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CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

SMALL CHURCH INITIATIVE TEAM 

18 MARCH, 2020 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE INFORMATION FOR SMALLER CHURCHES 

The following is a list of potential options your church and members can utilize to gain a 

better understanding of how to stay connected during this situation.  

Some of these items are volatile, in that the ever-changing nature of the virus is opening 

new resources to the public in response.  

The CSBC/SCIT will update any, or all, of these items as new resources emerge. 

For now, hear PSALM 93 (NASB) 

1 The Lord reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The Lord has clothed and girded Himself with 

strength; Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved. 

2 Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. 

3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, The floods have lifted up their voice,  

The floods lift up their pounding waves. 

4 More than the sounds of many waters, Than the mighty breakers of the sea,  

The Lord on high is mighty. 

5 Your testimonies are fully confirmed; Holiness befits Your house,  

O Lord, forevermore. 

 

CSBC/SCIT ASSUMES NO LIABILITY AS TO USING ANY OF THE LISTED SUGGESTIONS. 

EACH OF THE LINKS WERE ACTIVE AS OF 03/18/2020 
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HELPFUL, OR INFORMATIVE WEBSITES: 

   

  https://freeonlinechurch.com/ 

 Free Live Stream Hosting (Active 03/20/2020) 

  https://blog.capterra.com/a-beginners-guide-to-church-live-streaming/ 

This is very good beginners tutorial that gives many No-Cost options for you to use to 

stream your Worship 

https://factsandtrends.net/2020/03/17/3-ways-facebook-groups-can-bridge-

the-social-distancing-gap-in-churches/?ecid=PDM204584&bid=642848046 

 Using Facebook Live might be a temporary solution to worship 

https://smartphones.gadgethacks.com/news/youtube-101-live-stream-from-

your-phone-0178734/ 

Instead of trying to purchase a camera and microphone, an alternative could be 

right in your hand already. 

  https://gizmodo.com/how-to-livestream-from-a-smartphone-1827712240 

 Good step-by-step article 

 

 

https://freeonlinechurch.com/
https://blog.capterra.com/a-beginners-guide-to-church-live-streaming/
https://factsandtrends.net/2020/03/17/3-ways-facebook-groups-can-bridge-the-social-distancing-gap-in-churches/?ecid=PDM204584&bid=642848046
https://factsandtrends.net/2020/03/17/3-ways-facebook-groups-can-bridge-the-social-distancing-gap-in-churches/?ecid=PDM204584&bid=642848046
https://smartphones.gadgethacks.com/news/youtube-101-live-stream-from-your-phone-0178734/
https://smartphones.gadgethacks.com/news/youtube-101-live-stream-from-your-phone-0178734/
https://gizmodo.com/how-to-livestream-from-a-smartphone-1827712240
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  https://lifewaygenerosity.com/ 

 LifeWay offers an online giving portal to churches, for them to use, free of charge 

 https://outreach.com/blog/best-church-online-giving-platforms/ 

 Outreach has listed some of the more reliable and low-cost options 

  https://pushpay.com/blog/church-online-giving/ 

NOT advocating PUSHPAY, but their article answers some of the reasons to set up 

online giving 
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https://outreach.com/blog/best-church-online-giving-platforms/
https://pushpay.com/blog/church-online-giving/
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  https://ministrygrid.com/coronavirus 

 Ministry Grid offers online training with fees waived to participate 

https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2020/03/18/23-biblical-counseling-

resources-on-anxiety-fear-panic-attacks-and-worry/ 

 Online article regarding resources for anxiety, worry,…etc 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594

740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6 

A Live Map of the Spread of the Virus 

  www.Facebook.com 

  www.Twitter.com 

 

 

 

   

https://ministrygrid.com/coronavirus
https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2020/03/18/23-biblical-counseling-resources-on-anxiety-fear-panic-attacks-and-worry/
https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2020/03/18/23-biblical-counseling-resources-on-anxiety-fear-panic-attacks-and-worry/
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
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FROM FACTS and TRENDS: 

Aaron Earls - March 18, 2020 Leave a Comment 

As churches face potentially significant time without in-person gathering, many are 

thinking through unusual and creative ways to encourage each other and their 

community. 

Here are some ideas that may be useful for your congregation. 

1. STREAM SERVICES ONLINE 

While 41% of Protestant churches have not regularly made this part of their practice, now 

may be the time to start. 

