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Introduction: In our society, we do not have kings but presidents. Every time a 

new president is elected the pundits begin to debate who was the best 
president. For years President Jimmy Carter, has been designated as the worst 
president in the history of the United States. That even eclipsed President 

Hoover who is given credit for the Great Depression which took place from 
1929 – 1939 was devastating on the economy, which collapsed, and the people 

since so many were out of work. The government had to establish “bread lines 
and soup kitchens” to feed the people who did not have money to purchase 
food and many of them were homeless. It was a very hard time for all. By 1933 

some 13 to 15 million Americans were unemployed and nearly half of the 
banks failed. Thus, we begin to look at the presidents of the U.S. as good 
presidents and bad presidents. That is what I want to emphasize in this 

introduction. 
 There is another illustration of how one can follow his forefathers and do 

as they did. In North Korea there has been a succession of evil rulers from   
 All the problems in the U.S. were physical problems that began because 
of the economic climate in the U.S. The problems in the Bible were a little 

different and had more wide ranging effects on the people. The problems in 
Israel and Judah were the spiritual condition of the kings who were in charge. 

Most Bible historians will distinguish the Kings of Israel and Judah as “good 
kings and bad kings.”  

This morning we want to look at a “good” king who had some extenuating 

conditions that indicated that he should have been a “bad” king but he turned 
against the tide of evil that had captured the people of Israel and Judah as well 
as his father, Ahaz. One of the principles of life is that influence has 

consequences and we can often become victim to the surroundings we find 
ourselves in. Yet, we are going to look at a young man who ascended to the 

throne of Judah to follow the rule of his father, Ahaz. By all likelihood he would 
have followed in the steps of his father and continued the evil rule of idolatry 
and spiritual adultery that had pervaded the culture.  

Hezekiah is an example of how one can overcome an ungodly heritage 
and make a difference in the spiritual life of himself and the people he was to 

lead. We do not have to be a victim of our environment, or raising, and go the 
way of those around us.  
 

I. Hezekiah’s Character, 2 Kings 18:1-7. Here we have a young king who 
had no background for following the Lord and doing what he did. His 
father, Ahaz, was an evil king who practiced and promoted idolatry. In 

addition, he had more fellowship with the evil, ungodly kings of Syria and 
Israel. Note what it says about Ahaz in 2 Kings 16:2-3 (KJV) 2 Twenty 

years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem, and did not that which was right in the sight of the LORD his 
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God, like David his father. 3 But he walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according to the 

abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before the 
children of Israel. 

What is amazing about this young man who became king of Judah, 
he had no biblical influence in his life that we are aware of. Even his 
mother, Abi (2Kings 18:2), does not seem to have any background of 

seeking the Lord. This is the only place she is mentioned. We are told she 
was the daughter of Zachariah. If you read 2 Kings 15 you find that her 
father was probably the evil king mentioned in this chapter. The major 

thing to note is that the Zachariah of 2 Kings 15 was the king of Israel 
(the northern kingdom) and that nation was given wholly to idolatry. There 

was no spiritual influence in her life that would have motivated her to 
teach her son the things of God. In fact let me show you something that 
tells us a little about the background of this young king’s family. Go to 2 

Chronicles 26:21. Hezekiah’s great grandfather was Uzziah. He became a 
leper because he tried to usurp the work of the priests in the Temple. Look 

at 2 Chronicles 26:21 (KJV) And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the 
day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was 

cut off from the house of the LORD: and Jotham his son was over the 

king's house, judging the people of the land. Now Hezekiah’s grandfather 
was the next king, Jotham. Look at 2 Chronicles 27:2 (KJV) And he did 

that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Uzziah did: howbeit he entered not into the temple of the LORD. 
And the people did yet corruptly. Not a good result when the king stayed 

away from the Temple. Sounds as if Jotham was saying, “If my father can’t 
go to the Temple, I am not going.” Now look at Hezekiah’s father, Ahaz in 2 

Chronicles 28:24 (KJV) And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the 
house of God, and cut in pieces the vessels of the house of God, and shut 
up the doors of the house of the LORD, and he made him altars in every 

corner of Jerusalem. A person’s actions have consequences. You and I 
must be careful how we conduct ourselves because someone is watching. 
Have you ever heard, “Like father, like son?” You would think that the 

adage would fit here. Yet Hezekiah did not follow in the footsteps of his 
predecessors. This young man broke all traditional habits that we think 

will govern the life of a person. Look at what it says King Hezekiah did in  
2 Chronicles 29:3 (KJV) He in the first year of his reign, in the first 
month, opened the doors of the house of the LORD, and repaired them. 

This story goes completely against popular philosophy. Let’s examine some 
of the character traits of this young king. 

