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THE MISSIONARY CHURCH 
“THE CHURCH OF THE OPEN DOOR” 

 
Revelation 3:7-13 
Introduction: When we think of missions the thing which usually comes to 

mind for the serious Christian is Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV) 18 And Jesus came 
and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 

even unto the end of the world. Amen. We think of “going into all the world.” 
That is the “Great Commission” of the church. To that we would add Acts 1:8 
(KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 

and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Both of these passages were 

spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples. These were words directly to 
the disciples by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 In our study of Revelation 2-3 we are dealing with “letters” or “epistles” 

to seven of the churches. They were: 

• Ephesus, Revelation 2:1-7, the church which lost its “first love.” 

• Smyrna, Revelation 2:8-11, the church suffered much while doing the 
will of God. They are not criticized by the Lord Jesus. 

• Pergamos, Revelation 2:12-17, the church which tolerated false 
doctrine which leads to error and disobedience. 

• Thyatira, Revelation 2:18-29, the church which tolerated Jezebel who 
taught “fornication” which contaminated the church. 

• Sardis, Revelation 3:1-6, the church that was dead and a lot more 
could not be said about it. 

The churches we have looked at so far were in deep trouble with the Lord Jesus 
Christ except for Smyrna. They had compromised in areas that were crucial to 

having sound doctrine and godly people.  
I heard a preacher tell say the following about a movement that 

captivated churches. In fact, I know of churches that were split and literally 

destroyed by this philosophy of men who did not know the importance of sound 
doctrine and dedicated disciples. The preacher said,  

“Just this past year, a pastor of a leading mega-church admitted in 

print, which I read, that its strategy, its philosophy of ministry over the 
past twenty-five years of seeker-sensitive, seeker-driven ministry that 

played down doctrinal distinctives and biblical exposition has not 
produced committed disciples of Christ. 

The tragedy in all of this is what was lost to nearly a generation of 

people who turned their radios on while they drove to work or school. 
And what was lost to all the thousands of pastors who implemented this 
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particular church’s philosophy of ministry and now heard – it might 
build a big church, but it does not build a strong church!”1 

The errors of the first century churches has not been changed a great deal. The 
church of the 21st Century has many of the same problems that were found in 

the 1st Century. Note the problems then and compare them to now. 

• Unloving members who have more love for the things of the world than 

the things of the Lord. 

• Holding to false doctrine and being insensitive to the truth of the word of 

God.  

• Tolerating immorality in the congregation and failure to deal with it in a 

forthright way. 
This raises a question that needs an answer. False doctrine was a huge threat 
to the early church. There were false teachers who opposed the truth of the 

word of God and the truth of the Apostles who walked and talked with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. They were with Him when he raised the dead (Lazarus in John 
11 and the widow’s son in Luke 7) and saw the many miracles He performed in 

healing. Yet, there was a constant opposition to their teaching and a challenge 
to the veracity of their message. The Apostle Paul was harassed many times by 

the Judaizer’s as a reading of the book of Galatians will reveal.  
 There must be a constant vigil in the church for those who want to bring 
false doctrine into the fellowship. Satan is subtle and always has an agenda to 

discredit the truth of the scripture.  
 The Apostle Paul made the following statement to the church in Corinth 

about false teachers. He said,in 2 Corinthians 11:4 (KJV) For if he that 
cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive 
another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have 

not accepted, ye might well bear with him. This demonstrates the opposition 
and the false teaching that was prevalent even in the early part of the 1st 

Century. What I want us to see is the statement Paul made about Satan in 2 
Corinthians 11:13-15 (KJV) 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great 
thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 

whose end shall be according to their works. There was a constant danger of 
the infiltration of false doctrine and teaching in the churches early in its life. 

Do you think it would be any different today? Not on your life. 
 With these things in mind let’s explore this sixth church of the 
Revelation.  

I. THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST, REVELATION 3:7. The statement by Christ which 
says in Revelation 3:7 (KJV) And to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he 

that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 
shutteth, and no man openeth; Note the things He says here about 

Himself: 
                                                           
1 http://media.colonial.org/files/PDFs/CBC/Special%20Delivery%20Part%20IX.pdf . Reference was in 2007. 

http://media.colonial.org/files/PDFs/CBC/Special%20Delivery%20Part%20IX.pdf
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A. “He that is holy. . .” There is not a lot to say about this attribute of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The word has the meaning of “set apart” and in this 

case the Lord Jesus Christ is “set apart unto God.” The word is used to 
express the nature of God in the Old Testament. The word as used in 

the Prophetic writings often contrasts the holiness of God with the 
sinfulness of man. 

B. “He that is true. . .” The word used here is one which designates 
integrity but it goes further than that. The Greeks had two words for 
truth or true. One was the word aletheia which has the connotation of 

valid or truthful. It was a word that was used as something or someone 
who could be trusted. The other word alethinos is from the same root 

word but carried a deeper meaning of truth. In fact the word began to 
be used as a reference to deity and things eternal. 

C. “He that hath the key of David. . .” When you connect this with the next 

phrase, “. . .he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth and 
no man openeth” the analogy is clear. There are things that man 

cannot accomplish that is only ascribed to God. One of these is the “key 
of David.” This is the key that contains the “promises” of God. There are 
several keys in the scripture: 

1. Matthew 16:19 (KJV) And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. This is clearly the Gospel. It is not the Pope or 
the church. Note that this is the “kingdom of heaven” which is when 

heaven comes down to this earth, which is the Millennial Kingdom. 
2. Luke 11:52 (KJV) Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away 

the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that 

were entering in ye hindered. Some say the Law because Jesus was 
talking to the lawyers and the suggestion is that they had taken the 

truth from the people which at that time was the Law. Yet it has a 
reference to the truth of God’s word.  

