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WHEN FAITH FINDS A RESTING PLACE 
 
Luke 5:16-26 
Introduction: There is a hymn in our hymnal that I want to use as an 

introduction to my message this morning. The song was written by Eliza 
Edmunds Hewitt (1851-1920). The title is the same as my message, “My Faith 
Has Found A Resting Place.” 

1. My faith has found a resting place, Not in device nor creed; I trust the 
Ever-living One, His wounds for me shall plead. 

2. Enough for me that Jesus saves, This ends my fear and doubt; A sinful 
soul I come to Him, He’ll never cast me out. 

3. My heart is leaning on the Word, The written Word of God; Salvation by 

my Saviour’s name, Salvation through His blood. 
4. My great Physician heals the sick, The lost He came to save; For me His 

precious blood He shed, For me His life He gave. 

I need no other argument, I need no other plea; It is enough that 
Jesus died, And that He died for me. 

Faith is sometimes an elusive element in life and the Bible is very clear about 
what faith is. The definition of faith is found in Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) Now faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. We have 

discussed this matter in times past and there is not much that can be added to 
this definition. There is something interesting about the word faith. It is found 

only two times in the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 32:20 and Habakkuk 2:4. 
Both of these verses are curious in some ways. Listen to them: Deuteronomy 
32:20 (KJV) And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their 

end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no 
faith. This verse is almost prophetic and clearly speaking to the people in our 

passage called scribes. The second verse is one that has a counterpart in the 
New Testament where the Apostle Paul said in Romans 1:17, “…The just shall 
live by faith.” Habakkuk 2:4 (KJV) Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 

upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. The major difference is that 
in Romans (NT) the just shall live by faith. In Habakkuk (OT) the just shall 

live by “his faith.” 
 We have to ask the question about why the O.T. and the N.T. states the 
view of faith differently? There is a difference because the O.T. saint lived by 

“his faith” and the N.T. believer lives by “faith.” Please make a note of why this 
is different.  

 Old Testament believers had faith in what they did. In the O.T. a believer 
under the Law lived by a faith-works salvation.  In other words, he lived by 

what he was told to do and he believed this was sufficient. Noah was told to 
“build an ark” because God was going to judge the whole world with a flood. 
Noah believed God by faith and it resulted in the saving of his house. When 

you look through Hebrews 11, the faith chapter, you find that all the O.T. 
believers were told to do something and the result would deliver them from 

judgment. Every one of them add “faith” to their works. 
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 New Testament believers exercise faith in what someone else has done. 

When you survey the N.T. you find statements like “the faith of God” 
(Romans 3:3); the “faith of Jesus Christ” (Romans 3:22; Galatians 2:16); 
“the faith of the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20); “the faith of Christ” 

(Philippians 3:9); “the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ” (James 2:1), and 
there are many more examples. Now please note the application. It is the 

faith God gives you so you can believe the work which Jesus Christ did for 
you. Ephesians 2:8-10 (KJV) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man 
should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  

 It must be remembered what we read in Romans 10:17 (KJV) So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. If a believer wants to 

bolster or increase their faith then there is a means which this can be 
accomplished – read the Bible and expose you mind and heart to the 

instruction of scripture. 

 The disciples asked the Lord in Luke 17:5 (KJV) And the apostles said unto 

the Lord, Increase our faith. There should be a desire in all of us that our 
faith increase and grow. Now I want you to note with me some things about 

this passage that are designed to increase our faith:  
 
1. The Presence of the Religious Leaders, Luke 5:16-17. It is not hard to 

recognize why all of a sudden there was a large gathering of the religious 
Jews at this event. If you look at the text you find that there were Pharisees 
(plural) and doctors of the law (again plural) who had come “. . . out of every 
town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jeruslalem. . .” (Luke 5:17). According to 
Luke 5:21 there were also scribes present.  

If you connect this miracle with the one preceding you find that it was 
evident that Jesus sent the leper of Luke 5:12-15 (the same as Mark 1:40-

45 which we looked at last week) to the priests to fulfill the requirements for 
the cleansing of a leper prescribed in Leviticus 13-14. They have come to 
see the phenomenon that the people were evidently talking about 

everywhere. News about a leper being cleansed by a touch was big news and 
even though the people did not have CNN, CBS, ABC, NBC, Fox News or cell 

phones, Facebook or Twitter, news traveled fast then even without electronic 
devices. There is the possibility that the news was not always accurate but 
at least the people knew something dramatic and significant had taken 

place. I’m satisfied that one of the Pharisees returned home from the 
Synagogue or Temple and the first thing they heard was their wife asking 

them if they had heard about the leper being cleansed by the young 
evangelist who had huge crowds following him. Even the “doctors of the law” 
could have had the same experience or maybe at the seminary one of the 

students would raise his hand and ask the good doctor what he thought of 
this fellow Jesus performing miracles and what they meant. They decided it 
was time to check this fellow out and see what He was all about so they 
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went to find him and actually did. Yet there is something important in these 
two verses that could be overlooked.  

Please note with me the last part of Luke 5:17 where we find the 
phrase “. . . and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” It is very 

clear from the context of this verse the that “them” is a reference to the 
Pharisees and doctors of the law. They did not have anything wrong with 
them physically as far as the text is concerned. They were not lame, 

possessed by an evil spirit, a leper, blind, etc. What was their problem that 
they needed to be healed? The antecedent of the word “heal” is the Pharisees 

and the doctors of the law. Yet they were not sick. What was their problem? 
Their problem was not physical but spiritual. Look with me at John 9:39-41 
(KJV) And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they 

which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 40 
And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said 

unto him, Are we blind also? 41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye 
should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 
One of the greatest matters that are a problem for men, women, young 

people and everyone who walks on this earth. They are sick spiritually. They 
are blind and cannot see. This is evident in the latter part of this story. They 

find themselves disputing with Jesus over the matter of forgiveness of sin 
which Jesus told the man with the palsy.   

