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   WAITING ON THE WORLD TO CHANGE: PROJECT OVERVIEW
FINAL PRODUCT
Students implement an action plan to address an 
issue.

AREA OF STUDY
Civics

TIMEFRAME
20 hours

AGE GROUP
Grades 9-12

KEY STANDARDS ASSESSED
C3.D2.Civ.2.9-12 >> Analyze the role of a citizen 
C3.D2.Civ.7.9-12 >> Apply civic virtues
C3. D2.Civ.5.9-12 >> Analyze citizen effectiveness
C3.D4.6.9-12 >> Analyze problems and causes
C3.D4.7.9-12 >> Assess options for action
C3.D4.8.9-12 >> Use democratic strategies to take 
action
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.7 >> Research 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 >> Collaborative 
discussion 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >> Peer deci-
sion-making 
See APPENDIX 1 >> for the full list of standards.

RUBRICS
Project Rubric >>
BIE Presentation Rubric >>

PLANNING TOOLS AND TEMPLATES
Project Design Companion >>
Student Planning Sheet >>

WHY WAITING ON THE WORLD TO CHANGE?
Students actively engage in the political process in their community. After 
identifying a problem or an issue of concern, students design and implement 
an action plan that raises awareness and/or provides a solution to the 
problem. 

DRIVING QUESTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

CRITIQUE & REVISION
There are two specific “moments” when critique and revision 
are essential: when determining the political issue and when 
revising the action plan.

STUDENT VOICE AND CHOICE
In collaboration with their peers, students investigate an issue 
in their community that is important to them and develop their 
own plan of action. 

REFLECTION
Reflection is embedded in each stepping stone. It’s 
particularly essential after each of the “moments” when 
students receive a critique on their action plan, BEFORE they 
begin the revision process. Students will reflect on: the key 
content and skills, their issue statement, the quality of their 
action plan, their contributions to the group, and their group’s 
effectiveness as a team.

KEY KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, AND SUCCESS SKILLS
Students work collaboratively to solve a problem in their 
community by creating, managing, and implementing their 
own political action plan. As they do this, they explore the 
civic ideals and practices that are required of citizens in a 
participatory democracy. 

PUBLIC PRODUCT
The public product is a form of political activism. 

AUTHENTICITY
The authenticity of this project is rooted in two facets. 
First, the project empowers students to address an issue of 
genuine concern in their own community and to be active, 
engaged community members. Second, students develop and 
implement an action plan in which they use civic action tools 
that political activists routinely employ. 

   WHAT MAKES THIS PROJECT GOLD-STANDARD PBL?
SUSTAINED INQUIRY
Students generate questions, learn from experts, and conduct 
research, and then use that information to create action 
plans. Students may move back and forth between different 
inquiry steps. Their research may prompt them to revisit 
their question, or their action plan revision may spark new 
questions and better ideas for action. 

CHALLENGING PROBLEM OR QUESTION
The driving question for this project is, “How can we make 
change happen in our community?” Individual projects have 
their own specific problem or issue they are tackling in order 
to make a change in their community. 

How can we make change happen in our 
community?

https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Tj60RPJcgjZikt7GcDhlL41yjb6T3PzB7W5tzjl1jk/edit#gid=1996289639
https://www.bie.org/object/document/9_12_presentation_rubric_ccss_aligned
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ne3UypIGs8Uimgc7srfq8pf5G-cPpSiVQ5FC-OlQg_g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jg9kzU0FqraN1wAL4hdh2U16WzAuH0dwdlF6WiDwWZI/edit
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EXPLORING STUDENT POLITICAL ACTIVISM EXPLORING POLITICAL ISSUES

HOW CAN WE MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN IN OUR COMMUNITY?
Around the country and around the globe, young people are standing up and taking action. Some action 
is local, like ensuring that all students have access to a bus pass, or national, like working to change gun 
control policies and laws, while other action is global, like founding a movement to address the effects of 
climate change.  

Young people act for a variety of reasons. Some are inspired by the love they share with their family and 
want to extend the same compassion and empathy to others in the community. Some act in response to a 
crisis situation. Others imagine possibilities and are moved to act upon them. 

POLITICAL ISSUES 
Any issue or concern can become a political issue when members of the community and the government 
recognize it as an issue and attempt to address it. There are a wide range of issues students can explore for 
this project: local, national, or even international. Students may think of themselves as members of multiple 
communities: their neighborhood, their country, or the world. 

click to explore:click to explore:

RESOURCE #1
Boston Students Advocate for 

Free Bus Passes 
>>

RESOURCE #2
iMatter Climate Change 

Organization >>

RESOURCE #3
8 Amazing Kids Who Have 

Changed the World
>>

RESOURCE #1
Volunteer Organization With List 

of Community Issues
>>

RESOURCE #2
Pew Research List of Topics/
Issues Pertinent to the United 

States >>

RESOURCE #3
United Nations List of Global 

Issues
>>

http://baystatebanner.com/news/2017/jun/21/boston-school-students-advocate-free-bus-passes/
http://baystatebanner.com/news/2017/jun/21/boston-school-students-advocate-free-bus-passes/
http://baystatebanner.com/news/2017/jun/21/boston-school-students-advocate-free-bus-passes/
http://baystatebanner.com/news/2017/jun/21/boston-school-students-advocate-free-bus-passes/
http://www.imatteryouth.org/
http://www.imatteryouth.org
http://www.imatteryouth.org
https://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/responsible-living/photos/8-amazing-kids-who-have-changed-the-world/dylan-mahalingam#top-desktop
https://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/responsible-living/photos/8-amazing-kids-who-have-changed-the-world/dylan-mahalingam#top-desktop
https://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/responsible-living/photos/8-amazing-kids-who-have-changed-the-world/dylan-mahalingam#top-desktop
https://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/responsible-living/photos/8-amazing-kids-who-have-changed-the-world/dylan-mahalingam#top-desktop
https://www.dosomething.org/us
https://www.dosomething.org/us
https://www.dosomething.org/us
https://www.dosomething.org/us
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/global-issues-overview/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/global-issues-overview/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/global-issues-overview/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/global-issues-overview/
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   THE PROJECT PATH AND KEY MILESTONES
The Project Path illustrates the 
learning process in a project-
based, competency-based 
setting. 

Project Milestones help clarify 
the path from Launch to Present, 
as learners move through an 
iterative process of building 
new knowledge and skills, and 
applying their new knowledge 
and skills to develop, critique, 
and refine their products in 
collaboration with peers.

