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Introduction: THE PERFECT CRIME 

The criminal mind is always looking for a way to commit a crime and get away 
with it. Most criminals do not consider some of the things that bring them to 
the bar of justice and convict them of their crime. Some of the things used by 

the law enforcement people are: (1) DNA – this has become a fool proof way of 
identifying a criminal; (2) Relationship – many crimes are committed against a 

person who knew the victim well; (3) Proximity – the distance from where the 
crime was committed sometimes become a clue to the criminal; (4) The type of 
crime – A bank robber sometimes forgets that there are security cameras which 

will take a picture of them and most often help identify them; (5) Evidence – 
most criminals are caught because they try to hide the evidence; (6) Tools – 
most criminals are caught because they purchase a gun to commit a crime and 

fail to destroy the receipt or the tool, et al. 
There are crimes that are never solved. Many go for years before they are 

solved. They are called “Cold Cases.” Here is one that was solved: 
 
The defrosting of the Jessica Keen case was owed not to one individual or 

new evidence but to a change in Ohio law nearly two decades after the 
crime took place. 

In 1991, Jessica Keen, a high school honor roll student interested 
in drama and music, was living at a counseling center and home for 
teens in Columbus. On March 15, she was waiting at a bus stop when 

she was abducted and taken to a nearby graveyard. Her captors beat her 
with a 30-kilogram (70 lb) gravestone. Her body was found two days 
later. 

The case grew cold until the state passed a law 18 years later 
forcing all felons convicted of violent crimes to submit DNA samples to a 

state database. Prisoner Marvin Lee Smith, incarcerated for two other 
assaults in the Columbus area, gave a sample that matched evidence 
from the crime scene, and police charged him with the crime. 

On February 27, 2009, Smith pleaded guilty to the crime and 
received 30 years to life in a federal penitentiary. 

 
The tragic thing is that most people live in this world all the time. Man never 
sees himself or herself as guilty of anything. We usually have a salvation by 

comparison: “Well I’m not as bad as so and so. I have never killed anyone or 
robbed a bank or store.” We do not see ourselves as guilty.  

Romans 3 is about this very thing. Before we get to this chapter let me 

point out two things that are found in Romans 2 which are important to 
understand this chapter. In Romans 2:14-16 The Gentiles are GUILTY. In 

Romans 2:17-24 the Jews are GUILTY. We will not explore completely why 
they are guilty but note with me that: 

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2009/02/27/keen.html
http://www.northjersey.com/news/crime-and-courts/ny-man-sentenced-in-dismemberment-of-woman-1.414874
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a. The Gentile is guilty because he claims his conscience is his guide 
and yet he cannot keep the principles of his conscience. They do not 

have the Law of God yet they have principles that they live by. When 
they fail in that area, they are guilty. 

b. The Jew is guilty because he has the Law of God and yet does not 
keep the law. Note the effect produced by this in Romans 2:24 (KJV) 
For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, 

as it is written.   
His brings us to the text we want to explore. 
 

1. Religion Produces a Problem, Romans 3:1-8. 
2. Righteousness is Not Found in Man, Romans 3:9-20. 

3. Redemption Provides the Righteousness of God, Romans 3:21-31. 
 
1. RELIGION PRODUCES A PROBLEM [ROA 1580-81] 

 
Romans 3:1-8 (KJV) 1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is 
there of circumcision? 2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were 
committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some did not believe? shall their 
unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 4 God forbid: yea, let God be 

true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in 
thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 5 But if our 

unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is 
God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) 6 God forbid: for 
then how shall God judge the world? 7 For if the truth of God hath more 

abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? 
8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we 

say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.  
 
WHAT ADVANTAGE DOES THE RELIGIOUS PERSON HAVE? 

Paul is saying something that the world has thought for centuries. What 
difference does it make that a Jew is the descendent of Abraham? What is the 

advantage of circumcision if it is not a guarantee of getting to heaven? The 
mentality becomes, “What difference does it make? We may as well leave it all 

behind and live like the pagan world.”  
There is a global hatred of the Jews. For 2,000 years the Jews have been 

the center of hatred by the world. It is magnified even today. When the Roman 

army invaded Jerusalem thousands of Jews were slaughtered. You remember 
the treatment of the Jewish babies when Herod heard that a Jewish king had 
been born in Bethlehem. We could chronicle the plight of the Jews up to the 

present day and it is the same. They are hated, not just by the Muslim people 
but by Europe and even the United States. I can give you information that 

demonstrates that prior to WWII the U.S. Government was anti-Jew and were 
favorable to Germany until they began to invade most of Europe. At one point 
at about 300 A.D. the Roman emporer formulated a code that declared Jews to 
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be an inferior race of human beings. There has been a constant slaughter of 
the Jews for all these centuries.  

