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THE CHURCH OF THE CLOSED DOOR 
 
REVELATION 3:14-22 
INTRODUCTION: In the U.S., we have several metropolitan cities and what that 

means is that we have several cities where you can find just about anything 
you want or need. Just think of these cities, New York City, Dallas/Ft. Worth, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Houston, Miami, Seattle, Denver, Kansas City and we 

could name a few more. These cities offer just about anything one could desire. 
They have jobs, entertainment, medical facilities, manufacturing, banking, and 

we could name a lot more. These places are a magnet to those who seek 
wealth, entertainment, employment, and other amenities the world offers.  
 If you looked at Laodicea, you would find a metropolitan city that had 

just about all that a up and coming young person would want. It did have an 
attraction that is very similar to what we see in our culture. Laodicea was the 
place to be in the first century. It had it all. 

1. It was a banking center. There was much wealth there and one writer 
tells of Cicero, a Roman who had a profound impact on the literature and 

language of his era (106 B.C. – 43 B.C.). It is told that he was traveling in 
the east and cashed some of his “letters of credit” in Laodicea.1 The city 
was so wealthy that the earthquake that devastated much of the area 

including Philadelphia and Sardis, also did much damage in Laodicea. It 
is reported that they refused any help from the Roman government to 

rebuild their city. They reported that they needed no help and could 
restore their city on their own. Tacitus, the Roman historian reported 
that the attitude by the leaders of Laodicea said, “Laodicea arose from 

the ruins by the strength of her own resources, and with no help from 
us.”2 The city was so wealthy that the prevailing attitude among them 
was that they needed no help from neither man or God. They were “self-

sufficient.” Look at Revelation 3:17 (KJV) Because thou sayest, I am 
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing. . .” This was 

evidently the theme of the people and city.  
2. It was a manufacturing center. Much of the wealth of the city came 

from the manufacturing of clothing. The city was known for its specialty 

in a particular garment. It was made from the wool of a special breed of 
sheep that had ebony black wool and a special characteristic. The wool 

had a shiny coating that made the garments look impressive. It is 
reported that they made four different styles of garments which were very 
popular and sought after by the wealthy elites world wide. What is 

interesting is that the breed of sheep which these garments were made 
do not exist today. When we read in Revelation 3:18 (KJV) I counsel 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of 

                                                           
1 William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches (New York: Abingdon Press, 1957) page 92. 
2 Cited by Barclay, page 93. 
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thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that 
thou mayest see. Clothing can be a detriment to dedication to the Lord 

Jesus Christ when it becomes the focus of one’s life rather than the 
Saviour.  

3. It was a medical center. Most large metropolitan centers have excellent 
medical facilities. It is almost a competition factor. Houston is known for 
M.D. Anderson Cancer, Waco, Texas is known for Scott and White 

Medical Center and Minneapolis is known for the Mayo Clinic. These 
have become world renowned and many will travel long distances to be 
treated by the doctors there. This is how Laodicea was known for in the 

medical field of eye care. They had developed a powder that was evidently 
successful in treating some eye problems. The medication was named 

“tephra Phrygia”3 amd was an eye powder that had some success and 
was sought after. There was also a significant medical school there. 
While the city was renowned for being able to treat “physical sight” there 

was a great lack in helping with spiritual sight. One writer says the 
Laodicean people “put their trust in material prosperity, in outward 

luxury, and in physical health.”4  
Does all this sound familiar? It clearly describes our present culture in the 
United States. The message from the Lord Jesus Christ dives directly into the 

problems of the culture which had affected the church and had driven it away 
from their commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is no wonder that many 

preachers and theologians call our current period of history the “Laodicean 
Age” of the church. The church of today has made the focus of the church to be 
“wealth, health and happiness.” Could anything be more relevant? Let’s dive 

into the text of Revelation 3:14-22 and see if there are not some spiritual 
admonitions from the Lord Jesus we could apply to our current situation.  
 Last week we examined the “Church of the Open Door” and today we 

want to explore the “Church of the Closed Door.” The key verse for this is 
Revelation 3:20 (KJV) Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 

hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me. This church had evidently closed the door to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In addition, this church is the only one which had no 

commendation. Everything is criticism, condemnation. Now let’s explore this 
church. 
 

I. THE CHARACTER OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, REVELATION 3:14. When Jesus 
identified Himself here he uses an interesting word, “Amen.” Churches 

have the practice of encouraging the members to say “Amen” when the 
preacher says something that they agree with. The idea is that the person 
saying the amen, is giving their agreement to the truth of the statemen 

made. The word in the Hebrew is said to have more than just I agree that 

                                                           
3 Barclay, page 94. 
4 Ibid. 
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the statement is true, it had the weight of certainty and the authority is 
final. 

