
Cooperation
Short, fully-licensed film clips from these popular movies:

Jaws
Apollo 13

Babe
Despicable Me

FILMclips for Character Education

FEATURING



Cooperation
Theme: Common Good
The local sheriff tries to convince the mayor of a small town to close the beaches because a
shark has killed a swimmer.  The mayor says he can't close the beaches in the middle of the
tourist season without proof that it was a shark.

GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands

(cognitive, affective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection & Critical Thinking)
       Ask your students to write in their journals about the consequences of a time when they 
       were cooperative and a time when they were uncooperative.

HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings & Mindset) 
       Your teammates constantly bicker and are not playing well. 
       You joined the team recently, and you are its youngest 
       member.  How can you help your team?
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Clip 1 of 4 (1:48)

Panic On The 4th
Jaws (PG-13)

Teaser Question:

HOW CAN YOU 
COOPERATE WITH
PEOPLE WHO 
DISAGREE WITH YOU?

“The only thing that will 
redeem mankind is 
cooperation”  
        ~Bertrand Russell, 

     (Nobel Prize for Literature)

http://clipshout.com/clips/panic-on-the-4th
http://clipshout.com/clips/panic-on-the-4th


Cooperation: Common Good(continued)

HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
       Work together to create an audio/visual presentation 
       showing examples of classmate cooperation to achieve 
       something that is for the “common good.” 

Team Building
       Involve your classmates in peer mediation to solve 
       classroom conflicts.

Refer to page 8-9 for more activities:

Cooperation
Theme: TeamWork
The Apollo team is stranded over 200,000 miles away from earth, trapped in a spacecraft
that is without power and losing breathable air by the minute. It will take all the skills and
teamwork of three Apollo astronauts and the full support of the ground crew in Mission
Control to survive.
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Clip 2 of 4 (2:22)

Working Together
Apollo 13 (PG)

Teaser Question:
WHOM CAN YOU
TRUST?  

WHY? WHY NOT?

“Just being there for someone
can sometimes bring hope
when all seems hopeless.” 
        ~Dave G. Llewellyn 

http://clipshout.com/clips/working-together
http://clipshout.com/clips/working-together


Cooperation: Common Good(continued)

GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands

(cognitive, affective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection and Critical Thinking)
       Describe a situation where teamwork was essential 
       to succeed 
       Did your team succeed?  
       What stood in the way?  
       How can a team build trust?

HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings, Mindfulness and Mindset) 
       You are the captain of your team. You need your teammates’ support in order to 
       be an effective leader.  One of your teammates has a very negative attitude. 

       How do you handle this?

HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
       Create a service project that helps your school and 
       requires the cooperation of everyone in your class. 

Refer to page 8-9 for more activities:
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"None of us is as smart as
all of us."  
       ~Ken Blanchard 

“Individually we are 
one drop. Together we are 
an ocean.”
        ~ Ryunosuke Satoro 
        (Poet and Philosopher)



Cooperation
Theme: Mutual Respect
When Babe, the pig, is instructed by his stepmother, Fly, to herd sheep, he learns the right 
way to lead from the sheep themselves. 

GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands

(cognitive, affective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection and  Critical Thinking)
       When have you seen a person exemplify bad leadership? 
       Suppose that person is you. How could you regain 
       respect?

HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings, Mindfulness and Mindset)
       Your friend has been trying to make friends with the 
       popular crowd. He joins them in making fun of  the new kid. 
       What do you do?
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Clip 3 of 4 (2:30)

Asking Nicely
Babe (G)

Teaser Question:
WHAT ARE THE 
QUALITIES OF A 
GREAT LEADER? 

"You do not lead by hitting 
people over the head —
that's assault, not 
leadership."
        ~Dwight D. Eisenhower

http://clipshout.com/clips/asking-nicely
http://clipshout.com/clips/asking-nicely


Cooperation: Mutual Respect (continued)

HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
       Organize volunteers from your class to work with your principal to find possibilities to
cooperate with organizations serving your community.  
Present the results of your research to your class and recruit 
more students to partner with one of the organizations on a 
project.  Afterward, submit a report to your class and your 
principal including your successes, failures and the role of 
cooperation. 

Refer to page 8-9 for more activities.

Cooperation
Theme: Sharing 
When Gru can't get a loan to steal the moon, the Minions come through.
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Clip 4 of 4 (1:36)

We are Doomed
Despicable Me (PG)

Teaser Question:
CAN SMALL GIFTS
AMOUNT TO MUCH?

"People ask the difference 
between a leader and a boss. 
The leader leads, and the 
boss drives."
        ~Theodore Roosevelt

http://clipshout.com/clips/we-are-doomed
http://clipshout.com/clips/we-are-doomed


Cooperation: Sharing (continued)

GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands

(cognitive, affective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection and Critical Thinking)
       When is it a good thing not to cooperate with a group?
       Give historical examples 

HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings, Mindfulness and Mindset)
       If you were a Minion working on a project for Gru and he 
       confesses It is doomed, what would you do?  Why?
       What if the project were criminal? 

HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
       Role-play this scene with a better outcome.
       

Cooperation: Activities
Activities that work equally well for all Cooperation Film Clips

Activity 1: Keeping a Journal
As a homework assignment or in a class activity, the students will write two entries into 
their journal under the heading of “Cooperation,” answering the following questions:

Tell of a time when you showed cooperation in your life. What were the consequences of
cooperating?

Tell of a time when you were uncooperative. What were the consequences of not cooperating?
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“Non-cooperation with
evil is as much a duty as is
cooperation with good.” 

     ~Mahatma Gandhi

“The only thing that will
redeem mankind is
cooperation.” 

     ~Bertrand Russell



Cooperation: Activities (continued)

Activity 2:  “Give One-Get One”
Performance Objective: The learner will be able to identify examples of cooperation in history
and present these examples in written or oral form.

Materials Needed: Paper, Pencil. 

Teachers Instructions: Ask each student to get out a sheet of paper and brainstorm a list of
characters in a story, in a history lesson or in current events that clearly demonstrates
cooperation.

Students will be given 3–5 minutes to complete their lists. Once students have completed their
individual lists, they will be allowed to get up and move around the room to at least five of
their fellow students to get ideas from their lists.

The student may only get an idea from another student if the student gives the other student
an idea of his/her own.

Students return to their seats.

Lead a discussion about how the students learned through cooperation by asking several
individuals to give an example of what they learned from another student and to name the
student who was helpful to them.  Write these examples on the board.

Activity 3:  Cooperation Games
Performance Objective: Students will learn to work together for a common goal with limited
resources.

Materials Needed: Paper plates (about 1/3 as many as persons in the group). 

Teachers Instructions: The students move half the desks to one side of the room, the other
half to the other side of the room, creating a clear wide lane in the middle of the room.

Gather all the students to one side of the room and say, “Imagine that you are being chased
and need to get across a field of hot lava.” Hand out the plates (about 1/3 the number of plates
as people) and say, “If you step on these plates, you will not sink into the  lava.”  Only one
person can be on the plate at a time. The plates can be picked up and moved.
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Cooperation: Activities (Activity 3 continued)

The key to the game is that only part of the group will be able to cross the field at a time and
one person will need to work their way back across the field to help the rest of the team across.

A time limit can be placed on this game.

After the game lead a whole group discussion that helps students understand the role of
cooperation in reaching group goals.

From So, You Wanna be a Playa? The Freechild Project Guide to Cooperative Games for Social Change by Adam Fletcher Sasse with Kari Kunst
www.freechild.org/gamesguide.pdf

Optional Teaching Strategies
Go on “faith walks” – one student is blindfolded and has to completely trust the person who 
is leading her.

Engage in team-building activities outdoors, such as “hide and go seek,” in which the person
who finds the one who is “it” has to hide with that person until the last person finds the 
whole group.

Optional Teaching Strategies (continued)
Work together to create an audio/visual presentation showing examples of how their
classmates have cooperated to get a task done.

Film your re-enactment of your scene of choice in one of the clips, but with a different ending.

Involve students in peer mediation to solve classroom conflicts.

Chalk a Peace Labyrinth on a concrete slab so students can move through their conflict
together. (http://crossroads.spps.org/peace_labyrinth)
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Film Information
Clip 1 - Jaws from Universal Pictures, the first in the series of sequels, is directed by Steven
Spielberg, written by Peter Benchley (novel and screenplay) and Carl Gottlieb (screenplay). It is
produced by David Brown and Richard Zanuck and stars Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw and
Richard Dreyfuss.

Clip 2 - Apollo 13 from MCA/Universal Pictures is directed by Ron Howard and written by Jim
Lovell, Jeffrey Kluger, William Broyles Jr., and Al Reinert. It is produced by Brian Grazer and
stars Tom Hanks, Bill Paxton, Kevin Bacon, Gary Sinise, and Ed Harris.

Clip 3 - Babe from MCA/Universal Pictures is directed by Chris Noonan and written by Dick
King-Smith, George Miller, and Chris Noonan. It is produced by Bill Miller, George Miller, and
Doug Mitchell and stars Christine Cavana, Miriam Margolyes, Hugo Weaving, James Cromwell,
Miriam Flynn, Evelyn Krape, and Roscoe Lee Brown.

Clip 4 - Despicable Me from Universal Pictures is directed by Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud
with a screenplay by Cinco Paul and Ken Daurio and story by Sergio Pablos. It is produced by
John Cohen, Janet Healy and Christopher Meledandri and stars the voices of Steve Carell,
Jason Segel, Russell Brand, Julie Andrews and Will Arnett. 
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