Look at 2 Kings 18:3-4 (KJV) And he did that which was right in 

the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father did. That 
can be misleading in light of the fact that this is said of other kings they 

did not follow through with their commitment to the Lord like Hezekiah. 
One of the things we can note that he did which confirms this being a 
sincere commitment. Look at 2 Kings 18:4 (KJV) He removed the high 
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places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in 
pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the 

children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. Do 
you understand how significant this event is? This “brazen serpent” is the 

one made by Moses with instructions from the Lord in Numbaers 21. This 
is when the people had committed a grievous sin while in the wilderness 
on their way from Egypt and God sent “fiery serpents” among them. If they 

were bitten by one of these serpents and “beheld the serpent of brass” they 
lived (Numbers 21:9). We are told in John 3:14-15 this was a type of the 
Lord Jesus Christ being lifted up on the cross. Note what this verse says 

they did with this serpent. We read “for unto those days the children of 
Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.” The people had 

made a shrine of this serpent. They were burning incense to it. Do you 
know how long this had been going on? Over 700 years. Do you know 
what King Hezekiah was doing when he destroyed this serpent? He was 

destroying 700 years of “tradition and superstition.” Can you imagine the 
morning newspaper headlines? “KING HEZEKIAH DESTROYS AN 

IMPORTANT RELIGIOUS SYMBOL OF JUDAH.” When we see this we need 
to realize that this young man had a lot more going for him spiritually 
than most would give him credit. Although he probably made a lot of 

enemies when he did this he was doing what was right. Folks, if one has 
no character they will not do what is right, especially in the sight of God. 
One with no character cares very little about what God or anyone else 

thinks. There are a host of things King Hezekiah did which we cannot 
explore for sake of time. Basically, he restored the worship of God and 

brought the priesthood back into active participation in the Temple 
activities. We are told in 2 Chronicles 30 he observed the Passover for the 
first time in a long while.   

    
II. Hezekiah’s Commitment, 2 Kings 18:5-7. We learn some more about 

this young king who has taken on the establishment and decided it was 

more important to trust the Lord than the false gods of his forefathers. 
There are two things I want to mention here.  

A. He trusted in the Lord, 2 Kings 18:5 (KJV) He trusted in the LORD 
God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings 
of Judah, nor any that were before him. The word “trusted” does not 

necessarily mean to “believe” as in the New Testament sense we use 
believe. It carries with it more of the idea of “hope.” One source has 

designated it the meaning of “confident expectation.” This is 
demonstrated when Hezekiah is faced with the invasion by the Syrian 
army and took his difficulties before the Lord. We will explore that in a 

moment.  
Trusting the Lord has the connotation that he depended 

completely on the Lord. The Hebrew scholars tell us this word carries a 
connotation of security. It is my conviction that the reason a lot of 
people do not trust the Lord is because they don’t have any confidence 
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that He is really God. One of the by-products of faith, trust is security. 
Someone has said, “Faith in God sees the invisible, believes the 

incredible, and receives the impossible.”1  
 

B. He clave to the Lord, 2 Kings 18:6 (KJV) For he clave to the LORD, 
and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, 
which the LORD commanded Moses. The word “clave” has the idea of 

“clinging to” such as Velcro. We are told in 2 Samuel 23:1 that one of 
the “mighty men” of David slew Philistines until his sword “clave” to his 

hand. We are told that Ruth “clave” to her mother-in-law in affection 
and loyalty in Ruth 1:14 and we know that was a lifelong commitment 
for her. The idea in this word “clave” is the meaning of “keep close to 

someone”2 This matter of one clinging to another is never used with 
God as the subject. In other words, we must be the subject of the word 
“clave” or clinging to. There is one case in Isaiah 41:7 where it is used 

for “soldering” something to keep it in place. It is used basically to 
indicate one thing being attached to another. King Hezekiah was 

attached to the Lord and his life demonstrates this in so many ways. In 
fact, our last point brings this out very clearly.  

 

III. Hezekiah’s Consecration, 2 Kings 19:14-19. To understand what is 
going on in this section of 2 Kings 19 we need to have some background. 

There was a great revival in the land under King Hezekiah’s leadership. In 
2 Kings 18:9-12 the Assyrians invade the northern kingdom of Israel and 
carried them away into captivity (2 Kings 18:11). Next the king of 

Assyrian came against the cities of Judah (2 Kings 18:13 and demands a 
ransom which Hezekiah pays (2 Kings 18:15-16). Go to 2 Chronicles 32 
for the understanding of what is happening. Then the king of Assyria made 

an interesting statement in 2 Chronicles 32:17-19. The king of Assyria is 
mocking the God of King Hezekiah and the Nation of Judah. He is saying 

in essence that the people have one choice, surrender or be taken captive 
as their brothers of Israel. As you examine this section of scripture you 
find that Hezekiah has done the important thing to lead his people to 

return to the Lord and the result was a great revival. The enemy knows 
this and he will always come against a child of God when things are going 
well. Trials are a part of the Christian life and we are no different than the 

people of Israel in this section of the Bible. When things go good and the 
Lord is blessing as we find was happening in Judah the enemy takes 

notice and will do all he can to oppose the movement to trust the Lord. 
Note two things here: 
A. His Problem, 2 Chronicles 32:17-19. Trusting the Lord can often 

bring trouble. The mockery and intimidation by the Assyrians has 
driven King Hezekiah to seek some help. When you read 2 Kings 19:3 

