellation of a number of year-end activities and events that are valued by our stu-
dents and families, such as prom and graduation.  Britton Deerfield Schools is evaluating alternative op-
tions to the typical year-end graduation ceremonies and will communicate with impacted students and 
parents as soon as a decision has been made. Most other events and activities will be cancelled or, in 
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limited cases, postponed. Information will be shared with affected students and parents as these deci-
sions are made. As Superintendent, I can assure you we are not taking these decisions lightly.  It is of the 
utmost importance to us that we celebrate our students—especially our seniors--and their work and ac-
complishments.  Although it may be much later than anticipated—we will have student celebrations! 
 
Food service will continue to be provided by the Ridgeway Nazarene Church.  This organization has been 
so wonderful to our community and we are ever-indebted to you.  As the state of our community 
changes over the coming weeks, Britton Deerfield Schools will continually assess the situation and make 
decisions based on the needs of our students.  Should the need arise for more meals to be provided, we 
will take action to ensure that possibility.   
 
On behalf of myself, the Britton Deerfield Board of Education and our staff, we want to thank you for 
your continued patience as we navigate these unchartered waters. We also want to encourage you to 
continue to follow the stay-at-home and social distancing guidance that has been issued by our govern-
mental officials.  Please continue to monitor your email and to pay close attention to the instant alert 
messages sent from the school.  Additionally, you can visit the school’s website at www.bdschools.us or 
the BD Facebook page for additional information and updates.   Stay safe, stay at home, and continue to 
be vigilant as we work though this unprecedented time, together. 
 
 
Yours in Education, 
 
Mrs. Stacy Johnson 
Superintendent 
Britton Deerfield Schools 
 
 
 
For additional information about COVID-19, please visit:  
 

• Lenawee County Health Department (www.lenawee.mi.us/917/2019-Novel-Coronavirus) 

• State of Michigan Coronavirus Page (www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/) 

• United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/) 
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