2. The Persistent Faith of Some Friends, Luke 5:15-20. Now we come to the 

heart of this passage. This is where these four men found a place to exercise 
their faith. Their faith had “found a resting place.” This is actually an 
amazing story about faith and showing mercy. These four men (see Mark 

2:3) evidently had two things driving them. First, they had a good friend 
whom they desperately wanted to help. Their friend had the palsy and they 

wanted to do something that would help him. Please notice what we read in 
Luke 5:20 (KJV) And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy 
sins are forgiven thee. There are two things we need to note here. (1) We see 

that Jesus “saw their faith.” He is talking about the four men who were 
bringing their friend to the Saviour. The man is described as having the 

palsy. The word has an interesting history. It is derived from the Latin word 
paralysis. The man could not function normally. That is the reason he was 

being carried on a bed/couch. These four men believed that Jesus could do 
something for this man. They had faith according to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He actually saw their faith. This was a demonstration of what we read in 

Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. These men knew there was hope and they in 

their faith wanted to have the evidence by Jesus helping their friend. It is 
faith that God honors. (2) The second thing we need to see is what takes 
place in the second part of Luke 5:20 (KJV) And when he saw their faith, 

he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. It must be understood 
what Jesus was doing. He was making a statement of who He was, the Son 
of God, God in the flesh, He was deity. This was for the Pharisees, scribes 
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and doctors of the law. They fully understand what is going on. Note what 
we read in Luke 5:21 (KJV) And the scribes and the Pharisees began to 

reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins, but God alone? They are right. Only God can forgive sin. That makes 

Jesus God yet they do not want to accept this. But notice that they do not 
verbalize this they simply thought this in their hearts. This causes a 
response from the Lord Jesus.  He enters into a discourse for these religious 

theologians about forgiveness and the purpose of this miracle and the 
purpose of the events that accompany it.  

3. The Purpose of the Saviour, Luke 5:21-24. This takes us to the very 

purpose of this whole episode. This section has a lot in it and Jesus 
addresses the problem of perception by the theologians. Jesus asks the 

question in Luke 5:23 (KJV) Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? For man neither is possible yet Jesus is 
no ordinary man. He is God and this is the whole issue. Jesus uses a 

phrase “Son of man” in Luke 5:24 that cannot be overlooked. This is 
clearly a designation of deity as a comparison of Psalm 8 and Daniel 7:13-

14 does. We read in Daniel 7:13-14 (KJV) I saw in the night visions, and, 
behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And 

there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed. This is clearly what Psalm 8 states. There is no doubt that 
Jesus is making a claim of who He is. When you couple this with His 

actions of healing the man with the palsy it is clearly a sign to the Jewish 
leaders of who He is and what His message is. The man with the palsy 

immediately takes up his bed and walks out of the house (Luke 5:25) and 
do not overlook the phrase which describes the attitude of the man healed 
when it tells us in Luke 5:25 (KJV) And immediately he rose up before 

them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, 
glorifying God. The whole event was evidently designed to demonstrate to 

the Pharisees, scribes and doctors of the law that the one standing before 
them was none other than the one they had read about in the Law of God 
(the Old Testament) and He was demonstrating this in a dramatic way with 

a “sign” that they could not miss and “statements” they could understand. 
The question for us today is do we understand who Jesus is and how 

we should respond to Him? Jesus spent three and a half years going about 
the landscape healing the sick and preaching the kingdom of heaven being 
at hand. This is all pre-resurrection time but the message is clear. You 

either accept who Jesus Christ is or you reject His work and ministry. This 
is exactly what the Jewish leaders did. It is not evident here but it is a 
prelude to what will come.    

4. The Postlude of the Miracle, Luke 5:25-26. In case you are not familiar 
with the word “postlude” it has the meaning of the conclusion of an event 

especially in a church service. This is the result of the activities which took 
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place in the house where Jesus was. Some suggest the house was Jesus 
own house but that would contradict the passage which says in Luke 9:58 

(KJV) And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.  

5. Some lessons from Luke 5:17-26. 
a. Do we have the faith to bring our friends, who are paralyzed with sin, to 

the Saviour? Do others see our faith? Does God see our faith? Do we 

labor to bring others to Christ? 
b. Do we stand in the way of someone coming to the Saviour as the crowd 

did in Luke 5:19? Have you ever wondered why the crowd did not stand 
back when they tried to get in through the door and had to go to the 
housetop and make a hole in the roof to lower their friend to the Saviour? 

Zacchaeus had this problem as well in Luke 19:3. Standing in the way of 
someone coming to the Lord Jesus Christ for spiritual healing is a grave 

sin in many ways.  
c. There is a lesson about “sin and forgiveness” that cannot be overlooked 

in this passage. Jesus demonstrated to the people in the house that He 

could not only heal the man but forgive him of his sin. There is in this 
passage a direct connection between FORGIVENESS OF SIN and 
HEALING. If you and I ever expect to find relief of the very thing that 

plagues us and causes us to be paralyzed spiritually we have to come to 
Jesus Christ in faith and believe that He can release us from the bondage 

sin holds over us.  
d. We need to remember the lessons of faith we saw at the beginning of this 

message. Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) Now faith is the substance of things 

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. If you want to have evidence 
of the results of faith you have to take that which is hoped for – release 

from the bondage we are in – and turn to the only one who can give us 
relief from that bondage. That means there will be evidence of the 
transaction. The next step is to realize how faith is fed. REMEMBER 

Romans 10:17 (KJV) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. You will never grow in faith until you allow the word of 

God to strengthen that faith.    
 


