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2019 CALIFORNIA MISSION OFFERING
YOUTH MISSION STUDY
Step Up!
1 Corinthians 15:58 (CSB)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

The California Mission Offering is inspired by S.G. Posey, a CSBC missionary pioneer.

By Sara Gutiérrez

Intro Activity:
Provide two identical items to step up onto that are secure and safe for a student to stand on 
(approx. 6-12 inches tall). Choose two students to compete against one another in stepping up 
and down from the items. Allow them to move at whatever pace they choose (that’s reasonable – 
not too slow). The goal is to see who can last the longest.

As the students exercise, ask them and others the following:

• Is it easy? (Be sure to repeat this question occasionally as they begin to get tired.)

• What muscles are you working? Where can you feel it most?

• What’s the purpose of exercises, like stepping up?

Just as we exercise our body, we need to exercise our faith (spiritual exercises). There are times 
when we have to step up in faith and do difficult things in Jesus’ name. Every time we step up, we 
grow our spiritual muscles. We grow stronger in our faith. 

Lesson:
Open in prayer.

To understand what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 15:58, go back and read the entire chapter. You 
may choose to do this on your own or with the students.

In v. 58, Paul is calling the Corinthians to step up in three ways: (1) be steadfast; (2) be immovable; 
(3) excel in the Lord’s work. He assures them that their efforts will never be in vain, because God 
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has provided victory in Jesus Christ (v. 57). We must read Paul’s commands, remembering that 
those words were not only meant for the Corinthians then, but also for us now.

(1) Be steadfast. We are to step up and stand firm in our faith – the faith that Jesus died for our 
sins, was buried and rose again on the third day (v. 3-4). We can also stand firm in the faith since, 
because Jesus died and rose again, we too will be raised to life eternal (v. 20-23). 

(2) Be immovable. As you are stepping up to stand firm in your faith (faith in the gospel message, 
and that we too will be raised to eternal life), do not allow the world to sway you from that faith. 
The world will argue that Jesus was not raised, or that we will not be raised (v. 12-13), and if that 
were true, it would be very sad (v. 14-19). But it isn’t true(v. 22-23)!

Paul offers solid evidence to back up this faith, assuring us that we can stand firm and not be 
swayed in the face of the doubts and criticisms of the world around us. Paul noted there were 
hundreds of witnesses who were still alive and living not far away, and essentially invited the 
people to go talk to those witnesses to verify the truth of the gospel message (v. 5-6).

(3) Excel in the Lord’s work. The “Lord’s work” is sharing the gospel, and the Lord desires for us to 
step up and work diligently for Him. Truly being steadfast and immovable in faith requires us to step 
up by giving ourselves fully to God’s work. If we claim to believe that Jesus died for us, and is alive 
for us now, if we claim to believe that we will be raised to eternal life with Him someday, why would 
we not step up and give ourselves fully to His work?! 

More than that, Paul assures us that our efforts are never in vain. We can work for the Lord knowing 
He has given us victory against sin and death (v. 57b). We may not see the fruit of our efforts. We 
may even suffer at times in this world as we do the Lord’s work. But none of it is ever in vain! Death 
has been defeated (v. 54-55). What can the world do to us?! More than that, our victory in the Lord 
(though it may not be recognizable by the world’s standards) is guaranteed because Jesus has 
already defeated death and promised us life with Him!

The California Mission Offering is a means of helping with the Lord’s work throughout our state. By 
giving as we are able, we expand what we are doing for the Lord beyond what we are physically 
doing ourselves. Instead, we become part of the Body of Christ that is reaching out to the entire 
state. Trusting in the victory guaranteed through Christ, we can give a dollar and trust in 
its effectiveness as much as if we had given $1,000.

Videos:
Watch the videos provided.

These videos are samples of the difference CMO has made in the past.

Small Group Activity:
Break the students up into small groups to discuss the message and the 
videos. 

• When have you experienced a time when you had to be steadfast and 
immovable in your faith? What was going on? How did you respond?

• What are you are doing in your life that requires faith? How are you 
stepping up?

• What actions can you and other students do to make a difference in California 
missions this coming year?

• What can you give up in order to step up with CMO this year? Starbucks? A movie? A 
trip with friends?
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• As a group, what goal can you set for giving to CMO? 

• How can you continue to step up beyond this month of focus on CMO? How can you step up 
daily to continue to grow and deepen your faith?

Assign each small group one of the ministries discussed in the videos to specifically pray for. End by 
praying that the students would step up and give themselves fully to the Lord’s work, and for CMO.

(Sara Gutiérrez is a teacher and student leader in Southern California.)