The Project Path and the Project 
Milestones provide a concrete 
but flexible structure for project 
design and implementation.

The Project Milestones are color 
coded in this Project Path and 
throughout the document.

1

Student teams 
implement their 
action plan in the 
community.  

6
LAUNCH

BUILD KNOWLEDGE

DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE

Student explores the 
project and develops a set 
of need to know questions 
(NTKs).

PRESENT

5
Student teams finalize an 
action plan after reflection 
and incorporating feedback. 

2 Student learns about 
political activism and tools 
activists use. 

3 Student teams 
identify and research 
a political issue in 
their community. 

Student teams draft an 
action plan with a clear 
strategy to address the 
issue. 

4

7
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   PROJECT MILESTONES AND STEPPING STONES

ENTRY EVENT PREVIEW THE PROJECT EXPLORE THE DRIVING QUESTION CURRENT EVENT EXAMPLES

RESEARCH POLITICAL ISSUE

GROUP REFLECTION 

LEARN FROM EXPERTS

WRITE ISSUE STATEMENT

REVISE ACTION PLAN PRACTICE & PREPARE PRESENT REFLECT

FEEDBACK FROM EXPERTSEXPLORE ACTIVISM OPTIONS DRAFT AN ACTION PLAN

Student attends a political 
activism event or explores 
examples of political activism. 

Student teams identify and 
research a political issue in 
their community. 

Student teams reflect on the 
draft action plan and feedback 
from experts. 

Student is introduced to the 
expectations for the final 
product.

Student explores the question, 
“How can we make change 
happen in our community?” 

Student explores current event 
examples of political activism. 

Student reads, listens, and 
watches closely to uncover the 
tools activists use. 

Student teams write and 
present an issue statement for 
feedback. 

Student teams revise their 
action plan. 

Student teams make final 
preparations for their political 
activism. 

Student teams implement their 
action plan and take part in 
political activism. 

Students and teacher reflect 
on their original NTKs 
and their current sense of 
understanding.

Student teams elicit feedback 
from experts in the field. 

Student teams explore 
activism options. 

Student teams draft an action 
plan with a clear strategy to 
address the issue. 

MILESTONE #1: Student explores the project and develops a set of need to know  
questions (NTKs).

MILESTONE #2: Student learns about political activism and tools 
activists use. 

MILESTONE #3 : Student teams identify and research a political 
issue in their community. 

MILESTONE #5: Student teams finalize an action plan after 
reflection, and incorporation of feedback. 

MILESTONE #4: Student teams draft an action plan with a 
clear strategy to address the issue. 

MILESTONE #5: Student teams 
finalize an action plan. 

MILESTONE #5: Student teams implement their action plan in the community. 
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What will the product and/
or performance include?

Begin with the end in mind! It’s time to tee up a few significant decisions you’ll need to make 
about the final project. As you make decisions, reflect on what you believe will work best with 
your students and your community, as well as time constraints, budgets, and your own skills 
and comfort level.

PRESENT

LAUNCH

DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE

BUILD  
KNOWLEDGESYNTHESIZE

INQUIRY

1. Review the three decision points below.
2. After weighing your options, make your decision and document them in your 
Project Design Planning Companion >>.

Student conducts political 
activism by using basic 
activism tools, such as a 
poster campaign in school. 

WHAT TO DO:

Student conducts political 
activism by using more 
advanced activism tools, such 
as social media or planning a 
march in the community. 

Student conducts political 
activism by using a complex 
mixture of activism tools, 
such as all forms of media, 
developing a platform, etc. 

   CUSTOMIZING THE PRODUCT OR PERFORMANCE

Who will the audience be, 
and how will you ensure 
an audience?

How much decision-
making power will students 
have regarding the topic, 
audience, and final product?

As part of the action plan, 
student selects a target 
audience, such as the school 
community. 

As part of the action plan, 
student selects a tool that 
has high public visibility, such 
as social media or a march 
downtown.

As part of the action plan, 
student analyzes, strategizes, 
and conducts outreach to 
ensure an audience.

Teacher selects the issue 
in the community and the 
activism tools available to 
students. 

Student selects the community 
issue, but the teacher selects 
the activism tools. 

Student selects both the issue 
and the activism tools. 

Low Complexity Medium Complexity High ComplexityDECISION POINTS:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ne3UypIGs8Uimgc7srfq8pf5G-cPpSiVQ5FC-OlQg_g/edit


1

Student teams share 
their solutions with 
an audience.6

LAUNCH

BUILD KNOWLEDGE

DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE

Student explores the 
project and develops a set 
of need to know questions 
(NTKs).

PRESENT

5
Student teams finalize an 
action plan after reflection 
and incorporating feedback. 

2 Student explores the history 
of space travel and the 
inventions that have made 
this exploration possible 
for humans.

3 Student explores the 
challenges of space 
travel, the environment 
of Mars, and the effect of 
both on humans.

Student teams ideate 
and develop a proposed 
solution to their selected
problem.

4

12

   MILESTONE #1: LAUNCHING INQUIRY
Welcome to Launching Inquiry. This 
milestone is the entryway into Waiting 
on the World to Change. Students 
begin their exploration of the driving 
question, “How can we make change 
happen in our community?”

The entry event of every good project 
creates the opportunity to begin an 
inquiry cycle driven by students’ own 
need to know questions (NTKs). In 
Waiting on the World to Change, 
students’ questions may touch on 
political activism, tools activists use, 
or political and social issues in the 
community, or they may venture into 
territory you have not anticipated. 

The key is to honor all questions as 
students orient to the project.

Note: The recommended resources 
will be helpful as you design lessons 
for this milestone.

STEPPING STONES
ENTRY EVENT
Student attends a political activism event or explores 
examples of political activism through a variety of media. 

PREVIEW THE PRODUCT
Student explores the question: “How can we make change 
happen in our community?”

Student develops a list of need to know questions to guide 
their inquiry.

