
Some of us here will remember the terrible war that was fought 
in Yugoslavia during the 1990s. Thousands died. Barry 
Kellem is one of our international missionaries who serves 

in Belgrade, the capital city. We support him and a number of other 
missionaries there.

The war has left many problems in Yugoslavia to this day. Barry says 
there is a feeling of hopelessness in the city of Belgrade. Another 
negative factor is the Serbian Orthodox Church, which teaches 
many things not supported by the Bible.

But our missionaries think a sort of revival may be on the way in 
Belgrade. Two new churches have been planted, and there is a 
growing group of young believers who are committed to reaching 
their city for Christ.

Today let’s pray for Barry and the other missionaries we support 
as our church gives through the Cooperative Program. Let’s ask 
God to give hope where there is none and spiritual victory that will 
last longer than the political kind.
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Today we’re going to Ecuador, South America, with missionary 
Steve Thompson to learn about ministry partnerships. 

In Ecuador you can see hell by looking up. That’s because a 
giant, active volcano called Tungurahua has been spitting out fire 
and lava since it erupted again in 2000. 

More than 500,000 people live in this mountainous province, and 
they need to hear the gospel. So Steve has set up a seminary to 
train the local people for ministry. 

Steve is a graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas, one of our six seminaries. Southwestern 
partnered with Steve to train 11 students in the Bible through online 
classes. These 11 will become the seminary teachers beside the 
volcano and will train many other students in the years ahead.

We support this ministry by supporting Steve’s education at 
Southwestern and now in training the students in Ecuador. And 
we’re supporting Steve as he serves there—all through our 
Cooperative Program giving. Isn’t that a wonderful collection of 
ministry partnerships? 

You might say people in central Ecuador have already gotten a 
glimpse of hell. We want them to be saved so they will be spared 
spending eternity in the real hell!
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Today we want to pray for Jason Carmichael, who is one of 
our missionaries serving in Central Asia. Central Asia is a 
region where people have responded to the gospel, but in 

some areas the government makes it difficult for missionaries to 
even live there. We support Jason through our church’s Cooperative 
Program giving.

Like all our missionaries, Jason is constantly looking for new ways to 
talk to people about Jesus. He has been studying one of the Asian 
languages, so he went online to a site for learning that language.

He connected with a student we’ll call Nesra. Jason started by 
telling Nesra that Jesus is the most important part of his life, and 
he told how he had become a Christian. Then he told some stories 
from the Bible.

Nesra understood him and did not object to the Bible stories. But 
she said she wasn’t sure God even exists. She agreed to do more 
talking over the Internet and said she would read more Bible stories 
with Jason.

Today let’s be thankful there are many ways to share the gospel, 
and let’s pray that Jason Carmichael will be able to share the gospel 
with many people in Central Asia.
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Just as we need seminaries in North America to train pastors 
and missionaries, we also need seminaries in other countries. 
As our missionaries help bring people to faith in Christ and start 

new churches, they need seminaries to train pastors and others 
who will lead churches into the future.

All this is to explain why we have a missionary like Billy Hurst. 
Billy works with seminaries across Mexico and down into Central 
America to Panama.

He helps train the seminary teachers and shows them how to stay 
focused on teaching Bible truths and staying missions-minded. 
Our church supports him through our Cooperative Program giving.

Let’s pray for Billy now and ask God to keep him safe during all his 
traveling and to stay spiritually strong as he works with seminaries 
that will have a big influence on churches across a big area.
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