
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance

The California Employment Development Department (EDD) has announced that applications for the Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides $600 per week for persons otherwise ineligible for state 
unemployment insurance benefits, will become available on April 28.

Those who might take advantage of the program include business owners, self-employed persons, independent 
contractors, and employees of churches (including some pastors). Benefits will be payable retroactive to March 
29 and through July 25, 2020.

A webpage explaining the unemployment benefits available to California workers has been created by EDD

Also, the federal PUA benefit is available to all persons who have the legal right to work in the United States and 
meet one or more of the following criteria:

• You have been diagnosed with COVID-19 or are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and are seeking a 
medical diagnosis.

• You are unable to work because a health care provider advised you to self-quarantine due to concerns 
related to COVID-19.

• A member of your household has been diagnosed with COVID-19.
• You are providing care for a family member or a member of your household who has been diagnosed 

with COVID-19.
• A child or other person in the household for whom you have primary caregiving responsibility is unable 

to attend school or another facility that is closed as a direct result of the COVID-19 and the school or 
facility care is required for you to work.

• You became the breadwinner or major support for a household because the head of the household 
has died as a direct result of COVID-19.

• You have to quit your job as a direct result of COVID-19.
• Your place of employment is closed as a direct result of COVID-19.
• You were scheduled to start a job that is now unavailable as a direct result of the COVID-19 public 

health emergency.
• You are unable to reach the place of employment as a direct result of the COVID-19 public health 

emergency.
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https://www.edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019/pandemic-unemployment-assistance.htm


If you work as an independent contractor with reportable income, you also may qualify for PUA benefits if 
unemployed, partially employed, or unable or unavailable to work because COVID-19 has severely limited your 
ability to continue performing customary work activities, and has thereby forced you to stop working.

Applications will be available online at the EDD website. For telephone assistance, persons may call 1 (800) 300-
5616 for English and 1 (800) 326-8937 for Spanish.

If unsure whether you are an independent contractor or an employee who could be eligible for benefits, EDD 
recommends filing for regular Unemployment Insurance benefits and they will determine your eligibility.
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