
We want everyone to hear the gospel, but what about Deaf 
people? How can they hear? Today we are going to pray 
for two missionaries, Cody and Carla Ridge, who share 

the gospel through sign language. They work with Deaf people.

There are millions of Deaf people around the world and for years 
now we have sent missionaries to share the gospel with them. We 
support them through our church’s Cooperative Program giving. 

There are different kinds of sign language overseas, just as there 
are different spoken languages. 

Amita was a deaf woman Cody and Carla knew who came to faith 
in Christ. She went to a meeting of deaf women and signed to them 
about her new faith.

The women reacted harshly. They grew angry and actually attacked 
Amita. When Carla talked to her, Amita was still hurt and was 
weeping. Carla told her about how Jesus was beaten before He 
was taken to the cross to die. Amita signed that she was going to 
stay with her new faith.

Today can we pray for Cody and Carla, our missionaries who have 
a special ministry of sharing the gospel with the Deaf.
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What comes to mind when you hear someone talking about 
Colorado? Snow skiing? The Rocky Mountains? Cowboys? 
Well, all of those are in Colorado, but this morning think of it as 

a mission field where people need to hear the gospel.

Today we’re going to pray for David and Kathy Britton who serve in 
and around Pueblo, Colorado. They work with the Royal Gorge Baptist 
Association, which has 23 churches, most of them small.

The Brittons help figure out how the members of those churches can get 
out of their buildings and share the gospel. They have come up with all 
sorts of events for that. One is a big barbecue they call the “Beast Feast.” 

They recruited volunteers to set up a baby changing station at the Colorado 
State Fair, so Baptist folks could share the gospel with young families. They 
help set up programs to tutor kids in school and help people distribute 
witnessing horseshoes at rodeos which are often held in Colorado. 

David and Kathy are self-funded missionaries sent to Colorado by our North 
American Mission Board. Though self-funded, Cooperative Program giving 
helped make the arrangements for them to serve in Colorado. 

Let’s pray for them now.
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Today we want to have a different sort of prayer time. We will 
not pray for one of our missionaries. Instead, we will pray for 
a people who need missionaries to bring them the gospel. 

They are the survivors of the Holocaust. 

We know what the word Holocaust refers to, right? It refers to the 
six million Jews— and others, such as gypsies—who were killed 
in death camps during World War II. Some were freed from the 
death camps and managed to survive. 

One of our missionaries in the Middle East knew a Jewish man who 
survived being in a death camp. We’ll call him Solomon.

Solomon was in his 90s and died recently. Before he died Christian 
believers prayed with him and talked to him. We will not know this 
side of heaven if he trusted Jesus for his salvation.

It is estimated that only about 100,000 Holocaust survivors are 
alive today. Only a few of these know Christ. But, like Solomon, 
they need Him desperately.

Can we pray today that God will call Christians to carry the gospel 
to these survivors and that they will accept the salvation He offers?
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Today we’re going to Tucson, a desert city in southern Arizona, where 
more than half a million people live.

This is a big mission field because only about four percent of those 
people are evangelical believers. That means about 96 percent of the 
population has no relationship with Jesus Christ. Also, there are just a 
handful of Bible-believing churches to share the gospel, so many, many 
churches are needed.

That’s why we are happy that Jeff and Jessica Vanderford moved to Tucson 
in 2014 and started Authentic Life Church. They are our missionaries 
because we support them through our church’s Cooperative Program 
giving, and we want to pray for them today.

Jeff and Jessica have set up home groups to help their church reach people 
in several neighborhoods. For Sunday worship they are still meeting in a 
local high school not far off Interstate 10, just south of downtown.

Today let us pray for Jeff and Jessica and their two sons as they serve in 
this dry—and spiritually dry—place. Let’s pray that their first church will 
grow and that many other new churches will follow!
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