
Peace Corps DeCal Spring 2017 
Facilitators: Jesi Liu, Lyn Stoler, Natalie Obaldia | Location TBA 

Faculty Sponsor: Sarah Reynolds 
  

Course Objective: 
Through the Berkeley Peace Corps DeCal, students will learn about the Peace Corps experience as well as 
the projects involved in the Peace Corps. In a series of lectures and Returned Peace Corps Volunteer 
presentations, students will see that there are some general trends among the experiences of each Peace 
Corps member and also observe the unique differences. 
  
We hope to gather a group of people with a common interest of serving others for the well-being of the 
community in which we live. This DeCal is especially beneficial for people who are planning to apply to 
the Peace Corps. We will hold Returned Peace Corps Volunteer panels and presentations, so we can learn 
the Peace Corps service projects abroad and the necessary skills for service. Even if you do not intend to 
apply to the Peace Corps, this course can be relevant to you, as it focuses on factors key to public service, 
including: cross-cultural competence, geographical knowledge, and communication skills. If you are 
passionate about public service and cross-cultural understanding, this is the course for you! 
At the beginning of each class, the students will participate in a geographic and demographic trivia game. 
This game gives the students a chance to not only bond with each other but also learn about that day’s 
speaker and his or her country of service. After the trivia game, they can break up into small groups and 
discuss their thoughts about the past week’s speaker and his or her experience. This way, they can share 
their thoughts and receive feedback about their reflection papers from their peers. The students can talk 
about their critiques of the Peace Corps organization, their feelings about the speaker’s experience, their 
thoughts and questions about the geography and culture, and parts about the speaker’s presentation that 
surprised them. 
  
This course is a great curriculum for anyone interested in community development, foreign affairs, 
international travel, developing economies, ESL teaching, computer skills training, health care 
development, hygiene education, agriculture & environmental studies, youth development, business 
development, microfinance, economic development, public service, public policy, sustainability, 
entrepreneurship, and leadership development. 
  
Attendance Policy: 
There are weekly classes on Tuesdays that students should attend regularly. A student is allowed to have 
two excused absences. If a student misses a class and is unable to write a reflection paper for that week’s 
presentation, the absence and missed reflection paper for the same week constitutes as one absence. 
Because of the University of California mandated time requirement, any additional absences must be 
made up either through public service event participation or additional writing assignments. 
  

Weekly Written Assignments: bCourse Submissions 
Students will write a weekly journal entry (12 font size; single spaced; minimum of one page) about what 
they learn from the weekly presentation/discussion. As with absences, two missing weekly assignments 



are allotted throughout the semester without penalty. These papers are due by 6:00 PM the following 
Tuesday (before the following class starts) via e-mail. 
These assignments will be graded on a pass/fail basis. In terms of quality, the papers should be more 
analytical as opposed to just a summary of what the presenter stated. Here are some ideas a student may 
write about: 
- What in particular was significant about the presentation(s) this week? How they differ from each other 
and from the presentations of the past? (In discussing this, please be specific. Note the geographical, 
cultural, work and other differences among the presenters.) 
- Can you draw parallels between your life experiences and the experiences of the presenter? 
- Try conveying emotions and reactions in this paper while answering why and how questions as opposed 
to what/where/when questions. 
- Students may also write about their experience in that month’s public service event. 
Late, missed or unsatisfactory assignments may be substituted with a participation in a public service 
project per missed/late assignment. Each case is individual so please speak to the facilitator beforehand. 
  
Weekly Readings 
Students will be assigned course readings with contents pertaining to the next speaker’s geographical 
location in order to gain an understanding of culture and whereabouts before the presentation. Readings 
on nonfiction and fiction written by current and Returned Peace Corps volunteers will also be assigned to 
engage students in deeper analytical thinking on volunteering. Additional readings on tolerance, 
cross-cultural competence, activism, and social issues will also be assigned to provide a general 
understanding of Peace Corp values and their integration into diverse forms of service and scholarship. 
  
The readings will require no more than one hour of attention per week. A short survey will accompany the 
readings, containing two questions, the student will be required to choose ONE question to which he or 
she responds. The responses are expected to be short and demonstrate completion of the weekly reading. 
Surveys will be sent out at the beginning of the week (Tuesday/Wednesday)  and will be due by class time 
the following week. 
 
Final Written Assignment: 
A final written assignment will be required. Students will be expected to write a cover letter that could be 
used to apply to be a Peace Corps Volunteer or for another foreign service position. Format and general 
content of the cover letter will be covered in lecture, but the details and style are variable based on the 
student. The goal of this assignment is to get students started on the path toward becoming a volunteer, 
with the Peace Corps or otherwise. A second option for students is to write a letter to their local congress 
representative pushing for better health care in the Peace Corps. 
 
(OPTIONAL: if enrolled as 2 units) Community Service: 
There is a public service/integration of culture participation requirement. Each student must complete 30 
hours by the end of the semester. Events include tutoring at local high schools, middle schools and 
elementary schools, volunteering at homeless shelters, soup kitchens, community Peace Corps events, 
fundraising functions and various scheduled community services in the near vicinity. 
  



 
 
Determination of Grade: 
All assignment grades will be posted on the bcourses site. To pass the class, the student needs to have two 
or fewer class absences, which includes submission of satisfactory weekly reflection papers. Additionally, 
students will be expected to write a thoughtful but brief (3-5 sentence) response to one of the two 
questions by class time the following week. These will be graded for completion as well as on 
demonstrated understanding of the readings. The student also needs to fulfill the volunteering/culture 
integration requirement.  
  
Instructor Supervision: 
The instructor, Sarah Reynolds, is a Lecturer in the International and Area Studies department. She will 
stay in touch by email, monitor the bcourses site, and visit and present in class. She can be reached at 
sar48@berkeley.edu.  
 
Student Facilitators:  
Jesi Liu is a junior studying Rhetoric and Gender and Women’s Studies. She is a Michigan native who 
enjoys exploring California through hiking and camping. She is an avid lover of dogs and ice cream, and 
can be contacted at liujj@berkeley.edu.  
  
Lyn Stoler is a junior studying Public Health with a minor in Global Poverty & Practice. She is from Seal 
Beach, California and is an active member of Cal Tri. Lyn is a triathlete who loves local, organic, 
sustainable farming practices and can peel a pomegranate in less than 30 seconds. She can be contacted at 
lynstoler@berkeley.edu  
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