EXPLORE THE DRIVING QUESTION
Student is introduced to the expectations for the final 
product. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
TEXTS AND DATA

• March of the Penguins: Kids Take Political Activism to the Virtual 
World >>

• Youth Led Activism >>

• 10 Ways Youth Can Engage in Activism >>

• The Shorty Awards >>

• How the Student Activists of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School Demonstrate the Power of a Comprehensive Education >>

AUDIO AND VISUALS
• Ted Talk: Being Young and Making an Impact >>

• Michigan Teen Builds Playground >>

• Nine Stories Made by and About Young People Making a Difference 
>>

• Being a Solutionary >>

TOOLS AND FORMS
• Know/Want-to-Know Chart >>

• Inquiry Chart >>

13

https://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2016/11/17/502347050/march-of-the-penguins-kids-take-political-activism-to-virtual-world
https://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2016/11/17/502347050/march-of-the-penguins-kids-take-political-activism-to-virtual-world
https://freechild.org/youth-led-activism/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/10-ways-youth-can-engage-in-activism
http://shortyawards.com/category/6th/social_good_campaign
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/02/the-student-activists-of-marjory-stoneman-douglas-high-demonstrate-the-power-of-a-full-education.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/02/the-student-activists-of-marjory-stoneman-douglas-high-demonstrate-the-power-of-a-full-education.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/natalie_warne_being_young_and_making_an_impact
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/making-a-difference/inspired-disabled-brother-michigan-teen-builds-playground-n453321
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/student-reporting-labs-giving-back
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/student-reporting-labs-giving-back
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImOi9YnMau8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQbQZbU8bJP6U3WbABvpY_frzjoLQSh9-DAtCsNoHsU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GSfYJQi3Qov4X02sY7B1qz0r12XqmkXLBBu6CJqrvl0/edit
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Structure of a 
Launch...

As you design your lauch, consider this three-part structure to help guide your efforts: Entry Event, Project 
Preview, and Driving Question Exploration. The launch may be only one lesson, but these three key segments 
each involve careful decision-making, planning, and materials development. Let’s take a closer look.

MATCH, LIT.
Student participates 
in an engaging shared 
experience that generates 
excitement about the 
Waiting on the World to 
Change project.

PROJECT, LINKED.
The connection between 
the provocation or entry 
event and the final project 
is totally clear; basic 
project expectations are 
communicated upfront.

INQUIRY, LAUNCHED.
Opportunities for students 
to generate their own need 
to know questions (NTKs) 
pique their innate curiosity 
as they begin to connect 
with the challenge: How 
can we make change 
happen in our community? 

ENTRY EVENT
Captivating experiences 
create buzz, provide context, 
access prior knowledge, 
and tap student interests, 
curiosities, and values.

PREVIEW THE 
PROJECT
Student is introduced to the 
expectations for the final 
product. 

EXPLORE THE 
CHALLENGE QUESTION
Student accesses and 
assesses prior knowledge, 
and asks their own questions. 
Student uses their questions 
to frame inquiry into issues 
central to the project.

1)

2)

3)

MIGHT LOOK LIKE...
• The ideal entry event is for students 

to witness an act of political 
activism in person. If that’s not 
feasible, students could explore 
acts of activism through a variety of 
media. 

• Teachers and student review the 
project description, guidelines, 
and rubric, and complete a One 
Comment One Question >> activity. 

• Student generates their list of NTKs 
and records them in a Graphic 
Organizer, such as an Inquiry Chart 
>> or a KNWS Chart >>. 

DESIRED OUTCOMES

EXAMPLES OF INITIAL STUDENT NEED TO KNOWS

To support your planning, these
questions are examples of what
students may ask for this project.

• What is political activism? 
• Why is political activism important in a democracy? 
• How can I and other young people engage in political activism? 

POLITICAL ACTIVISMN
T
K

COMMUNITY ISSUES

• What are the strengths, struggles, and dreams in my community? 
• What issues do I care most about? 
• Why is it an issue in my particular community? 
• What actions can I take in order to address this issue? 

The need to know process is essential to the project. It helps students activate their prior 
knowledge and identify their own questions for exploration.

http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/one-comment-one-question
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/one-comment-one-question
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/inquiry-charts
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/inquiry-charts
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/knws
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 SAMPLE LAUNCH: STUDENT VIEW

THE ENTRY EVENT
In this project, you will design and participate in an act of political 
activism for an issue that is important to you and your community. 
The best way to understand what you will do in this project is to see 
political activism in action. Your teacher will give you some ideas for 
local options of political activism that you can witness or provide you 
with links to explore examples online.

LESSON LAUNCH
LESSON LAUNCH
You will need to decide whether 
students will attend a live 
political activism event, such as 
a march, an information session 
at a community event, or a 
neighborhood cleanup event. If 
there are no feasible options 
in your community, compile a 
list of examples for students to 
explore. Find some examples in 
the Recommended Resources >> 
section of the launch. 

PREVIEW PROJECT EXPECTATIONS
The Student Planning Sheet >> 
will help students orient to the 
project. Adapt it to fit your specific 
expectations and plans.

INVESTIGATE
PREVIEW PROJECT EXPECTATIONS
Our project is to design and take part in an act of political activism in 
your local, national, or international community. With a group of peers, 
you will select an issue that is important to you and select a method of 
political activism that addresses the issue. As you explore the Student 
Planning Sheet >> for the project, complete a Jot Thoughts >> activity 
with a small group of your peers. 

INVESTIGATE (CONT’D)

SYNTHESIZE AND REFLECT

INVESTIGATE
Exploring the driving question 
and generating the need to 
knows work best when it is a 
combination of individual and 
group work. It is important 
to provide students with an 
opportunity to think about what 
they personally know about 
issues in their community and 
political activism. It is equally 
as important for students to 
generate collective knowledge. 
Check out this BIE resource 
on need to knows >> for more 
information!

SYNTHESIZE & REFLECT
The synthesis and reflection 
component helps students to 
step back and think about the 
work they are about to undertake. 

EXPLORE THE DRIVING QUESTION
The driving question for this project is, “How can we make change happen 
in our community?”

INITIATE THE NEED TO KNOW PROCESS
Drawing from the discussions you’ve just had, let’s organize our shared 
knowledge. What do you already know about issues in your communities 
and political activism? What do we need to know or learn in order to be 
able to identify an issue and design a form of political activism to address 
that issue?

CLOSING THE LAUNCH
Now that we have explored our driving question and generated a list 
of need to knows, let’s think about the end product. Imagine you have 
identified a community issue and together with your peers have worked to 
address the issue. Visualize >> what it will be like to participate in political 
activism and how you might feel after you and your peers have addressed 
that issue. 