Pastors can use low-cost and even free means like Facebook Live to broadcast weekly 

sermons to a dispersed congregation. 

2. GATHER SAFELY IN SMALLER GROUPS 

Currently, the federal government is recommending not gathering with groups of 10 or 

more. Perhaps some of your healthy members can gather in smaller numbers, while 

taking all the needed social distancing precautions. 

3. DEVELOP VIRTUAL GROUPS 

For many congregations, it may not be wise to gather physically with any sized group. In 

those situations, churches should seek to “gather” online through social media or other 

platforms. 

Facebook has invested heavily in their groups channel and churches may be able to 

benefit from it. 
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4. OFFER FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP PLANS 

Encourage parents to use this opportunity to take the lead in the spiritual discipleship of 

their children. 

On Sundays, LifeWay Kids is offering free resources for parents and caregivers to help walk 

children through a small group lesson. 

Churches could also send parents a daily email with a Bible reading, devotional thought, 

prayer, and activity. 

This not only helps kids grow spiritually, but also offers frazzled parents some additional 

ideas to occupy homebound kids and facilitates family discipleship. 

5. POST HOW-TO VIDEOS 

Do you have people in your congregation who are skilled bakers, talented musicians, or 

great artists? Have them create how-to videos and post them on YouTube. 

Kids and others stuck at home can watch and learn from your church members. This will 

provide great quarantine content for families, but can also provide your church member 

with a gospel platform in the future. 

6. PARTNER ELDERLY MEMBERS WITH YOUNGER MEMBERS 

Older members and others who have weakened immune systems may rightly be worried 

about making a run to the grocery store or pharmacy for needed supplies. 

Gather a list of all those in your congregation in this situation and assign younger and 

healthier members to contact those individuals and provide whatever they may need. 

It may be store runs or just someone to listen and provide companionship. 
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7. HOST DISTANCE PRAYER MEETINGS 

Just because your church can’t gather to pray doesn’t mean they can’t share requests and 

pray for one another. 

Share an email with churchwide prayer requests and set a certain time each week to pray 

as a church family. 

If you have the capabilities, have members join a prayer conference phone call or video 

chat. It may be good to hear voices or see faces. 

8. PROVIDE DRIVE-IN OR DRIVE-THRU CHURCH SERVICES 

Some churches are providing communion drive-through for members, and one church in 

Washington state offer a drive-in church. 

People could remain in their cars and listen on the radio while church leaders offered 

worship songs and a sermon from the church building’s rooftop. 

9. ORGANIZE SERVICE DAYS 

What are some projects people in your church can do in small groups that would speak 

volumes to your community? 

Many parks and playgrounds are closed. Maybe a family can offer to pick up trash and 

clean the equipment. 

Could you have people volunteer with organizations like Meals on Wheels or those seeking 

to feed hungry children out of school? 
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10. CREATE ONLINE BOOK CLUBS 

Now is an opportunity to dust off those books that have been sitting on your shelf and 

finally read them. Or better yet, find a book for your congregation to read together or for 

small groups to read together. 

Use collaborative tools like Facebook Groups, Zoom, or Google Hangouts to 

videoconference and discuss the book in sections. 

11. HOST STRANDED COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Many colleges all over the country have suspended on-campus classes indefinitely; some 

for the remainder of the semester. 

This means there are some students—particularly international students—who might not 

be able to travel home to finish their semester online. 

If your church is near one of these colleges, consider contacting the administrative office of 

the school to see if there are ways to help with displaced students. 

12. INVITE NEIGHBORS TO ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES 

Keeping in mind the government’s recommendation to meet in groups of 10 or smaller, 

encourage your church members to invite their neighbors over for online church services 

and breakfast, brunch or lunch. 

This is a great way for people to be salt and light in their communities while also building 

friendships with their neighbors. 

13. PARTNER WITH OTHER CHURCHES 

You may not be able to gather as a church family, but you may be able to partner with 

other local churches to reach people. 

Some churches with experience in livestreaming and posting sermons online are helping 

churches who don’t feel comfortable attempting that at their church. 
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What other ways can the churches in your community can work together to display unity 

and show the love of Christ to watching world? 

Do you have any other creative ideas for churches during the coronavirus quarantines? 

AARON EARLS (@WardrobeDoor) is online editor for Facts & Trends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


