
San José, California, is in the heart of Silicon Valley, 
where people come from all over the world to work 
in the technology industry. 

It’s also where many people do not have a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. That’s why Daniel and Kayla Atondo 
have planted EDEN Church — to reach all kinds of people 
across San José with the love and hope of Jesus.

Already the church has had a big impact for Christ. For 
example, one woman who runs a new tech company grew 
up in another religion and did not attend any church. 
But one of her friends had begun attending EDEN and so 
invited the woman. She went one Sunday, then continued 
attending. Eventually she accepted Christ as her Savior. 

She also did what any tech company owner would do: 
She started a blog about what was interesting to her — 
in this case, Jesus Christ and her faith journey to know 
Him better. She has become a passionate witness about 
her new Savior. 

Our church’s contributions through the Cooperative 
Program help support Daniel and Kayla and their two 
young children as they live and serve there in California. 
These are OUR missionaries!

Let’s pray for them now and ask that God would help 
them to reach many more people who would come to a 
passionate faith in Jesus Christ, and that EDEN Church 
will become a strong supporter of the Christian faith 
all over the city.

Daniel & Kayla Atondo 
San José, California
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We know that people from around the world are 
moving to the United States. A similar thing is 
happening in Europe, where people from many 

lands are also settling.

Today we’re going to see how two of our missionaries in 
Vienna, Austria, are reaching many of those newcomers 
for Christ. We’ll start with Maria*. She is a Brazilian who 
has settled in Vienna. Recently she felt God giving her 
a “nudge,” a strong feeling she should do something 
very specific: share Christ with Persian-speaking people 
from Iran. At that time Maria did not know any Iranians. 
But, wouldn’t you know, within a week she met a young 
woman from Iran. Maria invited her to study the Bible. 
Soon others joined — more than 100, in fact. Some were 
native Austrians. Others came from Iran, Afghanistan, 
Vietnam. 

Maria called on two of our missionaries for help and 
that’s where our church comes in. The two missionaries 
she contacted we’ll call Roger and Diana. We support 
them through our church’s Cooperative Program giving. 
They first served in South America, then relocated to 
Austria for the specific purpose of mobilizing South 
Americans like Maria to witness to newcomers around 
the world.

With their help, soon a new church was started — a 
church of people from many lands, speaking many 
languages but united in their love for Jesus Christ. Today 
can we thank God for this new church and ask Him to 
bless its ministry by helping many to find faith in Christ.

*Name changed for security reasons

Roger & Diana Hartsill
Vienna, Austria
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Our missionary prayer time today will be spent in 
Airdrie, a city in Alberta Province, western Canada, 
about a 15-minute drive north of the larger city 

of Calgary. To the west, the Rocky Mountains parade 
across the horizon.

This city of about 60,000 people is where two of our 
missionaries, Herwyn and Sheryl Tagle now live with 
their three children. Herwyn and Sheryl are natives of 
the Philippines. They moved to Airdrie in 2012 and the 
next year they were called to plant Hopelink Community 
Church, which is reaching mostly other Filipinos.

Through our church’s Cooperative Program giving each 
month, our church helps pay the salary and expenses 
of Herwyn and Sheryl as they lead their new church. 
We’re also supporting many other missionaries planting 
churches across western Canada. These missionary 
partners make a great support network for Herwyn 
and Sheryl.

Let us pray today specifically for Herwyn and Sheryl as 
they disciple their new believers and help them grow in 
faith. Can we ask the Lord to bless their ministry and 
use them to bring many more to faith in Christ.

Herwyn & Sheryl Tagle 
Airdrie, Alberta, Canada

February 
17, 2019

Coordinates with Resources: 02C

Missionary
Highlight



Our missions time today is about Shea Hicks, a 
woman who serves in the U.S. Air Force as an air 
battle manager at a base in Idaho where she is 

stationed.

Protecting our country is one struggle she has trained 
for. The other struggle she is training for is spiritual: 
She is studying for a master’s degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Students at Southwestern and our five other seminaries 
across the U.S. have much lower tuition because those 
schools receive funds from churches like ours through 
the Cooperative Program.

When fellow airmen learn about Shea’s studies, they 
frequently ask, “What is a seminary?” or “Why study 
at a seminary?” This is her opportunity to share the 
Gospel with her coworkers. After she explains that she 
is studying the Bible, she typically follows up with a 
question like, “Have you ever thought about anything 
like that?”

Her seminary studies have become not just a conversation 
starter, but an evangelism tool as well. She has found 
that people tend to respond to someone who is kind 
and willing to listen to their difficult questions. Then 
she can point them to answers in Scripture.

Today let’s be thankful for Shea Hicks twice — for her 
service to our country and for her equally active duty 
service for Christ in the mission field that is our military. 
Let’s ask God to protect her and bless her work and her 
ministry! 

Shea Hicks
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
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