MILESTONE #1: LAUNCHING INQUIRY

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jg9kzU0FqraN1wAL4hdh2U16WzAuH0dwdlF6WiDwWZI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jg9kzU0FqraN1wAL4hdh2U16WzAuH0dwdlF6WiDwWZI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jg9kzU0FqraN1wAL4hdh2U16WzAuH0dwdlF6WiDwWZI/edit
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/jot-thoughts
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/NKTs_final.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities?search=notetaking&f%5B0%5D=field_learning_strategy%3A23
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/02/the-student-activists-of-marjory-stoneman-douglas-high-demonstrate-the-power-of-a-full-education.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jg9kzU0FqraN1wAL4hdh2U16WzAuH0dwdlF6WiDwWZI/edit
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities?search=notetaking&f%5B0%5D=field_learning_strategy%3A23
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQbQZbU8bJP6U3WbABvpY_frzjoLQSh9-DAtCsNoHsU/edit


Student teams share 
their solutions with 
an audience.6

LAUNCH

BUILD KNOWLEDGE

DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE

Student explores the 
project and develops a set 
of need to know questions 
(NTKs).

PRESENT

2 Student learns about 
political activism and tools 
activists use. 

3 Student teams identify 
and research a 
political issue in their 
community. 

Student teams ideate 
and develop a proposed 
solution to their selected
problem.

4
18

   MILESTONE #2: POLITICAL ACTIVISM

STEPPING STONES
CURRENT EVENT EXAMPLES
Student explores current event examples of political 
activism. 

LEARN FROM EXPERTS
Student reads, listens, and watches closely to 
uncover the tools used by activists. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
TEXTS AND DATA

• From the Sideline to the Front line: Nashville 
Women’s March Sparks Political, Civic Activism >>

• What Can (or Should) Activists Learn From the Tea 
Party? >> 

• Native American Activist Spotlight: Angela Mooney 
D’Arcy >>

AUDIO AND VISUALS
• Black Lives Matter: How 3 Words Became a 

Movement >>

• Women in Leadership Roles Speak on #MeToo 
Movement >>

• The New Young Faces of Anti-Abortion Movement  
>>

TOOLS AND FORMS
• Conferencing Tools >>

Welcome to Political Activism. 
This milestone is where students 
dig into the world of political 
activism. By the end of these 
lessons, students should 
understand that there is a 
difference between community 
service and political activism. If 
students plan a neighborhood 
cleanup as a community service, 
their motivation is often to 
beautify the community, but that 
same act can also be political 
activism if the motivation is to 
encourage fellow citizens to be 
more environmentally conscious. 

Ideally, students will have the 
opportunity to meet with local 
activists and learn about their 
work. This will provide an 
opportunity to ask questions and 
begin to generate ideas for their 
own activism. 

Note: The recommended 
resources will be helpful as you 
design lessons for this milestone.

19

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2018/01/20/nashville-womens-march-2018-activism/1044019001/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2018/01/20/nashville-womens-march-2018-activism/1044019001/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/05/11/what-can-or-should-activists-learn-from-the-tea-party/?utm_term=.734512cb476a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/05/11/what-can-or-should-activists-learn-from-the-tea-party/?utm_term=.734512cb476a
https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/culture/social-issues/native-american-activist-spotlight-angela-mooney-darcy/
https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/culture/social-issues/native-american-activist-spotlight-angela-mooney-darcy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ry-hqi9zRuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ry-hqi9zRuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzobFqJRHiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzobFqJRHiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9y6jGPqx0VU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9y6jGPqx0VU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2GwxiRJGQy6UkZSM0hNMmVYeTQ
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1. CURRENT EVENT EXAMPLES
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for students to begin 
to dig into the world of political 
activism. Using current event 
examples is key to help 
students see political activism 
in action today. You will want 
to design 1-2 lessons that 
allow students to explore these 
examples. 

ACTIVITY IDEAS
You could provide the 
examples or have students 
research to find their own. 
These Building Background >> 
activities may give you some 
ideas. 

   STEPPING STONES TO POLITICAL ACTIVISM

1. CURRENT EVENT EXAMPLES 2. LEARN FROM EXPERTS
Standards D2.Civ.5.9-12 >>; D2.Civ.5.9-12 >>; D4.6.9-12 >>; 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.7 >>
D2.Civ.10.9-12 >>; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 >>; 
D4.6.9-12 >>

Students will be 
able to...

Explore current event examples of political activism. Read, listen, and watch closely to understand the tools activ-
ists use. 

Ideas for 
Activities

• Newspaper Connection >>
• Cornell Notes >>
• Concept Collage >>

• Costa’s Questioning >>
• Revisiting Need to Knows >>
• One Comment, One Question >>

Reflection 
and Synthesis 
Prompts

• What patterns or trends did you notice when examining different 
examples of political activism? 

• What were the different roles people played in the form of activ-
ism? 

• What thoughts or ideas did the expert generate for you and 
the project? 

• What did you learn from the expert that helps you better 
understand the world of political activism? 

• What connections do you see between what you learned 
from the current events and from this guest speaker?  

Formative 
Assessment 
Ideas

• Check out these Exit Ticket >> ideas from BIE • Generative Summarizing >>
• Connect Two >>

Suggestions for 
Feedback and 
Support

• If students are struggling to find or explore relevant exam-
ples, these Conferencing Tools >> can help you provide 
additional support. 

• Guided Peer Questions >> can help students process what 
they are learning from the guest speaker. 

REVISITING NEED TO 
KNOWS
As students learn more about 
political activism from current 
events, they should revisit 
their list of need to knows. 
Check out this BIE resource on 
Revisiting Need to Knows >> 
with tips on how to incorporate 
the questions students created 
in the launch.  

WORKING DEFINITION
It is essential that students 
begin to make a distinction 
between doing community 
service and engaging in 
political activism. A basic 
Frayer Model >> can be a 
valuable tool to help students 
flesh out the difference.  

2. LEARN FROM EXPERTS
The purpose of this milestone 
is for students to learn from 
activists. Design 1-2 lessons 
in which students have the 
opportunity to interact with 
activists and ask questions 
about their work. 

Decide the format for students 
to learn from activists. This 
might be a single guest 
speaker or a panel of local 
activists. You will need to find 
local activists, share your 
thoughts on topics for them 
to touch on with students, and 
prepare students by generating 
questions before the guests 
arrive. 

If you wanted to take a 
broader approach, you could 
reach out to national or 
international activists and set 
up a video conference tool 
where students could interact 
virtually. 