There is an issue that originated with Judaism and that was a religious 
system that brought man in contact with the Living God and He decided to 

dwell among the nation of Israel. First, through a Tabernacle and eventually 
through the Temple in Jerusalem. The problem though is that the Jew turned 
that into a “formalistic religion” that excluded God from their matriculations in 

life. They developed a system of “good works” that became a religion and it left 
God out of the equation.  

There are a lot of people who believe their “good works” will be the 
determining agent when they stand before God and will decide whether they get 
to heaven or not. This whole section (Romans 3:1-8 as well as Romans 2:14-

29) demonstrates that the religious man/woman will never get to heaven with 
their “good works.”  

 Notice how the scripture develops this. Look at Romans 3:1 (KJV) What 
advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? The 
religious Jew believed that since he was circumcised then God had favored him 

and his family and he was in right standing before God and had the advantage 
over others who were not Jews. They were trusting two things. (1) Their 

religious standing as a Jew based on his circumcision; (2) their good behavior 
that was nothing more than religious exercises that they had developed. They 
saw their religious activities as an advantage over the rest of the world. 

They were no different than the religious groups in our culture such as 
the Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, Hindu, Buddhists, Muslim, 

Baptist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Methodist and on we could go.  
 One of the religious practices for the Jew was the practice of circumcision. 
This was the sign of the Covenant relationship the Jew had with God. Then 

Paul answers his own question in Romans 3:2 (KJV) Much every way: 
chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. The 

advantage the Jew had was that he was given the “oracles of God.” That would 
be the WORD OF GOD. They had been given special light that the rest of the 
world did not have. They had a relationship with God and were given the light 

of God in His WRITTEN WORD. Let me read for you Deuteronomy 28:9-10 
[page 305 ROA] 9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, 

as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the 
LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. 10 And all people of the earth shall see 
that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. 

 
THEY HAD THE WORD OF GOD  

 The Jews were entrusted with the very “words of God,” that is what the 
word “oracles” indicates. This was nothing less than the written of who God 
was and how man could relate to Him. It told them what God was like and 

what He expected from them. The nation of Israel was privileged to be 
entrusted with the infallible written word of God. What a blessing. Yet, Paul 
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tells us in Romans 2 that having the Law of God, i.e., The Word of God does 
not make you a Christian.  

Now let me ask you this. What advantage does it give to the Jew if he has 
the word of God and does not obey what it says? This is the argument of the 

scripture. This is the point of this section. The argument points out that 
because the Jew did not obey the word of God, then their unbelief nullified the 
word of God and made them GUILTY. This is the teaching of Romans 2:25-27. 

The act of circumcision was an outward sign of what was to happen inwardly. 
The Jew had decided to overlook a couple of passages in the Old Testament 

that would have taught them this fact. Listen to Deuteronomy 10:16 (KJV) 
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. As 
well as Ezekiel 44:9 (KJV) Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, 

uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my 
sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel. God wanted the 

people of Israel to understand that the outward action was to be a picture of an 
inward principle. The circumcision of the heart was the goal God had for all of 
His people. Look with me at Romans 2:28-29 (KJV) 28 For he is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in 
the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 

that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of 

men, but of God. Should we not remember what is stated in Colossians 2:11 
(KJV) In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made 

without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ. This is the point of our message last week. There has 

to be an inward application of the principle of circumcision. One of the major 
reasons we fail to obey God is because we have not applied the principle of 
spiritual circumcision which was to take, and did take place at salvation. It is 

the same as the practice of baptism. That is an outward demonstration of what 
has happened internally. You have died to the old life and are now alive to the 

new live in Christ. 
 Folks, you and I are no different from the Jew. He had the oracles of God, 
the light that made them aware of the God of the universe. The God who made 

all things and cares about His own. We have the light of God found in His 
Holy Bible. What does that do for us? What does it do for you? Are you like the 

