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2019 CALIFORNIA MISSION OFFERING
ADULT MISSION STUDY
Step Up!
1 Corinthians 15:58 (CSB)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

The California Mission Offering is inspired by S.G. Posey, a CSBC missionary pioneer.

By Gil De La Rosa

Recently our church had Vacation Bible School and we pretty much shared with everyone that we 
needed all hands on deck. In other words, we needed everyone to Step Up and get involved, and 
they did.

This year’s California Mission Offering theme is, “Step Up!” Step Up is best defined as “to claim 
responsibility, to succeed in meeting a challenge.” California, with a culturally diverse population 
of nearly 40 million people with more than 250 spoken languages, is the most challenging state in 
America. We as California Southern Baptist believers, with approximately 2,400 churches both big 
and small, need to Step Up to this huge challenge of reaching California with the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 

Please consider using the hour-long teaching plan below as you prepare your church for the CMO 
emphasis in September. We have provided some suggestions of how you can use the study, but feel 
free to adapt it. Along with the study there are numerous videos available online which can be used 
to help aid your church to Step Up and be a church on mission. Order CMO envelopes, bulletin 
inserts and posters in various languages through the Ministry Resource Center in Fresno – www.csbc.
com/cmo. All you need to do is Step Up! and contact us!

Step Up to What Scripture Tells Us
The 2019 scriptural challenge says, “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 
Corinthians 15:58, CSB). 

On the focal wall in your classroom, have the scripture written on a white board or tear-sheet and 
circle the following words or phrases – dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
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As the adults enter your class, point out the scripture and have them discuss the circled words or 
phrases.

Point out that this verse is our mandate, our responsibility to the Lord. As we Step Up to do the 
work of the Lord of sharing our faith with others, we are to be steadfast (strong), immovable (not 
distracted), always excelling (doing our very best), knowing that what we do for the Lord is not in 
vain (not wasted, what we do for God’s Kingdom work has a purpose). 

Share with the adults that the Christian mandate to Step Up and share the gospel message is found 
in all four gospels, with the most familiar being Matthew 28:19: “Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations … .” Point out to your group that this is a command and not an option or a nice 
suggestion – it’s a command to Step Up!

Share with the adults that you are thankful someone had the attitude that said, “I’m going to Step 
Up and share Jesus with (put your name here). Turn to the class and ask, “Are you thankful someone 
did the same for you?” 

We need to Step Up and share Jesus with people God puts before us every day!

Step Up and Pray
Mention to your class that Oswald Chambers once said, “Prayer is not work, it is the work!” Spend 
as much time as you want to pray strategically. For starters, pray for the 2,400 SBC churches in 
California to Step Up. Pray for California, your county, your city and your neighborhood. Do some 
demographic research – you may be surprised to discover your community has changed. If that is 
true, you may need to look at different outreach tools that may be more effective.

Doing the same thing every year with no results may not be the best stewardship of your church’s 
time and money. Look at different options, mix things up. Contact the Ministry Resource Center 
– they exist to resource and empower your church! You know your church best, so use individual 
prayer or small groups – whatever works. Just Step Up and pray.

Step Up and Give
Share with your class that the month of September is quickly approaching (or is here), 
when we emphasize the California Mission Offering. Hopefully, you have Stepped Up and 
contacted the Ministry Resource Center to secure posters, bulletin inserts and envelopes. It 
is important that your church set a God-sized goal and Step Up to promote that goal.

The state goal is $500,000. That is a worthy goal, and when we consider what the 
money is allocated for, together we should reach that overall goal. However, 
we must all Step Up and give. Your members will give when they know what 
they are giving to, so take time to share about each allocation. (Check with 
your pastor, director of missions or the CSBC office for more information on these 
ministries.)
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Allocations:

Step Up and Go
Show the various CMO video clips to illustrate how last year’s offering helped several ministries up 
and down the state. 

Secure a map of your neighborhood or you can do a one-mile radius from your church and display 
it with a question: “How will we reach our community?”

Talk about outreach events that have worked in the past and talk about some new ideas that might 
prove effective.

Ask your pastor if the church has done a Count the Cost assessment with the CSBC Church 
Revitalization Initiatives Team, and if an assessment has been done with a growth goal in mind. 
Many of our churches are in need of revitalization and to make that happen you need to be aware 
of the many outreach opportunities available through the Missions & Evangelism Initiatives 
Team. These include Vacation Bible School (yes, it still works); literacy missions, which has 
three components: English as a Second Language, Tutoring Children and Youth and 
Reading and Writing for Adults; Disaster Relief ministry; migrant ministries; Christian Men’s 
and Women’s Job Corps. Talk with your associational director of missions about using the 
evangelistic Block Party Trailer for your own neighborhood block party or health fair or 
sports camp. The ideas are endless. In your class brainstorm ideas of what might work best 
for your church. Just Step Up!

Save the remainder of your time having the class practice sharing their faith in pairs. 
When it is all said and done the most effective way of reaching people for Christ 
is one person sharing their story with another. Don’t assume your people know 
how to share their faith. Some of the best research shows that 70% of believers 
have never shared their story with a stranger. Sad to say, 51% believers in the 
United States have never heard of the term “the Great Commission,” and 60% 
of Christians do not believe sharing our faith is their responsibility. 

Your story (testimony) should consist of three area: my life before Christ, how I 
met Christ and my life since I met Christ. Share that they should be able to give 
their story within three minutes, because sometimes that’s all you have! 

Step Up and Go!
Close in prayer, encouraging the adults to Step Up to claim the responsibility and to 
succeed in meeting the challenge of reaching the state of California for Jesus Christ. Let’s 
all Step Up!

Church Planting 40% $200,000

Evangelism/Missions/Disaster Relief 28% 140,000

Associations 10% 50,000

Revitalization 9% 45,000

Small Church 7% 35,000

Promotion                                             6% 30,000

Total             100% $500,000
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Additional Resources:
It’s Worth it Uncovering how one week can transform your church. Landry Holmes, LifeWay Christian 
Resources Visit www.lifeway.com

Gospel Fluency Speaking the Truths of Jesus into the Everyday Stuff of Life. Jeff Vanderstelt,  Crossway

Showing Others the Way to Heaven Wayne Stockstill, Books for Ministry

(Gil De La Rosa is a consultant for CSBC Strategic Giving. He also is a missions advocate, conference 
leader and retired CSBC pastor.)


