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2019 CALIFORNIA MISSION OFFERING
SERMON OUTLINE
Step Up!
1 Corinthians 15:58 (CSB)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

The California Mission Offering is inspired by S.G. Posey, a CSBC missionary pioneer.

by Pete Ramirez

I. Why Should I Give?
Because of at least the three lessons we find in the Bible.

A. The Bible teaches that we are to give to the needy.
Throughout the Bible we find examples of the principle of giving to the poor.

Psalm 41:1-3  Happy is one who cares for the poor; the LORD will save him in a day of adversity. 
The LORD will keep him and preserve him; he will be blessed in the land. You will not give him over 
to the desire of his enemies. The LORD will sustain him on his sickbed; You will heal him on the bed 
where he lies.

Proverbs 29:7  The righteous person knows the rights of the poor, but the wicked one does not 
understand these concerns. 

Luke 3:10-11  “What then should we do?” the crowds were asking him. He replied to them, “The 
one who has two shirts must share with someone who has none, and the one who has food must 
do the same.” 

Luke 6:38  Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure – pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over – will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
back to you.” 

There are numerous examples of how we should make provision for those in need. We must 
remember that taking care of the needy has always been part of God’s plan.
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B. The Bible teaches that the lost have the greatest need.
The Bible says a man’s soul is lost, perishing, starving, sick, under the wrath of God, disobedient to 
God and condemned to die because of his sin. Man needs a Savior to find, cure and pardon him. 
A Savior is your greatest need because you can’t save yourself.

Romans 3:9-18  What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously charged that 
both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, as it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one. 
There is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away; all alike 
have become useless. There is no one who does what is good, not even one. Their throat is an 
open grave; they deceive with their tongues. Vipers’ venom is under their lips. Their mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and wretchedness are in their paths, 
and the path of peace they have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Since the lost are the ones with the greatest need we see that Jesus responds to their need.

Here is where I want to get into our text, II Corinthians 8:1-9. From this we will see examples of how 
we are to give to reach the lost for Jesus. First we will see how Paul in his letter to the church of 
Corinth attempts to motivate the Corinthians to give because of what Jesus has demonstrated, 
and then to mimic the example of the Macedonian churches.

C. The Bible teaches that Jesus gave to reach the lost
Three examples of how Jesus gave to reach the lost

1. Jesus Gave Humbly
II Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though He was rich, for your 
sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich. 

He became poor by becoming human. He left his divine, majestic state and became 
a physical human being. Willing to be humble, he was born in a stable and died on 
the cross, a vile man’s death. Yes, He humbled himself as a human being. While He 
lived as a human being, He did not take advantage of His divine powers for His own 
purposes. But instead He humbly depended on the Father, while at the same time He 
served and gave to others.

Philippians 2:6  Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with 
God as something to be used for His own advantage. 

Paul in his charge to the church in Corinth, II Corinthians 6:1-10, reminds 
them that we are to work together because of the grace, the salvation 
that God has given us. In verse 10 he states: … as grieving yet always 
rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having nothing yet possessing 
everything. 

Just as Christ gave so much for us to be made rich we must do the same 
for others. Paul describes how Jesus Himself was a model of humility. Jesus 
humbled Himself when He became man so that through Him we may 
become rich. 

This leads us to His second example. Not only did He give humbly but He gave 
sacrificially.
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2. Jesus Gave Sacrificially
II Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though He was rich, for your 
sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich. 

He was willing to give His life to offer salvation to the sinner so we may become rich when we 
obtain Salvation.

John 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Here is the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

Jesus is the sacrificial lamb of God who would lay down His life willingly to save the lost.

He was not forced to give in this manner. Scripture in Isaiah describes Him as a sheep led to be 
slaughtered. Our Savior, without making a fuss, was willing to give His life to pay for my sin and 
your sin. He knew what the sacrifice would mean for Him – full surrender.

When Jesus gave for us He gave sacrificially. He gave it all.

3. Jesus Gave Lovingly
II Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though He was rich, for your 
sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich. 

The grace of God is the ultimate demonstration of His love, of His favor bestowed on us.