Jew? DO YOU HAVE A COPY OF THE BIBLE? DO YOU REALIZE THE 
PRIVILEGE YOU HAVE WITH BEING ABLE TO READ THE BIBLE IN YOUR 
OWN LANGUAGE? There are millions of people who do not have a Bible in their 

own language. In face of the over 6,000 language groups in the world only 
approximately 2,500 of them have just a portion of the Bible. There are 
approximately 600 language groups who have the entire Bible in their 

language. Most only have a verse or two in their language.  
Look what the scripture says about them in Romans 2:17-24 (KJV) 17 

Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of 
God, 18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, 
being instructed out of the law; 19 And art confident that thou thyself art a 
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guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, 20 An instructor 
of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of 

the truth in the law. 21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? 22 

Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit 
adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 23 Thou 
that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou 

God? 24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, 
as it is written. Is the word of God and the name of God blasphemed among 

the lost person through you because you do not follow the teachings of 

God but you try to teach others?  
 There is another principle here that we do not have much time to 

address but it is very clear and is an outgrowth of what is being stated. If one 
claims to know the word of God and yet does evil they are teaching that 
my sin brings more grace. That is what the world thinks. Their motto is 

“EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY, FOR TOMORROW YOU DIE. Look at 
Romans 3:8 (KJV) And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as 

some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose 
damnation is just. Now go to Romans 6:1-2 (KJV) 1 What shall we say then? 
Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, 

that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? The hypothetical question is 
answered. Does more sin bring more grace? GOD FORBID! Most people live as 

if their forgiveness of sin gives them license to sin. That is as far from the truth 
as one can get. MORE SIN DOES NOT BRING MORE GRACE. IT BRINGS THE 
JUDGMENT OF GOD.  

 The discussion in Romans 3 continues to the next section which tells us 
why man tries to live as he so desires. It is because of what is stated in 
Romans 3:10-11 (KJV) 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
 

A Plymouth Brethren preacher by the name of Robert Chapman wrote about 
the Bible and gave a tremendous thumbnail of the word of God. He said, 

This book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of 
salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines 
are holy, its precepts binding, its histories are true and its decisions are 
immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy. 
It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It 
is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass and the soldier’s 
sword. It should fill the memory, test the heart, and guide the feet. Read it 
slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and 
a river of pleasure. It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest 
labor and it condemns all who will trifle with its sacred contents. Christ is its 
grand subject, our good is its design, and the glory of God is its end.1 

                                                           
1 Taken from sermon by Stephen Davey at 
http://media.colonial.org/files/PDFs/CBC/The%20Last%20Word%20Part%20I.pdf.  

http://media.colonial.org/files/PDFs/CBC/The%20Last%20Word%20Part%20I.pdf
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2. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT FOUND IN MAN. [ROA page 1581] 

 
Romans 3:9-20 (KJV) 9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for 

we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone 

out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they 

have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14 Whose mouth is full 
of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16 Destruction 

and misery are in their ways: 17 And the way of peace have they not known: 18 

There is no fear of God before their eyes. 19 Now we know that what things 
soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth 

may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore 
by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the 

law is the knowledge of sin.  
This section is very clear in what it is saying. This section describes the lost 
man/woman/child. Look at how it is described in Romans 3:12-18. There are 

Christians that this would be a description of. We have divorced our live style 
from the principles of the word of God. We live the way we want to and not how 

God wants us to. The problem is that without righteousness we will not see 
God. Romans 3:20 (KJV) Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. You will 

not get to heaven by WORKS!! No flesh is justified in His sight!! If works does 
not give us a good standing with God, justified, how are we justified? Look at 

the next section. 
 
3. REDEMPTION PROVIDES THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 

 
Romans 3:21-31 (KJV) 21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon 

all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and 

come short of the glory of God; 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a 

propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, I 
say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier 

of him which believeth in Jesus. 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude 

that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 29 Is he the God of 
the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 30 Seeing 
it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 

uncircumcision through faith. 31 Do we then make void the law through 
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faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. You and I will never be in God’s 
presence without the justification which comes by faith in Jesus Christ as the 

one who secured our salvation. There is a verse that magnifies this point. 2 
Corinthians 5:21 (KJV) For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.   


