
	
	

	

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT: August 4, 2019 
_______________________________________________ 
 

John & Mary Hanes 
North Africa / Middle East	

	

 
  Coordinates with 

Resources: 08A

52 Sundays is produced by the Southern Baptist Stewardship 
Development Association in partnership with the SBC Executive 
Committee; International Mission Board, SBC; North American 
Mission Board, SBC; Woman’s Missionary Union, SBC; and the 
42 Baptist state conventions. 

Today we are going to pray for two of our missionaries who serve in North Africa and so of 
course we won’t say exactly where they serve and we won’t use their real names, but we’ll call 
them John and Mary.  
 
They are working to reach the Berber people, a large and almost completely Muslim people 
group who live in more than half a dozen countries across North Africa. The work is slow, but 
not impossible, because a number of churches have been planted among the Berbers. Our 
church has helped in all those, because we support missionaries like John and Mary across that 
region through our Cooperative Program giving each month. 
 
How could John and Mary get the Berbers to trust them — and the message about Jesus they 
wanted to share? Our missionaries found that the people in their area needed fuel for cooking. 
So they began collecting trash and converting it into usable fuel. Their local church started 
helping — and opened a trash processing center. Now the church provides fuel to more than 40 
needy families around them. This helps meet a serious need, but also enables John and Mary 
to get to know people and establish trust. 
 
Today let’s pray for our missionaries, John and Mary, and let’s thank God that even trash can 
be used to share the Gospel! Let’s ask that so many Berbers will come to faith in Christ that 
they won’t be called “unreached” any more! 
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Larry Pepper 
Tanzania	
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Today we’re going to pray for Larry Pepper, who’s a missionary and a physician. He and his 
wife, Sally, have served in Africa for more than 15 years and now he serves in a small hospital 
in Tanzania (say tans-ah-KNEE-ah). They are our missionaries — our church supports them 
through our Cooperative Program giving. 
 
As physician, Dr. Pepper treats dozens of patients each day. Since this is Africa he sees all 
sorts of tropical sickness we don’t see in the U.S. The hospital runs on a shoestring budget and 
often runs out of supplies. Dr. Pepper also has to make sure new light bulbs are ordered and 
that the roof gets repaired.  
 
Often volunteer Baptist teams come from the States and hold medical clinics in outlying villages 
— and they also lead evangelistic services. 
 
When Sally asks him to bring home some meat for dinner, Dr. Pepper drives to the place where 
hogs are slaughtered and buys a hunk of meat. Then he takes it home and chops it up himself. 
Our missionaries work long hours and endure hard living so they can share the Gospel with the 
people of Tanzania. 
 
Let’s pray now for Larry and Sally and thank God for their faithfulness in serving. Let’s ask God 
to keep them safe from harm so that thousands will come to faith in Christ. 
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Kesavan & Viji Balasingham 
Toronto, Ontario	
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Today we’re going to pray for one of our missionary couples serving in Toronto, Canada’s 
largest city that sits not far from the Canadian border, north of Buffalo, New York. 
 
They are Kesavan (say KES-ah-von) and Viji (say VEE-gee) Balasingham (say BALAS-ing-
ham).  
 
Their names sound different because they are from Sri Lanka (say SREE lonka). Kesavan was 
raised as a Hindu. When he was 19 he got involved with a gang and served time in prison. He 
read the Bible for the first time and became a Christian. Later he attended seminary and was 
called to plant a new church. 
 
They moved to the East End area of Toronto, where about half the people were born in another 
country. They planted Fellowship Church Rouge and they have begun to reach troubled young 
men who have the same kind of problems Kesavan had when he was young. He plays 
basketball with them, prays with them and leads them to faith in Christ. Already some of those 
new believers are helping bring others into the church. 
 
Our church is supporting Kesavan and Viji through our Cooperative Program giving. Let’s thank 
God that the Gospel can change people in prison and even transform them into church planters. 
Let’s pray for our missionaries now, that thousands of people — wherever they are from — can 
come to faith in Christ through this new church. 
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The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary	
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We know that our six Southern Baptist seminaries are important because they prepare pastors 
and missionaries for lifetimes of ministry. That’s why our church supports them through our 
Cooperative Program giving and that helps keep tuition low. 
 
Today we want to pray for one of the graduates of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
which is in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
After John Folmar graduated from Southern he served for several years with a church in 
Washington, DC. Then in 2005 he made a big move — about 7,300 miles away, in fact. He 
became pastor of the United Christian Church in Dubai (say DUE-bye), a city in the Middle East 
that is located beside the Persian Gulf. It is part of the United Arab Emirates.  
 
The church’s members include people from more than 50 nations, people who have come to 
live and work in Dubai. The main religion in Dubai, of course, is Islam. So serving here presents 
many legal concerns and restrictions. But John tells the church that the worst thing that could 
happen would be that their Christian witness have no impact on local people. 
 
Let’s pray now that God would keep John safe for continued service, because he is in a place 
where the Gospel is desperately needed. Let’s ask   God to bless this church for the same 
reason. 
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