COORDINATING 
LOGISTICS
You will also need to 
coordinate logistics such 
as securing space and 
any required technology. 
Think about amenities you 
will provide, such food or 
beverages. You may also want 
to build in time after the event 
where students write thank 
you notes to the activists and 
share their appreciation for 
their time and expertise. 

http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/skills/building-background
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/newspaper-connection
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/cornell-notes
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/concept-collage
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/costas-questioning
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Revisiting_NTKs_final.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/one-comment-one-question
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/ExitTickets_final.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/generative-summarizing
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/connect-two
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2GwxiRJGQy6UkZSM0hNMmVYeTQ
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/guided-peer-questions
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Revisiting_NTKs_final.pdf
http://www.readingeducator.com/strategies/frayer.htm


Student teams share 
their solutions with 
an audience.6

LAUNCH

BUILD KNOWLEDGE

DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE

Student explores the 
project and develops a set 
of need to know questions 
(NTKs).

PRESENT

2 Student learns about 
political activism and tools 
activists use. 

3 Student teams identify 
and research a 
political issue in their 
community. 

Student teams ideate 
and develop a proposed 
solution to their selected
problem.
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   MILESTONE #3: POLITICAL ISSUES

STEPPING STONES
RESEARCH POLITICAL ISSUE
Student teams identify and research a political issue in 
their community. 

WRITE ISSUE STATEMENT
Student teams write and present an issue statement 
for feedback.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
TEXTS AND DATA

• Pew Research List of Issues/Problems >>

• Analyzing Community Problems >>

• How to Write a Problem Statement >>

• WikiHow: Problem Statements >>

• Sample Issue Statements >>

AUDIO AND VISUALS
• What Are the World’s Biggest Problems? >>

• Contest Tasks Kids to Solve Community Issues >> 

• McKenna Pope: Want To Be an Activist? Start With 
Your Toys >>

• Ory Okolloh: How I Became an Activist >>

TOOLS AND FORMS
• Conferencing Tools >>

Welcome to the Political Issues 
milestone. This milestone asks 
students to identify and research 
a political issue and then write 
an issue statement that fully 
describes it. 

Political issues can spark 
passion, be divisive, and make 
some people uncomfortable. 
Preface these lessons with a 
discussion about how to engage 
in these conversations and 
remain respectful and open to 
different opinions and ideas, and 
the need to compromise. 

Note: The recommended 
resources will be helpful as you 
design lessons for this milestone.

23

http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/
http://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/analyzing-community-problems/main
http://www.ceptara.com/blog/how-to-write-problem-statement
https://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Problem-Statement
https://www.nationalrehab.org/Public/Government_Affairs/Issue_Statements/Public/Government_Affairs/Issue_Statements.aspx?hkey=8119afee-acfa-4eab-9dde-b89c3f92a3b0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY9nxG2ZQ7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JparKOcaxqU
https://www.ted.com/talks/mckenna_pope_want_to_be_an_activist_start_with_your_toys
https://www.ted.com/talks/mckenna_pope_want_to_be_an_activist_start_with_your_toys
https://www.ted.com/talks/ory_okolloh_on_becoming_an_activist
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2GwxiRJGQy6UkZSM0hNMmVYeTQ
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1. RESEARCH POLITICAL ISSUE
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for students to identify 
and research a political issue 
in their community. You will 
need to design 3-4 lessons 
where students select a 
community (local, national, 
international), brainstorm 
and select a political issue, 
and then research basic 
information about that issue. 

Depending on your students 
and available time, you may 
want to provide a list of 
political issues from which 
students can select. You may 
also want to include additional 
lessons on research >> 
depending on your students’ 
skill level. 

   STEPPING STONES TO POLITICAL ISSUES

1. RESEARCH POLITICAL ISSUE 2. WRITE ISSUE STATEMENT
Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.7 >>; D2.Civ.5.9-12 >>; 

D2.Civ.7.9-12 >>; D4.6.9-12 >>
D2.Civ.10.9-12 >>; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.9 >>; 
D4.6.9-12 >>; D4.7.9-12 >>

Students will be 
able to...

Identify and research a political issue in their community. Write and present an issue statement for feedback.

Ideas for 
Activities

• Brainstorming >>
• Evaluate the Possibilities >>
• Order of Importance >>
• Elaborative Interrogation >>

• Prewriting Activities >>
• Writing Activities >>

Reflection 
and Synthesis 
Prompts

• What political issue did your group select, and why? 
• Describe your group’s decision-making process? How did you 

decide on the issue? 
• How did you stay organized during your research? 

• Why should people care about your issue? 
• What was the best piece of feedback you gave? What was 

the best piece of feedback you received?  

Formative 
Assessment 
Ideas

• Students could complete a Grids >> activity in which they 
sort information they learned from the research.

• Give and Receive Feedback >>

Suggestions for 
Feedback and 
Support

• Conferencing >> can provide additional support if the group 
is struggling to select an issue. The BIE Work Time >> re-
source is a useful tool for structuring conferences.

• The Tree for Persuasive Writing >> activity can be modi-
fied to help student teams who are struggling to write their 
issue statement.  

GROUP DECISION-MAKING
You will need to also decide 
how students will be grouped. 
Will students self-select 
groups and then come to a 
consensus on an issue they all 
care about? Or will students 
be grouped by issues they 
care about? 

Throughout the project, 
student teams will need to 
work together, make decisions, 
and compromise. 

Check out these BIE resources 
on Using Roles in Teams >> 
and Creating and Using Team 
Contracts >>, which provide 
useful tips to help students 
work as an effective and 
efficient team. 

2. WRITE ISSUE STATEMENT
The purpose of this milestone 
is for students to take what 
they have learned about 
their issue, write an issue 
statement, and present it for 
feedback. Design 1-2 lessons 
that provide student groups 
with time to write their issue 
statement and then present 
them to each other.  

The purpose of the issue 
statement is twofold: 1) 
to have student teams 
summarize what they learned 
about their issue and 2) to 
ensure the issue they selected 
is compelling. The peer 
feedback will help student 
teams gauge interest in their 
issue. 

FEEDBACK
You will need to decide how 
the feedback process will 
be structured. Will groups be 
paired up, or will each group 
present to the full class? Also, 
decide what format students 
will use to give the feedback 
(ex. cool vs. warm feedback, 
scale of 1 to 5, etc.).

