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2019 CALIFORNIA MISSION OFFERING
CHILDREN’S MISSION STUDY
Step Up!
1 Corinthians 15:58 (CSB)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

The California Mission Offering is inspired by S.G. Posey, a CSBC missionary pioneer.

By Sandra Hughes

Greet children and explain, “Today we are going to learn about what churches in California are 
doing to tell people about the Good News of Jesus. Our churches are going to “Step Up” to the 
challenge of sharing the gospel in our state by working together.”    

Opening Activity: “Step Up”
(adapted from the Texas Baptist Men’s Royal Ambassador’s Resource Notebook - available online - 
https://tbmtx.org/static/resource/ra-resource-notebook-02-1.pdf.)

Display the theme verse on a whiteboard or print out. Explain, “This verse means that all Christians 
should keep working as well for the Lord as they can, no matter what. Our work is never for nothing.”

Print 1 or 2 words of the theme verse on several large sheets of paper. Tape in random order onto the 
floor, close enough for succeeding words to be reached in a step. Have children step on one word 
at a time in the proper order to quote the verse. Repeat until all children have “stepped up” on the 
verse.

Ministries in California: What is the Gospel?  
Explain, “There is a lot of work to be done in California, and churches in California have many 
different ministries. We are going to learn about some of those different ministries today.”

Ask the children, “What does it mean to share the Good News of Jesus?” Listen carefully for their 
answers and make sure they understand what the gospel is. This is a great opportunity to share the 
gospel directly with children in your group and offer them an opportunity to make a decision for 
Jesus today.   Free resources to help you lead children through the plan of salvation can be found 
online at:  https://kidsministry.lifeway.com/2016/12/12/free-resources-for-sharing-jesus-with-kids/
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Evangelism: Harvest Hunt Activity 
Hide pieces of Halloween candy around your largest indoor or outdoor activity space. Give the 
children bags and challenge them to find as many candies as they can. Then enjoy sitting down 
and eating together.  While children are eating, say, “Some churches in California use Easter 
Egg Hunts as a way to share the good news of Jesus with their community. RISE Church in Sanger 
decided to have their egg hunt on Palm Sunday this year and had over 600 guests! Churches also 
use Vacation Bible School or other holiday parties as outreach events. The churches try to find a 
creative way to share the gospel during the event.”

Optional: Show the CMO 2019 Video about Evangelism and RISE Church in Sanger. 

Disaster Relief: Fire Art Activity 
Supplies: Construction paper, shaving cream, cookie sheet, gloves, red and yellow food coloring. 

Say: “Having a house fire is scary and hard. A lot of Californians this year lost their homes in fires. But 
even in the middle of a disaster, Jesus is still there. California Southern Baptist Disaster Relief went into 
communities all over California this year and helped people who had lost their homes find jewelry, 
coins, and anything that might have survived the fire. Then they told them about the Good News of 
Jesus.”

Help the children mix the shaving cream and red and yellow food coloring. Have children finger-
paint shaving cream onto paper to make a “fire” effect. Guide children to trace the shape of a cross 
in the middle of the fire. Use gloves if you think parents will be concerned about dyed fingers.

Optional: Show the CMO 2019 Video about Disaster Relief and the Paradise Fire. 

Church Planting: The Seed and the Tree
Bring the small seed of a tree (pine nut, mustard seed, acorn, etc., whatever grows in your 
area) and a picture of the corresponding adult tree. (If you have a seed-bearing tree 
on your church property, this would be a great time for a walk.) Discuss the things a new 
tree needs to grow: soil, water, sunlight, space, time. Explain that planting a church is like 
planting a tree. It starts out small, but it grows big and blesses the people and animals 
around it. New churches also need special resources to grow, such as pastors, laypeople, 
support from established churches, space to meet, new converts, money, and especially 
prayer. When our church gives to the California Mission Offering, we help support new 
churches.  

Prayer Emphasis: Lead the children in prayer for church planters in California. 

Closing Activity: Stepping Verses 
Review the Bible verse and say together. Then ask the children to say the verse 
in each of these ways: 

• At a normal pace while standing

• In fast-forward

• While jogging in place

• In a whisper while tiptoeing

• Shouting while marching
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• In slow-motion

• While jogging in slow motion

• In a normal voice while walking backward

(Sandra Hughes is children’s missions consultant, California Women’s Ministries & Missions, CSBC. She 
also is the children in action leader at Mt. View Southern Baptist Church in Lake Isabella.)


