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Yana Payusova and Joseph Farbrook: Tale of Two Heads  
June 1 - Aug 31, 2011  
Reception Date: August 25, 2011, 4 - 5 pm followed by artistsʼ talk from 5 - 6:30pm at the 
Center for Creative Photography, room 108 
 

Yana Payusova playfully interprets 
moments and memories of her youth 
in Leningrad, USSR as the source of 
inspiration for Tale of Two Heads. 
Working in collaboration with Joseph 
Farbrook, the pair create characters that 
move through places and events that took 
place in Payusova’s childhood.   Farbrook 
also provides short prose to narrate 
the imagery.  The work is both history and 
fantasy, a life re-imagined from a young girl’s 
perspective.  In doing so, the artists playfully 
reveal the realities of multifarious social 
settings and the often-ridiculous actions of 
haphazard adults.  A deeper examination of 
human behavior is exposed as the segments 
of the tale progress.  The collaborators 
combine elements of sequential art, picture 
books, artist books, museum catalogs, and 
paintings to create an entirely new narrative 
genre. 

Yana Payusova was classically trained at the St. Petersburg Fine Art Lyceé, she received 
an MFA in New Media from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Her paintings blend the 
styles and symbols of folk art, Russian icons, graphic poster art, illustration and comics, and 
reflect Payusova’s cultural heritage her training in traditional Russian realist painting. Her 
work has be exhibited at the DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Howard Yezerski 
Gallery (Boston), Mimi Ferzt Gallery (NYC) and Galerie Caprice Horn (Berlin). 
 
Joseph Farbrook is a digital artist whose work seamlessly integrates images and text with 
new conceptual approaches and experimental methods.  Newer iterations include video 
sculpture and virtual reality art installations.  Farbrook exhibits both nationally and 
internationally. Recent venues include SIGGRAPH 2010, the AC Institute in New York City, 
Los Angeles Center for Digital Art, Museo De Arte Contemporaneo in Columbia, as well as 
museums and galleries in the Netherlands, China, and the Czech Republic.  
 

 
Gallery Hours: Mon – Fri 9am-5pm 

Free to the public every day 
The Joseph Gross and Lionel Rombach Galleries are located on the  

University of Arizona campus between the Museum of Art   
and the Center for Creative Photography. Parking is available  

on 2nd Street, east of Park Avenue or in the parking garage  
north of Speedway on Park Avenue. 

Please view our website: http://www.cfa.arizona.edu/galleries/ 
 

Higher Forces, Acrylic and India ink on canvas, 12x 12", 2011 


