
	
	

	

DEVOTION: September 3 
_________________________________________________ 
 

How to Stay Focused in Life 
DAVID WAGANER	

	
LABOR DAY 
 
Have you ever stayed up past your normal bedtime to watch your favorite college 
basketball team play on television?  
 
Your team is playing so well that they hold a commanding lead with only seven or eight 
minutes in the game but they begin to play the game in an autopilot mode.  
 
What appeared to be an insurmountable lead begins to deteriorate right before your 
eyes. The opposing team drains a three-pointer at the buzzer to tie the score and send 
the game into overtime. You would love to go to bed with the assurance of victory, but 
something inside of you just doesn’t seem right about how the game will end. 
 
A lack of focus seems to blur not only basketball teams but also any one of us. 
Sometimes, we seem to hit the cruise control of our lives.  
 
As stewards/managers, we are on dangerous footing when we start coasting with life 
choices. Decisions that we make without careful planning and an acknowledgement of 
God as owner of our lives results in losses instead of victories. Blurred or obstructed 
vision in our lives can result in us living life as if we own it all instead of as managers 
entrusted to the care of the events we experience in life. 
 
Join me as a fellow manager of the things the good Lord places in our lives. 



	
	

	

DEVOTION: September 10 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Ground Zero 
DR. CLARENCE E. HACKETT	

	
A miracle took place at St. Paul’s Chapel, built in 1766, one block from the World Trade 
Towers. The chapel is the oldest church in Manhattan and began ministering as a place 
of rest, food and health care after the terrorist attack on the World Trade Towers.  
 
Although dozens of buildings were destroyed, there was not a broken window in St. 
Paul’s Chapel. It became known as the “Little Chapel That Stood.” What an astounding 
miracle! 
 
The chapel was apparently spared to care for those who were injured, wounded, and 
also the “finest and bravest” of New York City. George Washington prayed there after 
the first inauguration. Many shocked believers prayed in St. Paul’s Chapel to gather their 
thoughts and affirm their faith in God.  
 
God is indeed a God of miracles. For with God nothing shall be impossible (Luke 1:37). 
Nothing is impossible, so anything is possible with God. God shows up in remarkable 
ways. These divine appointments reveal God’s power. He gets all the glory!  
 
Praise God that He continues to make the impossible possible! With God’s power and 
blessings, you can tithe! With God’s grace and gratitude, you can become a generous 
giver of your time, spiritual gifts, and financial resources. 



	
	

	

DEVOTION: September 17 
_________________________________________________ 
 

How to Keep from Fumbling the Ball 
DAVID WAGANER	

	
Many of us have a “fumble story” in our past! Either we have fumbled the ball, witnessed 
someone else fumbling the ball or experienced a ballgame completely turned around 
due to an untimely fumble. 
 
Fumbles occur due to carelessness.  
 
It is disheartening for coaches and players when fumbles occur. The hours spent in 
practice to avoid game time fumbles must at times seem a total waste of time. 
Quarterback coaches work with quarterbacks on fundamental drills to avoid fumbles on 
the exchange with running backs. Running back coaches run through rigid drills in 
practice, making sure the players understand several important things, such as: 
 

• Receiving the ball from the quarterback before running, 
• Holding the ball securely while running with it, and 
• Making sure to hold the ball even more securely while attempting to get those 

final few inches before going down. 
 
Once a player gets labeled for being excessive with fumbles, he will spend an enormous 
time on the sideline. There are many players with tremendous ability but due to fumbles, 
never even see the playing field for game day! 
 
Stewards can also fumble the ball spiritually! According to Scripture, God owns it all but 
chooses to entrust mankind with what He allows to flow into our hands. The majority of 
Christ’s parables provide clear teachings on stewardship. Often through the poor 
handling of what He places in our hands, we fumble it due to poor stewardship practices. 
Such practices include: 
 

• A failure to live as stewards by returning the tithe to God, 
• A failure to practice the truth — it is far more blessed to give than to receive, and 
• A failure to spend time in the spiritual game room of prayer, Bible study and 

practicing the disciplines of the faith. 



	

	

DEVOTION: September 24 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Water from Another Time 
DAVID WAGANER	

	
Visualize an old rusty water pump from earlier times. Use your creative juices to think of 
all the water that comes as a result of priming the pump. Do you realize that water from 
an earlier time is necessary to prime a pump for fresh and cool water? 
 
Recently, I came across lyrics to a sing, “Water from another time.” The words to the 
chorus state: “It don’t take much, but you gotta have some. The old ways help the new 
ways come. Just leave a little extra for the next in line. They’re gonna need a little water 
from another time.” 
 
What a great reminder of what faithful stewardship is all about. We are beneficiaries 
today from a long line of stewards who have left “a little water from another time.” How 
are you doing at leaving your stewardship watermarks in the bucket for others coming 
after you? 
 
The last verse of the song states: “Newborn cry in the morning air/The past and the 
future are wedded there/In this wellspring of my sons and daughters/The bone and blood 
of living water/ And, though Grandpa’s hands have gone to dust, like Grandma’s pump, 
reduced to rust/Their stories quench my soul and mind/Like water from another time.” 
 
Be a faithful steward today.  
 
Allow the water you pump up to impact the world’s lostness with the joy you have found 
in Christ. For He is the steam of LIVING WATER! (JOHN 4:7-38) 
             
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
John 4:7-38 