IMPROVING THE ISSUE 
STATEMENT 
These two BIE resources, 
Using Rubrics >> and Critique 
Protocols >> have ideas for 
how students can use rubrics 
and protocols to reflect and 
refine their work. 

http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=research
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/9/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=Brainstorming
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/formative-tasks/evaluate-possibilitiesed
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/order-importance
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/elaborative-interrogation
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=prewriting
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=writing
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/grids
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=feedback
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2GwxiRJGQy6UkZSM0hNMmVYeTQ
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/work_time_final.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/tree-persuasive-writing
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/formingteams_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Creating_Using_TeamContracts_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Creating_Using_TeamContracts_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/UsingRubrics_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Critique_Protocols_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Critique_Protocols_final.pdf
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DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE5

Student teams finalize an 
action plan after reflection 
and incorporating feedback. 

2 Student learns about 
political activism and tools 
activists use. 

3 Student explores the 
challenges of space 
travel, the environment 
of Mars, and the effect of 
both on humans.

Student teams draft an 
action plan with a clear 
strategy to address the 
issue. 

4
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   MILESTONE #4: DRAFT ACTION PLAN

STEPPING STONES
EXPLORE ACTIVISM OPTIONS
Student teams explore activism options.

DRAFT ACTION PLAN
Student teams draft an action plan with a clear strategy to 
address the issue. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
TEXTS AND DATA

• Civic Action Project >>
• 10 Ways Youth Can Engage in Activism >>
• So You Want To Be an Activist? 8 Ways to Get 

Involved in Causes You Care About >>
• Thinking About Going to a Rally? Read This 

Activist’s Advice First >>
• How to Make an Action Plan >>

AUDIO AND VISUALS
• TED-Ed: How to Turn Protest Into Powerful 

Change >>

• How to Create an Action Plan in 5 Steps >>

• Top Tips for Writing an Action Plan >>

TOOLS AND FORMS
• Plan an Event >>

Welcome to the Draft an Action 
Plan milestone. This milestone 
asks students to explore activism 
options, the tools and methods 
activists use to make change 
in their community (ex. protests, 
social media, informational 
flyers, door-to-door advocacy, 
etc.). Students can explore these 
different tools and methods 
through examples of activism. 

After students have explored 
these options, they will create 
a draft of their activism action 
plan. They already selected their 
issues, so they now need to 
decide what they are going to do 
about it. Some teams may have 
an idea ready to go, while others 
may need more time to flesh out 
a comprehensive plan.

Note: The recommended 
resources will be helpful as you 
design lessons for this milestone.

http://www.crfcap.org/mod/page/view.php?id=225
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/10-ways-youth-can-engage-in-activism
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/how-to-get-involved-in-causes-you-care-about/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/how-to-get-involved-in-causes-you-care-about/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/01/19/503638106/heading-to-a-protest-read-this-activists-advice-first
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/01/19/503638106/heading-to-a-protest-read-this-activists-advice-first
https://www.projectmanager.com/training/make-action-plan
http://blog.ed.ted.com/2017/01/20/5-ted-ed-lessons-about-american-power-politics-and-protests/
http://blog.ed.ted.com/2017/01/20/5-ted-ed-lessons-about-american-power-politics-and-protests/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1EHZW4oFGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRBjaFB16EI
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/performance-tasks/plan-event
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1. EXPLORE ACTIVISM OPTIONS
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for students to 
explore the range of tools 
and methods activists use 
to address issues. Design 
1-2 lessons where students 
either research on their own 
or examine political activism 
examples that you share. 

Check out this resource from 
BIE on Learning Logs >> 
that can help students stay 
organized as they explore 
activism options.

   STEPPING STONES TO DRAFT ACTION PLAN

TOOLS AND METHODS
You want students to have a 
comprehensive list of tools 
and methods activists use so 
that they have many options 
to choose from when drafting 
their action plan. You may 
want to make a list of your 
own and then find resources 
or stories about activists using 
those tools and methods. You 
could also revisit examples 
of activism shared in previous 
stepping stones and ask 
students to examine them 
through this new lens of tools 
and/or methods. Sharing out 
is particularly important in this 
stepping stone because you 
want all students to be aware 
of all their activism options. 

2. DRAFT THE ACTION PLAN
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for student teams to 
draft an action plan for their 
activism. Design 2-3 lessons 
where students work in teams 
to complete their draft. 

ACTION PLAN TEMPLATE
You will need to create an 
action plan template that can 
guide students through this 
process step by step. In the 
column to the right, you will 
find suggested categories 
to include on your template. 
You’ll notice students have 
completed the issue statement 
in a previous stepping stone. 

Issue Statement: What is the 
issue? What are the causes 
and effects?

Desired End Result: What do 
we want to be the outcome of 
our activism? 

Political Activism Options: 
What activist tools or methods 
are the best for our particular 
issue? 

Strategy: How can we use 
those tools/methods? 

Action Steps: How can we 
implement our strategy? What 
do we need to do? 

Reflection: What roadblocks 
might be run into? How can we 
prepare for those?

1. EXPLORE ACTIVISM OPTIONS 2. DRAFT ACTION PLAN
Standards D2.Civ.5.9-12 >>; D2.Civ.7.9-12 >>; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-

10.7 >>; D4.6.9-12 >>; D4.7.9-12 >>
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >>; D2.Civ.7.9-12 >>; D4.8.9-12 
>> 

Students will be 
able to...

Explore activism options. Draft an action plan with a clear strategy to address the issue. 

Ideas for 
Activities

• Gallery Walk >>
• Quote and Comment >>
• Inquiry Charts >>

• Action plan template
• Problem Solution Brainstorming >>

Reflection 
and Synthesis 
Prompts

• What patterns or trends do you notice about activists’ tools 
or methods? Do some seem more effective than others?

• What factors do you think activists consider when selecting 
tools or methods to use? 

• How did you decide which activist tools or methods were the 
best fit for your issue? 

Formative 
Assessment 
Ideas

• Students could evaluate the possibilities >> by scoring or 
ranking the various tools or methods. 

• Draft of the action plan 

Suggestions for 
Feedback and 
Support

• Students could complete a basic T-chart with the head-
ings “Tools” and “Methods” where they compile a list of 
activism options. 