 
II. THE CONDITION OF THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA, REVELATION 3:15-17. 

A. They were disgusting, Revelation 3:15-16. “Lukewarm” = tepid, 
nauseating. Hot = boiling; Cold = freezing. Jesus wants either, but not 
lukewarm. The word “hot” has the idea of being zealous, or fervent.  

Acts 18:24-25 (KJV) 24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at 
Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to 

Ephesus. 25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 
fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the 
Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.  Romans 12:9-12 (KJV) 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to 
that which is good. 10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with 

brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 11 Not slothful in 
business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12 Rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer. Note Jesus’ 

response to being “lukewarm.” He says, “I will spew thee out of his 
mouth.” For the “redneck” that means to vomit. It is a strong word. I 

believe sometimes we are “fervent” about things that don’t count with 
God. For instance: sports, television, tupperware parties, et al. 
 

B. They were deluded, Revelation 3:17. They thought they were 
something they were not. This church thought it was rich and probably 
were materially. It is interesting that the area around and in Laodicea 

was noted for its industry and wealth. It was a banking center for that 
region. This church was self-sufficient and self-deceived. When the city 

was destroyed by earthquake they refused any help from Rome and 
rebuilt the city themselves. They took pride in their wealth. 

We can make the mistake that because we are prosperous we have 

the blessing of God on our life. That is the fallacy of the “Prosperity 
Theology” of the Charismatic movement.  

 
III. THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, REVELATION 3:18-19. 

A. Their values needed correcting, Revelation 3:17. They were deluded 

into what was reality and what was right. Very similar to our day. They 
thought they were wealthy when they were wretched, they thought they 
were millionaires when they were miserable, and they thought they 

were prosperous when they were poor. These are characteristic (v. 17) 
we would ascribe to the people on “Skid Row.” Their value system was 

wrong.  James 5:1-4 (KJV) 1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
for your miseries that shall come upon you. 2 Your riches are corrupted, 

and your garments are motheaten. 3 Your gold and silver is cankered; 
and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your 
flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. 
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4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which 

have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.  
What is your value system based on? When Jesus said, “buy of me 

gold…” what did he mean? I have an idea he was talking about more 
than a refined metal we call “precious.”  1 Peter 1:6-7. ILLUST: 
When a Jeweler refines gold he heats it until he can see his reflection. 

Then he knows all the impurities are removed.  Rom. 8:29. 
B. Their vesture needed changing, Revelation 3:18. It is interesting 

that the area around Laodicea was famous for fine wool. It was black 

and had a sheen to it that was impressive and it was used to 

manufacture very expensive clothing. The area was known for its 

garment industry. It is interesting that Jesus says that they need their 

clothes changed. His suggestion is that they should “…buy of me white 

raiment.” Rev. 4:4; 6:11; 7:9, 13; 19:14. Maybe we have not put on 

the “new man” of Eph. 4:23-24; Col. 3:9-10. 

C. Their Vision needed clearing, Revelation 3:18. The city of Laodicea 

was also noted for its eye ointment. It was shipped all over the world 

and used to correct eye problems. Jesus says to them they need 

“eyesalve,” and only the kind that can be purchased from Him. They 

were actually nearsighted. It is important for us to see something that 

Jesus is alluding to. Let me illustrate this by doing a short Bible study. 

Matthew 6:22-23 (KJV) 22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore 

thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 23 But if thine 

eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the 

light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!; Job 31:6-

7 (KJV) 6 Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know 

mine integrity. 7 If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart 

walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands; 

Ephesians 1:18 (KJV) The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what 

the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. We need our eyes 

opened or as Eph. 1:18 says, eyes of our understanding being 

enlightened. There is an interesting story in  1 Samuel 14:24-30 

about Jonathan GO THERE!! Honey is a type of the Word of God.  

Psalm 119:103; 19:9-10; Exec. 3:3; Rev. 10:9-10. We will never begin to 

be able to see spiritually until we have fed on the “Honey of the Word of 

God!” 

 

D. Their vanity needed closure, Revelation 3:19. Their life was empty 

and they did not know it. There was only one solution for them – 

REPENT. That means to change your mind and your direction. This is 

actually where everything was to lead. 
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IV. THE CALL TO THE CHURCH BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, REVELATION 3:20-22. 
Historically this covers the period of church history from 1900 to the 

present. This church gives the connotation of this period we live in as the 
“Laodicean Age of the Church. That is because all of the conditions of the 

church in Laodicea exists today in the “modern church.”  

 
  


