
	

	

DEVOTION: July 2 
_________________________________________________ 
 

The Place of Prayer in Stewardship 
DR. CLARENCE E. HACKETT	

	
Independence Day 
 
As you begin your Bible study, begin with prayer. Prayer is communication with God. 
 
Allowing God in prayer to shape your decisions is foundational to your practice of 
personal Christian stewardship. Christians often assume the importance of prayer but 
often neglect the art of prayer itself.  
 

Philippians 4:6-7: “Do not be anxious about anything but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 
The peace of God in your heart is the result of Christ being the Savior and Lord in your 
life. Luke 15:11-32 is the story of the Prodigal Son who was seeking to find peace in his 
own life. The Bible says that he requested his portion of the inheritance. He then took a 
trip to a far country and wasted his resources.  
 
When he came to himself he arose and went back home to his father and was forgiven 
and welcomed back to the family. The Prodigal Son experienced peace with God, 
himself, and his family. 
 
In order to understand the place of prayer in stewardship you must first understand the 
meaning of stewardship. Stewardship is managing for God all that He has entrusted to 
us. 
 
Relating to God as owner is a change in relationships. Change can come, but it will 
result from a new attitude, a new commitment, and a lot of willingness and determination 
on the part of an individual or family. 
 
THIS KIND OF CHANGE COMES ONLY THROUGH PRAYER and will never take 
place until there is an awareness of need. 
 
IN MANY CASES YOU MAY DISCOVER FLAWS IN YOUR STYLE OF LIVING…THIS 
IS THE TIME TO RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED TO CALL ON GOD THROUGH PRAYER 
FOR THE FOLLOWING CHANGES…  
 
PRAY AND SEEK THE HOLY SPIRIT’S LEADERSHIP TO ANSWER THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

• Where are we now in our practice of stewardship? 
• Do we understand what God wants from us as faithful stewards? 
• How do we work to overcome the negatives? Our feeling of self-protectiveness?           

Our objections? 
• Where do we begin? 



• How do we build on the beginning? 
• Where do we get support? 
• How do we develop the faith necessary to accomplish our resolves? 

 
Once you have answered these questions, determine in your own mind or as a family 
what direction you must take for your stewardship lifestyle to be more pleasing to God. 
Some athletes say they want to be a player for a major college football team. But it takes 
ATTITUDE, DETERMINATION and COMMITMENT to be a player at the college level. 
The same is true in the practice of faithful stewardship. 
 
A Stewardship Prayer: Col. C.C. (Christopher Columbus) Slaughter, an early Texas 
cattleman, a banker and devout Baptist, who was a benefactor of Baylor Hospital in 
Dallas, said toward the end of his life, “I have prayed the Master to endow me with a 
hand to get and a heart to give.” 
             
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
Philippians 4:6-7; Luke 15:11-32	



	

	

DEVOTION: July 9 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Bugs Ate My Money! 
A TRUE STORY	

	
A bank in Barabanki, India, had stored millions of rupees in a currency chest. The paper 
rupee bills are the money used in India, of course. 
 
When bank workers opened the chest in April 2011, they were horrified to find that most 
of the paper rupees had been reduced to dust by termites! The bank manager 
acknowledged that the bank had been struggling with an enormous termite problem. 
 
It was estimated that the lost cash could be worth the equivalent of more than U.S. $9 
million, based on how much cash is typically stored in such currency chests. 
 
While this is a sad story for whoever owned the cash, it illustrates perfectly what Jesus 
warned about in Matthew 6:19-21.  
 
In this passage, He warned His followers not to store up treasures on Earth, “where 
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
When we Christians give to our churches, and when our churches and we support 
missions, whether across the street or state, across the country or around the world, we 
truly invest in efforts with eternal results. 
 
For Southern Baptists, our Cooperative Program remains one of the best methods ever 
devised for storing up treasures in Heaven. It’s termite-proof! 
             
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
Matthew 6:19-21	



	

	

DEVOTION: July 16 
_________________________________________________ 
 

A Transmission’s Function and Stewardship 
DAVID WAGANER	

	
Our daughter’s car recently had some unusual sounds coming from under the hood 
when she attempted to drive faster than 40 MPH. I offered to drive it and give her my 
opinion.  
 
