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2019 CALIFORNIA MISSION OFFERING
PRESCHOOL MISSION STUDY
Step Up!
1 Corinthians 15:58 (CSB)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

The California Mission Offering is inspired by S.G. Posey, a CSBC missionary pioneer.

By Ann Iorg

Theme: Step Up!

Bible Story: Paul plants a church in Corinth and writes a letter to the church

Scripture Reference: Acts 18:1-4; 1 Cor. 1; 15:58

Bible Truth: We tell others about Jesus in many different ways

Key Bible Verse: “Be strong and do the important work God wants you to do.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 
(Paraphrase for preschoolers) 

Intro Learning Activities (15 min) 
(children can choose one or more activities as time allows)

Water-Play: Pretend to travel in a boat by floating toy boats in water. Say, “Paul and his friends 
traveled on land and in a boat to start churches and to help the churches.” (Preparation – Gather 
plastic boxes or tubs to put water in, toy boats, and a map of Paul’s journeys. Put the map in a 
plastic sleeve, or laminate to protect it from the water.)

Art: Color a paper “people chain.” Tell children that churches are made up of all kinds of people. Tell 
them to bring their paper people to group time. They can make as many as they have time for. Tell 
the children to take their paper people to group time. (Preparation – Gather markers, crayons and 
white paper. Fold paper and cut in a people shape so the people are connected by their hands; 
see picture on page 2.)
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Group Time (15-20 min) 
Intro: Pick different children to hold a toy boat, toy donkey, pen and paper, Bible, basket of Easter 
eggs, and a toy fire truck. Tell the children that we will learn today about people who stepped up to 
do God’s work. Have everyone stand up, and tell them to take a step forward when you say, “Step 
Up to do God’s work.” Tell the children to hold up their toy or paper people when you talk about it in 
the story. Tell them we have five stories of people who stepped up to do God’s work. (Preparation – 
Gather the noted items, and have children bring their paper people to group time.)

Tell the Story: Step Up! 

Hold the Bible and show the picture of Paul and his friends and the map of where they 
went. Tell the children that Paul and his friends went to a lot of places to tell people about 
Jesus. Sometimes they traveled by boat, sometimes by donkey and sometimes by walking. 
Let the children with the toy boat and donkey hold them up. After Paul people began 
to believe in Jesus they started churches. Paul would often write to the churches and 
help them know what to do when they had a problem. One church Paul wrote to was 
the church at the city of Corinth. Show Corinth on the map. Let a child hold up the 
pen and paper. This was the work God wanted Paul to do. God wanted Paul 
to tell others about Jesus, start churches, and help people follow God and do 
His work. (Preparation – get a Bible, a Bible story picture of Paul and his friends 
teaching or sailing in a boat and a map of Paul’s journeys.)

Present Day Application (missions stories): Today, in California, we have many 
people who have stepped up to do God’s work. 

Silas helps people who came from the country of Burma to California. He tells 
them about Jesus and teaches them from the Bible. Let a child hold up the 
Bible. 

RISE Church had a big Easter Eggstravaganza, with 600 people coming to hear about 
Jesus. Let the children hold up all their paper people and the basket of Easter eggs.

Andy Springer became the pastor of Heartwood Church. When he came they only had 8 
people. Let the children hold up 8 paper people. Now a year later 60 people are coming 
to learn about God at church. Let the children hold up all the paper people. 
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Mike Kemp’s home was damaged in a forest fire. Let a child hold up the fire truck. Disaster Relief 
volunteers came to help them get their things out of the house, and fed them while they were 
working. 

All these people did something God wanted them to do to help people know about God. In 
California, we have a special offering called the California Mission Offering. We give our money to 
help people who are doing God’s work. Some are teaching the Bible, some are helping churches 
grow and some are helping those who have a need. We can also pray for people who are doing 
God’s work. We help do God’s work by praying, giving and sharing about Jesus. Let’s sing a song to 
help us remember to tell the good news. 

Sing – Tell the News – (To the tune of Mary Had a Little Lamb)

God wants us to tell the news, tell the news, tell the news. 
God wants us to tell the news, that God loves everyone. 

Paul went out to tell the news, tell the news, tell the news. 
Paul went out to tell the news, that God loves everyone.

We can go to tell the news, tell the news, tell the news. 
We can go to tell the news, that God loves everyone. 

Learn a (shortened) Bible Verse: Say the verse several times, then have the kids stand up and time 
them to see how fast they can say it. “Be strong and do the important work God wants you to do” 1 
Corinthians 15:58 (paraphrase).

Pray: Let’s pray for the people who are doing God’s work.

Snack (15 min)
Serve each child a snack. Be sure to check with parents about allergies beforehand. Talk about 
ways people do God’s work while you eat your snack.

Learning Activities (15 min) 
(children can choose activities as time allows)

Movement: Build a town with a church and play with toy emergency vehicles on a carpet 
road map. If a carpet is not available, use tape on the floor for roads. Be sure to pull it up 
right after class so it will come off easily. Talk to the children about how community 
helpers and disaster relief volunteers help those in need. (Preparation - Gather 
blocks, emergency vehicles, and carpet road map if available.)

Nature: Pretend to write a letter to a church like Paul did. Use water colors and 
brushes, and tell children that Paul did not have pens or markers, so he had to 
use a stick or brush and paint to write with. (Preparation – Gather watercolors, 
brushes and white or cream colored cardstock or construction paper.)

Home Living: Pretend to go on a trip to help someone in need. Pack items for 
the trip in small bags or backpacks. (Preparation – Gather bags or backpack, 
small travel toiletry items and small clothing items like clean socks.)

(Ann Iorg is a CSBC Women’s Ministries and Missions Preschool Team member, and the 
Children’s Ministry Leader for a church plant out of Mt. Zion Church in Ontario.)


