




DYING TO GROW
Why, What & How to Reclaim the Heart for Evangelism in the Church



“Never be content with your current grasp of the gospel. 
The gospel is the life-permeating, world-altering, 
universe-changing truth. It has more facets than a 
diamond. It's depths man will never exhaust.”

-C.J. Mahaney



WHY?



1. GOD IS                     THE                 TO US

Current CA population= 39,691,194 
4.7% increase in next 5 years 
That puts CA at 41,574,271 in next 5 years 
37.1 % Anglo, 39.3% Hispanic/Latino 
11.9 % is the rate that Asian population will grow by 2022 
80.7% of CA in 5 years will be age 56 and under 
26.7% will be Generation Z (2002-present) 
27.4 % will be Millennials (1982-2001) 
26.6% will be Survivors (1961-1981) 
15.3% will be Boomers (1943-1960) 
4% will be Silents (1925-1942) 
54 % of CA population in 5 years will be 35 years and under

BRINGING         WORLD



2. LOSTNESS IS RAPIDLY INCREASING

“The Christian call to evangelism is not simply a call to 
persuade people to make decisions, but rather to 
proclaim to them the good news of salvation in Christ, to 
call them to repentance, and to give God the glory for 
regeneration and conversion. We do not fail in our 
evangelism if we faithfully tell the gospel to someone 
who is not subsequently converted; we fail only if we do 
not faithfully tell the gospel at all.” 

~Mark Dever



3. CHURCHES ARE                                      QUICKLY  DYING

“Not called!' did you say?  'Not heard the call,' I think you should say.  Put 
your ear down to the Bible, and hear Him bid you go and pull sinners out of 
the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the burdened, agonized heart of 
humanity, and listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go stand by the gates of hell, 
and hear the damned entreat you to go to their father's house and bid their 
brothers and sisters and servants and masters not to come there. Then look 
Christ in the face — whose mercy you have professed to obey — and tell Him 
whether you will join heart and soul and body and circumstances in the 
march to publish His mercy to the world.” 

-William Booth



1.  GOD IS BRINGING THE WORLD TO US 

2.  LOSTNESS  IS  RAPIDLY    INCREASING  

3.  CHURCHES ARE QUICKLY DYING 

4. THERE HAS              BEEN A                                   NEVER               BETTER  TIME



WHAT?



WHAT?

1. Realistic                    
2. Purified                         Expectations

Diagnosis

“Are we trying to be the best church 
in the city or for the city?” 

-Ike Reighard



1. Realistic Diagnosis 
2. Purified Expectations 
3. Bold Vision           
4. Burdened Heart
5. Focused Effort

WHAT?



HOW?



“Without love even the most radical devotion to God is of no value to Him. 
Let me make sure that sinks in… You can gain all the spiritual gifts in the 
world. You can take the most radical steps of obedience. You can share every 
meal with the homeless in your city. You can memorize the book of 
Leviticus. You can pray each morning for four hours like Martin Luther. But 
if what you do does not flow out of a heart of love - a heart that does those 
things because it genuinely desires to do them - it is ultimately worthless to 
God.”  

- J.D. Greear 
Gospel: Recovering the Power 

that Made Christianity Revolutionary

1.  TRANSFORMED ______

A. SPIRITUAL SENSITIVITY

MINDSET



1.  TRANSFORMED MINDSET

1. Spiritual Sensitivity
2. Awareness of His Culture



1.  TRANSFORMED MINDSET

A.  Spiritual Sensitivity 
B.  Awareness of His Culture
C.   Brokenness for this Community

“The fact is, brethren, we must have conversion work here. We cannot go on as 
some churches do without converts. We cannot, we will not, we must not, we 
dare not. Souls must be converted here, and if there be not many born to Christ, 
may the Lord grant to me that I may sleep in the tomb and be heard no more. 
Better indeed for us to die than to live, if souls be not saved. 

- Spurgeon

If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our dead bodies. And if 
they perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring 
them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, 
and let not one go unwarned and unprayed for.” 

- Spurgeon 



2.  INTENTIONAL MISSION 

A. HE GOES

B. HE GOES WHERE THEY ARE

THE                 1 0 5
“We often forget the reality of Hell because we refuse to be around those who are headed 
there!!!” 

-Nathan Lorick

“We email, Facebook, tweet and get with people who are going to spend eternity in either 
heaven or hell. Our lives are too short to waste on mere temporal conversations when massive 
eternal realities hang in the balance.  Just as you and I have no guarantee that we will live 
through the day, the people around us are not guaranteed tomorrow either. So let’s be 
intentional about sewing the threads of the gospel into the fabric of our conversations every 
day, knowing that it will not always be easy, yet believing that eternity will always be worth 
it.” 

-David Platt

“Being on mission is not always about going to a specific place - it’s about being intentional 
where you are.  That’s investment. and investment is always intentional. It’s a lifestyle 
choice.” 

-Dustin Willis, Life on Mission: Joining the Everyday Mission of God



2.  INTENTIONAL ______ 

A. HE GOES

MISSION

B. HE GOES WHERE THEY ARE

THE                1 0 5
C.  HE GOES WHERE THEY ARE 

 WITH THE INTENTION TO SHARE THE GOSPEL



3.  SIMPLE METHOD

D. CONTEXTUALIZED
C. COMPELLING

A. SIMPLE

“When we combine our natural rhythms or passions with the 
gospel and use them to build relationships, powerful things can 
happen. Our passions or placement (where we live, where we go) 
can help us identify opportunities for sharing the gospel.” 

-Dustin Willis, Life on Mission: Joining the Everyday Mission of God  

B. CONCISE

“Each generation of the church in each setting has the responsibility 
of communicating the gospel in understandable terms, considering 
the language and thought-forms of that setting.”  

-Francis A. Schaeffer



4.  NATURAL MULTIPLICATION

“If we're going to impact our world in the name of Jesus, it 
will be because people like you and me took action in the 
power of the Spirit. Ever since the mission and ministry of 
Jesus, God has never stopped calling for a movement of 
"Little Jesuses" to follow him into the world and unleash 
the remarkable redemptive genius that lies in the very 
message we carry.” 

- Alan Hirsch



HOW?    

1. TRANSFORMED MINDSET 

2. INTENTIONAL MISSION 

        THE 105 

3. SIMPLE METHOD 

4. NATURAL MULTIPLICATION

   5.  GOD MOVEMENT
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