• Conferencing >> can again be a useful tool to help students 
complete a draft of the action plan. 

http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/learninglog_final.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/gallery-walk
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/quote-and-comment
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/inquiry-charts
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/problem-solution-brainstorming
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/formative-tasks/evaluate-possibilitiesed
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2GwxiRJGQy6UkZSM0hNMmVYeTQ
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DEVELOP AND 
CRITIQUE5

Student teams finalize an 
action plan after reflection 
and incorporating feedback. 

2
Student learns about 
political activism and tools 
activists use. 

3 Student explores the 
challenges of space 
travel, the environment 
of Mars, and the effect of 
both on humans.

Student teams draft an 
action plan with a clear 
strategy to address the 
issue. 

4
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   MILESTONE #5: FINALIZE ACTION PLAN

STEPPING STONES RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
TEXTS AND DATA

• Taking Constructive Criticism Like a 
Champ >>

• Receiving Feedback With Grace and 
Dignity >>

• How to Give and Receive Feedback >>

AUDIO AND VISUALS
• Why Is Feedback Important? >>

• TED Talk: Feedback >>

TOOLS AND FORMS
• Feedback Materials >>

Welcome to the Finalize Action 
Plan milestone. This milestone 
asks students to finalize their 
action plan after reflection and 
incorporating feedback. Students 
may need to revisit their NTKs 
or their list of activism tools and 
methods for ideas to improve 
their action plan after receiving 
feedback from experts. 

Note: Check out the 
recommended resources for 
prototyping suggestions.

FEEDBACK FROM EXPERTS

Student teams elicit feedback from experts in the field. 

GROUP REFLECTION

Student teams reflect on the draft action plan and feedback 
from experts. 

FINALIZE ACTION PLAN

Student teams revise and finalize their action plan.

https://www.themuse.com/advice/taking-constructive-criticism-like-a-champ
https://www.themuse.com/advice/taking-constructive-criticism-like-a-champ
https://www.thebalance.com/receive-feedback-with-grace-and-dignity-1916643
https://www.thebalance.com/receive-feedback-with-grace-and-dignity-1916643
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/happiness-in-world/201002/how-give-and-receive-feedback
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udCqSrTzHSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0bS4xJiEU8
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=feedback


1. FEEDBACK FROM EXPERTS 2. GROUP REFLECTION 3. FINALIZE ACTION PLAN
Standards CSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >>; D2.Civ.7.9-12 >>;  

D4.8.9-12 >>
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A >>; CCSS.ELA-LIT-
ERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >>;  D4.8.9-12 >>

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >>; D4.8.9-12 >>

Students will be 
able to...

Elicit feedback from experts in the field. Reflect on the draft action plan and feedback from 
experts.

After reflection and incorporating feedback, final-
ize an action plan.

Ideas for 
Activities

• Giving and Receiving Feedback >>
• Note-Taking Activities >>

• What? So What? Now What? >>
• 3-2-1 (3 Thoughts, 2 Questions, 1 Next Step) 
• A discussion >> activity where students reflect 

on the feedback they received.

• Incorporating Feedback for Revision >> 

Reflection 
and Synthesis 
Prompts

• What does the feedback tell you about the work of 
political activists? 

• Which of the feedback points was the most help-
ful? Why?

• What was the best piece of feedback you re-
ceived? 

• On a scale of 1-5, how is our group working as a 
team? What changes do we need to make to be 
more effective and/or efficient? 

• Compare and contrast your action plan draft with 
the latest version, what do you notice? 

• Which component of your action plan is your 
strongest/ weakest? Why? 

Formative 
Assessment 
Ideas

• Feedback panels: As students give and receive feed-
back on their action plans, you can observe for the 
content of their plans as well as the quality of feed-
back given. 

• Categorize and code feedback, identifying big themes 
and minor adjustments.

• The revised action plan will provide an opportunity to 
assess whether students made improvements to their 
plan. 

Suggestions for 
Feedback and 
Support

• The Inner Voice Calendar >> can help students 
who need additional time to process information.

• Independent writing activities >> can provide 
students with an opportunity for reflection be-
fore any group discussion.

• Conferencing >>
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1. FEEDBACK FROM EXPERTS 
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for students to receive 
feedback from an expert 
and then use that feedback 
to improve their action plan. 
Design a lesson that helps 
students think about how they 
receive feedback and how to 
process critical feedback. 

You will need to secure experts 
in political activism to provide 
feedback to students. You may 
want to reach out to the same 
guest speakers you invited 
as part of the launch to serve 
as experts. Check out this 
BIE resource on Working With 
Outside Experts >>.

 

   STEPPING STONES TO FINALIZE ACTION PLAN

2. GROUP REFLECTION 
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is to help students 
process the feedback they 
received from an expert in 
activism. You will need to 
design a lesson that allows 
students time to discuss and 
reflect with their team. 

WORKING AS A TEAM 
Before students begin to 
finalize their action plan, this 
is an opportunity to check in 
and revisit some team norms 
and best practices for working 
in teams. Check out these 
BIE resources on Using Roles 
in Teams >> and Creating 
and Using Team Contracts 
>>, which provide useful tips 
to help students work as an 
effective and efficient team. 

3. FINALIZE ACTION PLAN
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for student teams to 
incorporate feedback, make 
revisions, and finalize their 
action plan. The amount of 
time each team needs will vary 
depending on the feedback 
they received. You may need to 
design anywhere between 1-3 
lessons for students. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/formative-tasks/giving-and-receiving-feedbackmultimedia
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=notetaking
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HDaJypDUka8TTVLRVz8a0rkFrFy8FfjjSnTnwqVlkbQ/edit
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=discussion
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/formative-tasks/incorporating-feedback-revisonmultimedia
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/inner-voice-calender
http://www.redesignu.org/search?keyword=writing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2GwxiRJGQy6UkZSM0hNMmVYeTQ
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/outside_experts_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/outside_experts_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/formingteams_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/formingteams_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Creating_Using_TeamContracts_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Creating_Using_TeamContracts_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/Creating_Using_TeamContracts_final.pdf


Student teams 
implement their action 
plan in the community.  6

BUILD KNOWLEDGE
PRESENT

Student explores the history 
of space travel and the 
inventions that have made 
this exploration possible 
for humans.

Student explores the 
challenges of space 
travel, the environment 
of Mars, and the effect of 
both on humans.

Student teams draft an 
action plan with a clear 
strategy to address the 
issue. 

4
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STEPPING STONES
PREPARE
Student teams make final preparations for their political 
activism. 

PRESENT
Student teams implement their action plan and take part in 
political activism. 