                                                           
1 Roy B. Zuck, The Speaker’s Quote Book (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1997) page143. 
2 Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, (TWOT) page 178. 
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(KJV) And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day 

of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy: for the children are 
come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. Do you 

know what King Hezekiah did next? He went to the preacher, Isaiah (2 

Kings 19:5) who encourages the king.  
B. His Prayer, 2 Kings 19:19 (KJV) Then he did what any spiritual 

person would do, he goes before the Lord. Look at 2 Kings 19:14-19 

(KJV) 14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the 
LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed before 

the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Israel, which dwellest between the 
cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 

the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth. 16 LORD, bow down thine 
ear, and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of 

Sennacherib, which hath sent him to reproach the living God. 17 Of a 
truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their 
lands, 18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, 

but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have 
destroyed them. 19 Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, 

save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only. Do you see 

Hezekiah’s motive in praying? Let me ask you, “Why do we pray?” 

[Some of us are like the older lady who had a parrot and all he 
could say was, “Let’s kiss.” All the time. The pastor of the church 
she attended bought a parrot and all he could say was, “Let’s 

pray.” The lady went to the pastor and told her the problem and 
asked the pastor if she could bring her parrot to his and maybe his 

parrot could help correct the errant parrot. He agreed. The lady 
brought her parrot to the preacher’s house and put it in the cage 
with the pastor’s bird. The lady’s bird immediately said, “Let’s 

kiss.” The preacher’s parrot said, “My prayers have been 
answered.”]   

Do you know what we do when difficulties arise? We take our problems 
to our friends or our family. When we see Hezekiah – all alone – taking 
the letter and spreading it out before the Lord, look again at 2 Kings 

19:19 (KJV) Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save 
thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only. 

Do you know the results of this prayer by King Hezekiah? Look at 2 
Kings 19:20 (KJV) Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, 

saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, That which thou hast 
prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard. Now 
look at 2 Kings 19:35-36 (KJV) 35 And it came to pass that night, that 

the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they 
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arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 36 So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and 

dwelt at Nineveh. Do you know how many that is? 185,000 Assyrian 
soldiers killed without a arrow flying through the air and no one was 

awakened. God simply shows King Hezekiah what a miracle looks like. 
God was at work, Judah, Jerusalem and all the people were spared in a 
miraculous way, all by the hand of God. Listen: OUR MOTIVE FOR 

PRAYING IS AS IMPORTANT AS OUR NEED.  
 When we are all alone and the enemy has surrounded us the 

character of God is going to be demonstrated to us. God wants to 
develop us and this comes by some crisis or problem that comes 
into your life. The more desperate your crisis, the more God is able 

to develop you and you will begin to grow spiritually the way you 
should.  
CAN I ILLUSTRATE THIS? LISTEN CAREFULLY 

In his book entitled Come Before Winter, Chuck Swindoll writes of the 
value of pressure and tension. He discovered something interesting and 

wrote about it in a chapter he entitled, “Tension in the Tank”. 
In the northeastern United States, codfish are not only delectable 

they are a big commercial business. There is a market for eastern cod 

all over, especially in sections farthest removed from the northeast 
coastline. However, the public demand poses a problem to the shippers. 

First, they froze the cod and then shipped them elsewhere. But the 
freeze took away much of the flavor. So, they experimented with 
shipping them alive in tanks of seawater. But that proved even worse. 

Not only was it more expensive, but cod lost its flavor and, in addition, 
became mushy and soft. Their texture was seriously affected. 

Finally, some creative soul solved the problem in a most innovative 
manner. They codfish were placed in large tanks of water along with 
their most irritating enemy, the catfish. From the time the cod left the 

east coast until it arrived at its westernmost destination, those ornery 
catfish chased the cod all over the tank. 

As you might have guessed, when the cod arrived at the market, 

they were as fresh as when they were first caught. There was no loss of 
flavor, nor was the texture affected. 

Then Swindoll applies this discoverY by writing, A couple of 
questions are worth asking. First, can you name some catfish 
swimming in your tank? Maybe you live with one of them. Is it 

somebody at work whose irritating presence drives you to your knees 
several times a week? Every church family seems to have a catfish or 

two as well. They are there to keep all the cod from getting soft and 
tasteless. 

Just think – it is that tension in the tank that helps the image of 

Christ emerge; with the right attitude, we can learn how to keep from 
resenting them as intruders, as the chase continues. To do so, we will 
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need to put an end to pity parties and whine clubs and gripe 
gatherings. 

When we do, it is nothing short of remarkable how closely the 
chase begins to resemble the race.3 

 

                                                           
3 Charles R. Swindoll, Come Before Winter (Multinomah, 1985) cited by Stephen Davey in a sermon preached 
3/8/2015. 


