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REVELATION 4:1-7 
INTRODUCTION: In a CBS poll taken in 2014 we find some interesting facts: 

“Three in four Americans believe in the existence of heaven or hell, including 
66 percent who think both exist. Eleven percent believe only heaven exists. 

Seventeen percent of Americans don't think either place exists. 
According to the poll, many Americans who don't believe in heaven or hell are 
agnostic, atheist, or do not identify with a particular religion; 49 percent of this 

group says neither place exists, but 43 percent of them do believe in heaven or 
hell. Among those who do believe in heaven or hell, 82 percent expect to wind 
up in heaven at the end of their lives; two percent says they expect to end up in 

hell. Nine percent don't think they will be in either place.”1  
Another poll taken by Pew Research in 2015 indicated that 72% of 

Americans believe in heaven while only 58% believe in hell. Here is something 
startling, they found that of the religious people who claimed to be affiliated 
with a church, only 82% of them believed in heaven.2 

This is fascinating, because in 2007 a survey of retired persons 
conducted by AARP (50 years and older) 94% of them believed in an eternal 

God and eternal heaven.3 
The point made here is that older people think of life after death more 

than young people. Young people seem to think they are invincible and 

indestructible. That is true with those who use drugs like Heroin. They think 
that they will not be the one that dies from the potential of an overdose. We 
find that mentality to be prevalent among young people. A Roman philosopher 

who lived in the first century made the following statement, “The day we fear as 
our last is but the birthday of eternity.”4 

Romans 1:18 (KJV) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness. Man does not like to talk about eternity, so they simply 

suppress the truth and believe a lie. That is the context of Romans 1. The 
apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:8 (KJV) We are confident, I say, and 

willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. In 
another place Jesus said, John 11:25 (KJV) Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 

shall he live.  
So many religions of the world have interesting views of life. The Hindu 

and most Eastern Religions, believe in “re-incarnation.” That means when they 
die, they will come back to this earth in a different form. If they have been good 
and kept their nose clean, they will come back in a better way. If they have not 
                                                           
1 http://www.cbsnews.com/news/cbs-news-poll-americans-views-on-death/  
2 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/11/10/most-americans-believe-in-heaven-and-hell/  
3 USA Today, September 25, 2007, page 1. Cited by Stephen Davey, sermon, “Soon. . .and Very Soon” Colonial 
Baptist Church, Carey, NC, April 6, 2008 
4https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/l/luciusanna104795.html   
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then they may come back to earth as a lower form of life such as a cow, 
monkey, rat, et al. That is why in India, they will not kill rodents like mice 

because they may be killing one of their ancestors. Other religions like the 
Muslim, believes that if they die as a martyr (killed in their act of Jihad) they 

will go to heaven and be met with a host of virgins to enjoy in eternity. I’m not 
sure that the Muslim who dies and enters eternity is not greatly surprised 
when that does not happen.  

The Bible has a different view of life after death. When a believer dies 
they go to heaven to live with God for eternity. Just recently my brother died 
and the hope he had is a reality today. Just yesterday (March 18, 201) my 

friend Clyde Box died and he is right now in the presence of Jesus Christ. That 
hope if sure and it is based on what the Bible says about life after death. A 

man by the name of Aristides, who lived in the first century, wrote about 
Christians and their belief in eternity. He said, “And if any righteous man 
among them passes from the world, they rejoice and offer thanks to God; and 
they escort his body as if he were setting out from one place to another near. And 
when a child has been born to one of them, they give thanks to God; and if 
moreover it happens to die in childhood, they give thanks to God the more, as for 
one who has passed through the world without sins.”5 Can you think of 
anything more important than a faith like that? 

We, as believers, have a hope that the world has no idea about. The Bible 
gives us a hope that the world either rejects or scoffs at and that is the hope of 

eternal life in heaven. Paul wrote about this for the believer in 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 (KJV) 13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word 

of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 

of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 

in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words. That is repeated in 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 (KJV) 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 

be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 

brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
Now notice something about these two passages. Both of them talk about 

a “trump” sounding. There is a signal that will initiate this event for the 
believer who is alive at the Rapture of the Saints. Look at Revelation 4:1 (KJV) 
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After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which 

said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. The 
signal will be the sound of a trump [not Donald] which is a “trumpet.” 

There are several things to be noted about this passage: 
1. THIS IS THE END OF THE CHURCH AGE. With the church being taken up into 

heaven (see 1Thessalonians 14:13-18 and 1Corinthians 15:51-54). 

