
Frequently Asked Questions 
2020 CSBC Annual Meeting Cancellation 
 

Why is the CSBC Annual Meeting canceled? 
The CSBC Annual Meeting, slated Oct. 27-28 at Clovis Hills Community Church in Clovis, is 
canceled because of COVID-19 and the State of California guidelines regulating indoor, in-
person gatherings. 
 

Who canceled the meeting? 
The California Southern Baptist Convention Executive Board canceled the meeting during its 
Sept. 10 meeting. 
 

What was the authority to cancel the meeting?  
The Executive Board canceled the meeting as recommended by the Committee on Convention 
Operations which plans the annual gathering. The Board’s action was based on advice from 
legal counsel since cancellation of an annual meeting is not expressly addressed in the CSBC 
Constitution or Bylaws. However, legal counsel advised the Executive Board has authority to 
make the decision since the Board is the Convention “ad interim” according to Article VI, 
Section 1 of the CSBC Constitution. The Constitution gives the Executive Board “authority to act 
for the Convention between its sessions except that it cannot impose its will upon the 
Convention by contravening any action of the Convention taken at its regular session.” 
 

Will the annual meeting be rescheduled? 
No. the meeting will not be rescheduled. The next annual meeting is scheduled October 26-27, 
2021 at the Russian Baptist Church in West Sacramento. 
 
Why can’t the annual meeting be held online with remote voting? 
The Committee on Convention Operations and the CSBC Executive Board waited as long as 
possible before cancelling the meeting in hopes that COVID-19 would subside, and the State 
would reopen for larger, in-person meetings. That is not the case. There is simply not enough 
time this year to overcome issues such as technology, legal regulations governing virtual 
meetings, verification of messengers, and conducting business with a large, online group. 
 

What about CSBC officers? 
CSBC officers – president and vice president – will remain in office until successors are elected. 
Convention officers are Shawn Beaty, senior pastor of Clovis Hills Community Church in Clovis, 
and Josh Sanchez, youth pastor at First Southern Baptist Church in Anaheim. 
 

  



How will CSBC operate if a budget isn’t approved at an annual meeting? 
The Executive Board has authority to adopt the budget because of its “ad interim” status as 
prescribed in Article VI, Section 1 of the CSBC Constitution. In its Sept. 10 meeting, the Board 
adopted a $6,963,620 operating budget with a Cooperative Program objective of $6,245,000. 
(See related Executive Board article.) 
 

What about trustees who give oversight to CSBC entities? 
Since the Executive Board has “ad interim” authority, it elected trustees and directors for 
California Baptist University and The Baptist Foundation of California, respectively, during the 
Board’s Sept. 10 meeting. Those elected by the Board were scheduled for nomination by the 
Committee on Nominations to messengers at the annual meeting in Clovis. 
 

What about CSBC Executive Board members? Were they elected also? 
No, Executive Board members were not elected. Doing so would have made the Board a “self-
perpetuating” body. Current Executive Board members have been asked to serve until their 
successors are elected. 
 

What happens to Convention Committees? 
Committee members were not elected. Committee members will be asked to serve until their 
successors are elected. 