His grace is an unmerited, divine gift given to humans for their salvation, regeneration and 
sanctification. The Bible says the following about grace: “For you are saved by grace through 
faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift” (Ephesians 2:8).

He was not forced to pour His grace on us – He willingly gave Himself for our salvation. When we 
understand His grace it should motivate us to give.

So we understand that we should give to the needy. We understand that the lost are 
the ones with the greatest need. We saw how Jesus gave to reach us, the lost. 

But the question remains:

II. HOW SHOULD I GIVE?
Three examples show how the churches of Macedonia gave. They were 
multiple churches that joined together to give to a need Paul brought to 
their attention. They were from Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea.

A. They Gave Despite Their Affliction
The Macedonian churches were persecuted churches that existed in 
the northern part of Greece. Their homeland was where the Romans 
plundered, wars had ravished and poverty was rampant. To add to their 
affliction, many of them would be “fired” from their jobs because they 
became Christians. And their own families would reject them for leaving the 
faith. 

But despite their affliction they did not lose focus, and responded to the need. They 
kept faithful to the task. This is what Paul says to the church in Philippi regarding their 
faithfulness: “And you Philippians know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving except 
you alone” (Philippians 4:15).
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There are always excuses/afflictions we could come up with of why not to give, but this is not 
acceptable. We must stay on task! Don’t be mistaken with what is being said here. We are 
not afflicted because we have to give. We are not asked to give beyond our means, or large 
amounts. Look at what Paul writes:

II Corinthians 8:12-13  For if the eagerness is there, it is acceptable according to what one 
has, not according to what he does not have. It is not that there may be relief for others and 
hardship for you, but it is a question of equality. 

We can see by these verses that we are not all required to give the same, but we all should be 
ready and, when ready, give accordingly. You should be ready to give according to your ability 
to give, without feeling “afflicted.”

This is how we should use our funds. You must first give God what is His, the tithe, your 
commitment of obedience to Him. Then provide for your family. Make plans to give to special 
offerings and needs through your lifetime. Church, if He sacrificed, we must voluntarily sacrifice 
as well.

B. They Gave Despite Their Poverty
II Corinthians 8:3  I testify that, on their own, according to their ability and beyond their ability … 
.

The Macedonian churches gave of themselves even in deep poverty. They allowed themselves 
to be used by God. They were willing to give it all and be emptied for the sake of helping those 
in need.

Will you give beyond your ability despite your affliction, despite your poverty – and for this third 
reason?

C. They Gave Because They Loved
This church gave out of love, not out of compulsion or manipulation. Nobody tried to 
intimidate them to do something they didn’t want to do. Paul tells them in verse 8: “I 
am not speaking this as a command,” and in verse 10 he writes, “I give my opinion in 
this matter, for this is to your advantage.” 

Paul in these verses is saying that you have the liberty to give out of love, give the 
amount you want. It is not a fixed amount or percentage. Give out of the joy of the 
grace God has given you. Give out of the abundance of love God has placed 
in your heart.

We see the joy of the grace of God, the love that overflowed from the 
Macedonian churches. It says in verse 4 that they were “begging us with 
much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints.”

Giving is optional but I believe it is a reflection of the maturity as believers 
of the understanding of God’s love and His Grace. May God’s love and 
grace overflow in you!
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Conclusion
Church, I would like to finish with verse 11: “But now finish the task as well, that just as there was 
eagerness to desire it, so there may also be a completion from what you have.” 

In this verse Paul gently calls the attention of the church in Corinth. Paul reminds them as he tells 
them, “Look, you guys have already desired to help for a long time but you have not done it.” He 
gently calls them to be ready to give and complete their sacrifice of love for the needy. The need 
to reach California is great. 

Will you be ready to give, despite your affliction and poverty? 

Will you be willing to give because of the love and joy of God’s grace in you? 

Members and church: be ready to give to save California!

*All scripture verses are from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

(Pete Ramirez leads the Evangelism & Mission initiatives Team for California Southern Baptist 
Convention. Pete has served as a church either as a pastor or church staff member of several 
CSBC congregations. He also has served on several CSBC committees and boards. He also has 
served as a Convention officer.)