3. Revelation 1:18 (KJV)  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 

behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and 
of death. We can be thankful that the Lord Jesus Christ has these 

keys. The church does not and neither does the Pope.  
4. Revelation 9:1 (KJV) And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from 

heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.  

Revelation 20:1 (KJV) And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 

key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. This would be the result of 

judgment.  

5. Revelation 3:7 (KJV) And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These 

things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 

openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth. Read Isaiah 22:22 

(KJV) And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall 

open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. This is of course 
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the passage Jesus was quoting in Rev. 3.7.  
 

II. THE CONDITION OF THE CHURCH, REVELATION 3:8-10. This is the only church 
of the seven which Jesus has no criticism. The knowledge of the Lord 

Jesus about their condition speaks of his Omniscience. He knows 
everything about them. Their works is commendable. The church is one of 
the seven that established the missionary movement. The founding of the 

church was because of its unique location. It was considered the gateway 
to the east. History records that the city was founded by Attalus, one of 

Alexander the Great’s generals. The goal of the city was to be a missionary 
city where the Greek language and culture could be spread throughout the 
region and places to the east. Just to the east of Philadelphia were the 

wilds of Phrygia where the barbarians resided.  
This evidently has something to do with the statement by Jesus 

Christ about the open door. He said in verse 8, “. . . behold, I have set 

before thee an open door, and no man can shut it.” As we follow the 
doctrinal application we know this church represents the period 

historically from 1500 to 1900 A.D. During this period, we know the 
church carried out the greatest missionary movement of modern history. 
The open door was an indication that the world of heathenism was 

available to the church for evangelization. That is exactly what took place. 
If you know your history you know that the Reformation began in 1517, 

the King James Bible was translated in 1611 and a man by the name of 
William Carey went to India in 1793. He is credited with being the first 
“modern missionary” which opened the door for worldwide outreach with 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He is considered to be the “Father of Modern 
Missions.” Following William Carey were men like Adoniram Judson, 
Jonathan Goforth, Hudson Taylor, Luther Rice and the list could go on 

and on. 
This church being the “church of the open door” presents a stark 

contrast because the next church, Laodicea, was the church of the “closed 
door” (see Revelation 3:20). The church of Philadelphia is the only church 
Jesus does not call for them to repent.  

Note the phrase in Revelation 3:8 (KJV) I know thy works: behold, I 
have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast 

a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
The church in Philadelphia was not a church with a lot of strength, but 
they had “kept my word.” I can’t think of a greater commendation a 

church or believer could be given than this. 
     

III. THE CONTENTION FROM WITHOUT THE CHURCH, REVELATION 3:9-10. This verse 

is an indication that it has a defender that will never back down from a 
confrontation. Jesus is saying He will come to their defense and those who 

oppose the ministry of the church will be forced to come and worship at 
the feet of the people of the church. He will not only make them worship at 
their feet but He, Jesus Christ, will make them “know that I [Jesus] have 
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loved thee.” The people of the church in Philadelphia had not backed down 
from the Gospel even against many odds and much opposition.  

I was reading about William Carey when he first went to India. The 
British Government had established the “East India Company” which was 

established to pursue trade with the East Indies but stayed largely in India 
and China. Carey went to a province to establish a work and the East 
India Company forbid him to work there and he was driven further inland 

in the vast land of India. The British government were opposed to the 
missionary work of not just Carey but also other missionaries of that era. 
Opposition to the work of the Gospel comes from many sources. Jesus 

knows about all of them and gives a promise to come against them and 
will eventually vindicate the work of the church in bringing the Gospel to 

the heathen. 
Not only will he come to the defense of the church, He will keep 

them from the hour of temptation, “. . .which will come upon all the world 

. . .” This is of course a promise that you and I will participate in because 
it is a promise to keep the church from the Great Tribulation which will 

commence after the Rapture of the church. 
       

IV. THE COMMENDATION BY CHRIST, REVELATION 3:11-12. Note that two times in 

this passage Jesus makes reference to this church of keeping His word. 
Look at Revelation 3:8, 10. There is no greater recognition than a word 
from the Lord Jesus that one has kept the word, or a church has kept the 

word. There are so many churches that are drifting away from the 
importance of the word of God and the doctrines that are presented there. 

There is a huge breakdown of the people not keeping the word of God. This 
section concludes with Revelation 3:11 (KJV) Behold, I come quickly: 
hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. There is a 

great danger that we can lose our crown because of drifting away from the 
place of honoring God with our lives. This is such an important principle 
in the word of God. 

We find in Revelation 3:12 (KJV) Him that overcometh will I make 
a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will 

write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: 
and I will write upon him my new name. This promise is a significant one. 

It is important that we will be identified with the Lord Jesus Christ, not 
just here but in eternity with a new name, which is an indication of a new 

identity. This is also a suggestion that finds application in Revelation 22 
where we will be in the New Jerusalem. 

   
V. THE CALL TO HEAR, REVELATION 3:13.  This verse is one that concludes 

each of the letters to each church. It is a reminder of our responsibility as 

a church and as a believer. It is somewhat like the black preacher from 
Kansas City who had this to say, “We need to wake up, sing up, preach 
up, pray up, pay up, stay up, and never give up or let up, or back up, or 
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shut up, until the cause of Christ in the church and world is built up” 
(Woodland Christian Church, Kansas City, Missouri).2   

 

                                                           
2 The Speaker’s Quote Book, edited by Roy Zuck (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1997) page 429. 


