
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Have you visited Chicago? People who have been there are impressed 
with the excellent pizza and the ethnic foods in local cafés and 
restaurants. Ethnic foods are possible because people from other lands 
have settled there.

Today we’re going to pray for Bryan and Marci Coble who are planting 
a new church called Sow Chicago Community Church on the northwest 
side of Chicago. The three biggest ethnic groups around their church are 
Hispanics, people from Serbia — once part of Yugoslavia — and Poland.

What a mix, huh?

Sadly, most people in northwest Chicago have one big thing in common 
— they are lost. Only about two percent of the people attend Bible-
based churches.

To meet people, Bryan and Marci have been helping in local schools, 
working with community councils and holding block parties. Slowly, they 
have begun to be accepted as locals, just like the many other newcomers.

Our church is supporting their ministry in Chicago because God wants 
us to send missionaries, partner with Him and be His ambassadors 
in telling the story of Jesus. Our support is through our Cooperative 
Program giving, of course.

Let’s pray that Bryan and Marci can lead their church to reach many 
for Christ.

February 2, 2020 Coordinates with Resources: 2A
Missionary Highlight
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THAILAND

Today in our prayer time we are going to focus on northern Thailand. 

That’s where the Khon Muang people live. Our church has helped 
send our missionaries, Quintin and Kim Ratliff, to reach those 
people for Christ.

So far, there are only a very few Christians among the Khon Muang 
people: 98 percent of them are Buddhist.

Quintin and Kim have been visiting a village where there was just 
one believer, a grandmother they call Mama Glass. They have been 
holding Bible studies in her home and so far, two young people 
have come to faith in Christ.

Last Christmas, Mama Glass played Christian music loud enough 
for other villagers to hear. The Khon Muang people love music 
and they listened. She could tell they were touched by the songs 
about Jesus.

We are supporting Quintin and Kim and their ministry in Thailand 
through our church’s Cooperative Program giving. 

Let’s pray now that the Lord will keep them safe and bless their 
work with many new believers. Let’s pray that they find many 
strong believers like Mama Glass who will reach people for Christ.
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DARTMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS

Our prayer time today will focus on Massachusetts.

Our missionaries Chad and Jodi Hartis left their native North Carolina and 
moved to Dartmouth, Massachusetts, after they learned disturbing facts 
about Massachusetts and New England in general.

Although the early church was strong in New England, that history is long 
gone. These days only about 1 percent of the people in Massachusetts are 
part of an evangelical church. 

A high percentage of the city’s 35,000 people have present or past ties to 
Roman Catholicism. Many people from Portugal have settled here. 

New churches are needed here and throughout New England.

In 2015 Chad and Jodi planted South Coast Church. They meet just north 
of the Dartmouth campus of the University of Massachusetts.

They are getting to know people to share the gospel. They also teach the Bible. 

One Catholic grandmother was impressed that her grandchild learned Bible 
verses. Now four generations of that family are involved in Bible study at 
the church. Home groups help reach people in many communities.

Our church supports missionaries like Chad and Jodi in Massachusetts and 
across New England. We manage that through our Cooperative Program 
giving.

Let’s pray now for Chad and Jodi.
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SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Today in our prayer time we will pray for two missionaries who 
have served 15 years in East Asia. We’ll call them Jeremiah and 
Joy Farmer. Even here, we won’t use their real names because 
they face threats every day where they serve. Our church supports 
them through our Cooperative Program giving.

When the Farmers were called to East Asia, the population was 
650 million people — and 80 percent of them had never heard of 
Jesus. It was an overwhelming challenge!. How could they reach 
so many? To prepare, Jeremiah attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. That’s our school in Fort Worth, Texas. 
It’s one of six seminaries our church supports, again through our 
Cooperative Program. 

Now let’s count the miracles God sent!! Over the last 15 years, 
Jeremiah and Joy have seen more than 700 churches planted; 
two and a half million people have heard the gospel and 45,000 
lost people have come to faith in Christ! More than 2,500 leaders 
have been trained. 

All this has happened in a region that’s hostile to Christianity! 
Now, let’s thank God for these missionaries — and our school 
that helped them prepare to serve. Let’s ask for more missionaries 
to go help!

February 23, 2020 Coordinates with Resources: 2D
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