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Travis & Jennifer Whittaker 
Detroit, Michigan	
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Let’s turn our attention to Detroit, Michigan, a city known as the home of America’s auto 
industry. It is a city that has fallen on hard times. Detroit suffers from high crime and many 
people cannot find jobs, much less good ones. Many houses got so bad they were torn down. 
Schools are so bad that 90 percent of eighth grade students cannot read well. Detroit is a city of 
hurting people who need hope. 
 
That’s why our missionaries, Travis and Jennifer Whittaker, moved to Detroit in 2015 with their 
four children and planted Mile City Church — they wanted to offer the hope that only trust in 
Jesus Christ can produce. Travis and Jennifer want to see people transformed by the Gospel 
who will then be empowered to change Detroit for the better. 
 
Part of the support that enables Travis and Jennifer to serve in Detroit comes from our church’s 
Cooperative Program giving — that’s why they are “our” missionaries. 
 
Travis and Jennifer have seen many people find hope through Jesus. One woman we’ll call 
Brenda was alone after her husband left her and her parents died. Travis and Jennifer were 
able to give her hope and show her that Christ is always there for her. 
 
Let’s pray now for Travis and Jennifer. Let’s thank God for their ministry and just celebrate that 
they are offering hope in a place where hope is so desperately needed. 
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Today we’re going to visit Thailand, a nation in Asia, where our missionaries have served for 
many years. One of those missionaries is Dr. Doug Derbyshire, a medical doctor. 
 
Dr. Derbyshire uses his medical skills to treat medical problems and prescribes the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ for spiritual problems in central Thailand. Several times a year Derbyshire brings in 
teams of physicians from the United states to hold free medical clinics in villages where medical 
resources are limited. They may see 100 or more patients a day. In one recent clinic, seven 
people committed to follow Christ and 25 others want to learn more about the Gospel. 
 
The ministry of Dr. Derbyshire and all these efforts in Thailand are possible because our church 
and thousands of others give through the Cooperative Program. 
 
Let’s pray now for this missionary doctor who is reaching people in a distant place we probably 
will never see. And let us pray for the believers who have met Jesus and are growing in their 
faith. 
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We should serve iced tea and peaches today because we’re going to Covington, Georgia, 
located just off I-20, southeast of Atlanta. Downtown Covington is a pretty town and many 
movies and TV shows have been taped there. 
 
But Covington and surrounding Newton County are also part of the urban growth of Atlanta and, 
in fact, many new churches are needed to reach the growing population. 
 
That’s why our church is helping support our missionaries, Clarence and Helen Potter, in 
Covington. Some of the money our church gives through the Cooperative Program finds its way 
to Covington, Georgia, and the Potters. 
 
They have planted a new church called City of Blessings Church. Starting the new church got a 
boost when an apartment manager prayed for God’s help in organizing a party. A few minutes 
later Clarence showed up and asked if he could host a block party. Many people who came to 
that party heard the Good News about the salvation brought by Jesus Christ — and they wanted 
to know more. The church was off and running! 
 
Today let us pray that the Lord will continue to bless Clarence and Helen and their young son as 
they serve there in Covington. Let’s thank the Lord for the new church as it is today and for the 
strong, growing church it will be tomorrow! 
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Today we’re going to pray for Gretchen Snow, one of our missionaries serving in West Africa. 
We can easily imagine that she needs our prayers, because West Africa is a very difficult place 
to live.  
 
Now just imagine how hard would it be for a Deaf person to live and serve there! Gretchen 
Snow is Deaf. She is one of many Deaf missionaries we Baptists now send around the world to 
share the Gospel with people who cannot hear. 
 
But we’re going to change continents now — to Mexico. Before Gretchen moved to West Africa, 
she served in Puebla (say PWEB-lah) in northern Mexico. While she was there she learned 
Spanish sign language — “Lengua Senas” (say LEEN-gwa SIN-ahs).  
 
In a church for Deaf people there, Gretchen taught two women how to teach the Gospel in that 
sisgn language — how to tell Bible stories, how to pray. Gretchen moved to West Africa, but 
those two women, Selene and Ana, are still teaching, using what they learned from Gretchen. 
 
Aren’t you glad our church supports Gretchen through our Cooperative Program giving each 
month?  
 
Let’s pray that God will keep her safe now in West Africa and help her to be effective in her 
outreach to Deaf people there. And let’s also pray for those Deaf people in northern Mexico. 
Even Deaf people need to “hear” the Gospel! 


