
One of our international missionaries, we’ll call her Ruth, 
serves in a country in Southeast Asia where the work is 
very slow and dangerous.

Many of the people there are fearful because they believe in spirits 
that try to harm them. They think their lives cannot be changed 
because the future is already decided.

Ruth is our missionary because we support her through our church’s 
Cooperative Program giving. Today let’s pray for Ruth as she talks 
to people in Southeast Asia about the one true God who sent Jesus 
Christ to free us of such fears and to give us hope for daily living.
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Today we are going to pray for one of our missionaries in Defiance, 
Ohio, who has a very difficult ministry. His name is John Cattell and 
his work is hard because he works with prisoners. He is a chaplain 

at a state prison, where he talks to the incarcerated about Jesus Christ.

He also directs the Disciple House, a ministry in the city of Defiance that 
helps prisoners adjust to life outside after they are released from prison. 
John says he helps prisoners start over—but this time with God as the 
center of their lives.

John does not work alone, but has some 200 volunteers who work with him. 
They help former prisoners find housing and jobs—all the things needed 
for a life free of crime. Some men go back to crime after they are released. 
But others give their lives to Jesus Christ and become good citizens.

Our church’s Cooperative Program giving helps support John in his work 
there in Ohio. Can we pray for him now?
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Our church helps support six Southern Baptist seminaries 
across the country through the Cooperative Program. These 
schools have more than 18,000 students between them, 

and all are training to be pastors, missionaries or other servants 
of the gospel.

Today we want to pray for Irwin Wasswa, a student at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. His parents are from Uganda. 

Irwin is preparing to be a pastor and already serves as associate 
pastor in a church near the seminary. He has found that sometimes 
people in New Orleans don’t want to hear about Jesus. But on a 
missions trip to South America, he shared the gospel in villages in 
the Amazon River Basin. People there were eager to hear about 
Jesus. The trip was life-changing for Irwin because he saw God 
move in mighty ways.

Irwin doesn’t know if God will call him back to South America, leave 
him in New Orleans or move him somewhere else. But we can be 
happy that this young man is getting the training he needs to serve 
God for the rest of his life. Through the Cooperative Program, we’re 
investing in Irwin and in that lifetime of service. 

Let’s pray for him now.
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Today we’re going to Africa for a special victory celebration 
with missionary Gregg Fort. Our church supports him through 
our Cooperative Program giving.

Gregg worked with an older man named Sungwa. Sungwa practiced 
witchcraft until the day he accepted Christ. He threw out all the 
charms and potions and things he used in witchcraft. But evil spirits 
came and whispered to him: If you are baptized, you will die!

Word got out that the witch doctor would be baptized as a Christian, 
and a big crowd appeared to see if the spirits would indeed kill 
Sungwa.

Sungwa went bravely into the water and was dipped under. As he 
came up, he stood silent for a moment. Everyone stared.

A big smile spread across Sungwa’s face, and he began singing in 
a loud voice, “Praise the Lord! I was bound by the chains of Satan, 
but I’ve been set free! Praise the Lord!”

Sungwa was celebrating his victory! We Christians know that God will 
defeat Satan and evil spirits every time. As we pray for Gregg let’s 
also pray that people will experience God’s power for themselves as 
they come in faith to Jesus Christ. Pray the celebrations never stop!
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Today we want to pray for one of our North American church planters 
who is starting a new church in Pembroke Pines, Florida. 

Now, quick—who knows where Pembroke Pines is? Well, it’s not 
nearly as well known as Miami or Fort Lauderdale, but Pembroke Pines 
is right between these two better-known places and farther inland from 
the Atlantic. It’s a city of more than 150,000 people and has big problems 
with drugs, gangs, crime and alcohol abuse.

Omar Vargas, our church planter, knew about these kinds of needs in 
South Florida because this is where he grew up. He says people have 
many needs but they need the gospel of Christ most of all.

Starting a church is only one of Omar’s jobs. He also teaches the Bible 
at a Christian high school.

Today, let’s pray for Omar, his wife, Cindy, and their family as he stretches his 
hours and his commitment to start a new church. Our church is supporting 
him and his ministry through our Cooperative Program giving.
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