Not only did I hear the sounds, but I also could tell that her automatic transmission would 
not shift into overdrive. 
 
Most dads out there can guess what happened next: I was blessed with the opportunity 
of finding a transmission shop to take it for an evaluation. And most car aficionados 
could guess the trouble: The transmission needed to be totally overhauled or replaced. 
 
This transmission difficulty is like a modern-day parable. Sometimes there are unusual 
sounds transmitted from our lives that signal a failure to shift to overdrive in service to 
the Lord. Have you ever wondered why the emerging generations are failing to be 
committed stewards, even though in many cases they are coming out of families where 
their parents are committed stewards? 
 
Gregory Bateson, in “Mind and Matter,” states, “In the transmission of human culture, 
people always attempt to replicate, to pass on to the next generation the skills and 
values of the parents, but the attempt always fails because cultural transmission is 
geared to learning, not DNA.”  
 
Bateson’s comments here give tremendous insight into the challenge the church faces in 
discipling members to become faithful stewards. To do so, we must not assume the 
discipline will emerge from one’s DNA. 
 
Think for a moment about what is done to help members grow in their understanding as 
disciples regarding stewardship. How long has it been since you studied a stewardship 
lesson or heard a sermon on stewardship?  
 
Every congregation needs to put stewardship development plans on the calendar, or in 
time there might not be a church to attend. Will you be such a force for your church? 



	

	

DEVOTION: July 23 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Miracles Happen When People Care 
DR. CLARENCE E. HACKETT	

	
On July 24, 2002, a special news report informed us of a mine accident in Somerset, PA. 
Nine coal miners were trapped at a depth of 240 feet and cold water was quickly filling 
the mine shaft. The situation of the miners was a crisis that required immediate action. 
 
The response to this crisis was overwhelming. Other miners volunteered to assist in the 
rescue. Funds were given immediately, along with diesel fuel and appropriate 
equipment. 
 
The rescue plan involved drilling a small hole in the shaft to allow fresh air to reach the 
miners. Pumps were installed to control the water level in the mine. Consequently, a 
large shaft was drilled in an attempt to reach the nine miners. 
 
Setbacks occurred but the rescue effort continued. All the time, energy, prayers and 
hard work were dramatically rewarded when they finally reached the miners and 
discovered all nine miners alive. The families rejoiced and the workers were 
overwhelmed with tears of joy and happiness. A miracle had taken place and most 
Americans witnessed an unbelievable rescue. 
 
God is still in the spiritual work of miracles. We all know people who are lost, trapped in 
sin and helpless without a rescue from the Master. Unless you and I care and share 
God’s love with people, our neighbors and friends are going to perish (John 3:16). 
 
Dedicate yourself today to pray and reach people with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Experience the Miracle of Expansion as you witness God’s miraculous power and His 
plan for you. Worship and serve an awesome Heavenly Father as you sacrificially give 
your time and resources with a generous heart. 
             
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
John 3:16 



	

	

DEVOTION: July 30 
_________________________________________________ 
 

They Gave Too Much! 
“The people are bringing more than enough…”	

	
Exodus 35 and 36 tell us how Moses led the Israelites to build the Tabernacle, the 
portable tent temple that symbolized God’s presence with His people. 
 
The people contributed the treasures they had brought from Egypt. 
 
“Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved him came and 
brought the Lord’s contribution,” and indeed, “all whose hearts moved them, both men 
and women, came and brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and bracelets, all 
articles of gold,” it says in Exodus 35:21-22. 
 
Similarly, each Christian today must give as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly 
or under compulsion, according to 2 Corinthians 9:7. 
 
Note that the Israelites contributed so much that Moses had to tell them to stop, 
according to Exodus 36:6! 
 
When was the last time your heart was so stirred that you cheerfully gave a significant 
gift to your church? 
 
When was the last time members of your church were told to stop giving, because 
enough had been received for ministry and missions? 
             
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
Exodus 35 and 36 