REFLECT
Students and teacher reflect on their original NTKs and their 
current sense of understanding. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
TEXTS AND DATA

• The Renaissance of Student Activism >>

AUDIO AND VISUALS
• High School Training Ground >>

• Parkland High School Shooting Survivor Emma 
Gonzalez’s Powerful Speech Demanding Gun 
Control >>

MULTIMEDIA
• 7 Times in History When Students Turned to 

Activism >>

   MILESTONE #6: POLITICAL ACTIVISM IN ACTION
Welcome to Political Activism in 
Action milestone. This milestone 
has three stepping stones: 
prepare, present, and reflect. 
All three are essential, as they 
provide students with both the 
authentic experience of bringing 
their work out into the world 
with elegance and grace, and 
the opportunity to reflect on 
their learnings to inform future 
projects and classwork. 

As you plan lessons to help 
students prepare, think about 
how you might support them in 
striving for a high level of quality. 
For the presentation, take the 
stance that anything that can go 
wrong will, and plan accordingly. 
For the reflection, try to create 
an open, thoughtful, and calm 
moment for students to look 
inward, backward, and forward. 

Note: The recommended 
resources will be helpful as 
you design lessons for this 
milestone.

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/05/the-renaissance-of-student-activism/393749/
https://www.ted.com/talks/malcolm_london_high_school_training_ground
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/2/19/watch_parkland_high_school_shooting_survivor
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/2/19/watch_parkland_high_school_shooting_survivor
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/2/19/watch_parkland_high_school_shooting_survivor
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/05/us/student-protest-movements.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/05/us/student-protest-movements.html
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1. PREPARE
The purpose of this stepping 
stone is for student teams to 
make final preparations for their 
political activism. The specific 
actions will vary based on the 
tools/methods they selected. 
Students might do a practice 
run-through of their event, 
practice their pitch for door-to-
door advocacy, or post testers 
for their social media campaign. 

You will need to have a plan in 
place to elicit feedback from 
participants in the political 
activism. This might be a survey 
for marchers, follow-up phone 
calls, etc. 

   STEPPING STONES TO POLITICAL ACTIVISM IN ACTION

1. PREPARE  2. PRESENT
Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >> CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 >>; 

C3.D4.8.9-12 >>

Students 
will be 
able to...

Make final preparations for their political     
activism.

Implement their action plan and take part in 
political activism.

Ideas for
Activities

• Revisit the to-do lists to ensure all the 
tasks have been completed.

• Rehearse or practice depending on the 
specifics of the project. 

• Role-Play >>
• Use the Presentation Rubric >> to self-as-

sess and assess each other.

• Political activism event

Logistics • This is where you’ll need to ensure that all 
the logistics are in order (transportation to 
the site, chaperones, supplies, someone to 
take photos, etc.). 

• You will want to ensure there is way to 
memorialize the activism through photos, 
screenshots, videos, etc. 

2. PRESENT
You probably won’t need to 
plan a lesson for the political 
activism event, but there are 
always many logistical details 
and potential complications 
that are important to anticipate 
and plan for. 

It’s often helpful to imagine all 
that can go wrong and think 
of a way to address it: What if 
the internet goes down during 
the social media campaign? 
Poor weather on the day of the 
march?  

What are your backup plans 
to ensure that students still 
have the opportunity to take 
part in some form of political 
activism?

3. REFLECT
It’s important to give students 
the opportunity to reflect 
on both the product (the 
event) and the process of 
civic engagement. This is a 
chance to revisit those civic 
virtues and reflect on how they 
operate in real life. Which of 
them were hard (compromise, 
decision-making), and which 
felt easier (contribution)?

These BIE resources: Post 
Project Reflection and 
Feedback From Students 
>> and Audience Feedback 
Form >> are useful tools for 
teachers to reflect on the 
project as a whole. 
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3. REFLECT
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A >>; D2.
Civ.2.9-12 >>; D2.Civ.5.9-12 >>; D2.Civ.10.9-12 
>>; D2.Civ.7.9-12 >>

Standards

Reflect on their original NTKs and their current 
sense of understanding. Students 

will be able 
to...

• What? So What? Now What? >>
Ideas for 
Reflection 
on Work 
Product and 
Process

• Metacognition Log >> Reflection 
on 
Presentation

• How Did I Learn It? >>
Ideas for
Reflection 
on NTKs 
and Key
Knowledge

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/4/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/role-play
https://www.bie.org/object/document/9_12_presentation_rubric_ccss_aligned
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/post_project_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/post_project_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/post_project_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/post_project_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/audience_feedback_final.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/bie-ootg/documents/audience_feedback_final.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HDaJypDUka8TTVLRVz8a0rkFrFy8FfjjSnTnwqVlkbQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cgkVOgaQJP2isY6CzkBkZBm6h6nXwZhGOpsqK4sjqHk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jhbzinpJT4Bfr3uqTw6QF0xwFay-lBU0ztLKqEVorUk/edit
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Common Core: Research to Build and Present Knowledge
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.7 >>
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer 
a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.8 >>
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of 
each source in answering the research question; integrate information 
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.9 >>
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research.

DEVELOP & CRITIQUE  (MILESTONES 2-5)
Collaborate & Discuss
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B >>
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed.

PRESENT (MILESTONE 6)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 >>
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

  APPENDIX I: STANDARDS
BUILD KNOWLEDGE (MILESTONES 2-5)
C3 Social Studies Framework Standards
D2.Civ.2.9-12 >>
Analyze the role of citizen in the US political system. 

D2.Civ.5.9-12 >>
Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and 
political problems at the local, state, tribal, national, and/or international 
level. 

D2.Civ.7.9-12 >>
Apply civic virtues and democratic values when working with others. 

D2.Civ.10.9-12 >>
Analyze the impact and appropriate roles of personal interest and 
perspective on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles, 
constitutional rights and human rights. 

D4.6.9-12 >>
Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the 
characteristics and causes of local, regional, and global problems; 
instances of such problems in multiple contexts; and challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to address these problems over time 
and place.

D4.7.9-12 >>
Assess options for individual and collective action to address local, 
regional, and global problems by engaging in self-reflection, strategy 
identification, and complex causal reasoning.

D4.8.9-12 >> 
Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures 
to make decisions and take action in their classrooms, schools, and out-
of-school civic contexts.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/4
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
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Yes, in fact!
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resources to support your PBL adventures at:

www.bie.org >> 

and

www.redesignu.org >>
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