The church is caught up into heaven and during the Tribulation, most 
believe the Judgment Seat of Christ is taking place.  

a. Judgment Seat of Christ. Remember this is not a judgment but a 
rewards ceremony. Look again at 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 (KJV) 10 

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be 

made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it 

is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive a reward. 15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. We read in 2 

John 1:8 (KJV) Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Look at 
the end of the Revelation: Revelation 22:12 (KJV) And, behold, I 
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 

according as his work shall be. You and I will be rewarded according 

to our activity in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are going 
to be evaluated according to our faithfulness according Matthew 

25:21 (KJV)  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

Matthew 25:23 (KJV) His lord said unto him, Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 

thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 1 
Corinthians 4:2 (KJV)  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 
man be found faithful. 

b. Present with the Lord. We often wonder where heaven is. Note what 
we read in Revelation 4:1 (KJV) After this I looked, and, behold, a 

door was opened in heaven. . . This event was the means which the 
Apostle John was “caught up” into heaven. Note the rest of this verse 
Revelation 4:1 (KJV) . . .Come up hither, and I will shew thee things 

which must be hereafter. Now the question is to be asked, “Where is 
hither?” There many views of heaven that goes from it being a “cosmic 
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egg” with solid pillars and embraces all things.6 Others believe it is a 
solid vault or “half-globe (of brass or iron)” as its base.7 One of the 

“Mythological” ideas was that it was the abode of Zeus in Olympus 
and all Olympians dwelled there.8 If course these were not the modern 

day Olympians who compete in the Olympic Games every four years. 
The philosopher Philo, had the concept that “The heavenly man is the 
prototype of the earthly, but man himself is a heaven with star like 

natures. Heaven for Philo is a sign of cosmic unity and helps to effect 
it.”9 That is very close to what the New Age Movement believes. 

Someone has said that the earth for the believer is all the hell they 
will experience and for the non-believer, earth is all the heaven they 
will experience. The Apostle Paul made the statement about the 

revelation he was given by God and it might have been given at the 
time when he said in 2 Corinthians 12:2 (KJV) I knew a man in 
Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or 

whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one 
caught up to the third heaven. We need to be reminded that there 

are “three” heavens. The Greek word for heaven, ouranos, simply 
means “the sky.” The Hebrew word, shamayim, means “to be lofty” (in 

the verb form) or “sky.”10 Most concur that it means “the dwelling 
place of God.” We could go into some detail about the North being the 
direction of heaven according to Psalm 48:1-2. This is also found in 

Isaiah 14:13 (KJV) For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit 
also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  

Note with me Ephesians 4:10 (KJV) He that descended is the same 
also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 

things.) The word “heavens” is in the plural. Jesus ascended above 
the other two. There are three heavens: (1) First Heaven — the 
atmosphere above the earth where the birds and airplanes move 

about. We read in Isaiah 55:10 (KJV) For as the rain cometh down, 
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth 

the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater. We read in Psalm 147:8 (KJV) Who 
covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, 

who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains; (2) Second Heaven 
— this heaven is above the atmosphere of the earth. God said in 
Genesis 1:17 (KJV) And God set them in the firmament of the heaven 

to give light upon the earth. According to Genesis 1:8, the firmament 
is heaven; (3) Third Heaven — look at Psalm 33:13-14 (KJV) 13 The 

                                                           
6 TDNT Abridged, page 736. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Strong’s 8064. 
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LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. 14 From 
the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the 

earth. Heaven is a real place and not the figment of someone’s 
imagination. It is an actual place, actually more real than the place 

where you and I live. If you read the last chapters of the Revelation 
you know it has walls, streets, and according to John 14:2-3 it has 
buildings.  

2. THIS PASSAGE SUPPORTS THE “PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. 
The events that follow this event, the Rapture of the church, is the 
Tribulation. There are several reasons we believe the church will not go 

through the Tribulation.  
a. One of them is very clear from the book of the Revelation. The two 

chapters of Revelation 2-3 is about the church. You do not find the 
word “church” anywhere else in the Revelation. We believe that John 
is a type of the church and he is caught up into heaven.  

b. One is the following passages. Revelation 3:10 (KJV) Because thou 
hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 

of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth. Look at 1 Thessalonians 1:10 (KJV) And to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 

Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 1 
Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV) For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, The Tribulation is 
about the wrath to come. Look at Romans 2:5 (KJV) But after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath 

against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God. We read in Job 21:30 (KJV) That the wicked is reserved to the 
day of destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath. 

The Bible calls this period as the “day of the Lord.” We read in 
Zephaniah 1:14-15 (KJV) 14 The great day of the LORD is near, it is 

near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the 
mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a 

day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day 
of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness. 

3. THE THRONE OF GOD, REVELATION 4:2-3. The scene is in heaven where the 

throne of God is located. In fact Revelation 4-5 take place in this 
location. The Tribulation does not actually start until Revelation 6 when 

the “Seven Seals” are opened. This is where praise and worship takes 
place. [Hymn 255] 

  

   
   

 

 
 

 


