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Welcome to Issues: Berkeley Medical Journal (MCB 198), a student-run medical journal at the University of 

California, Berkeley that explores current biomedical, political, and ethical facets of the medical health field. This 

two-unit (P/NP) course is designed to supplement the education of journalism and pre-health students and 

therefore has two important goals:  

 

1. Successful publication of exemplary articles geared toward the student body and academic community 

2. Guide students as they become successful science journalists and written communicators 

 

Course Description 

A. Editorial Philosophy 

Articles should focus on medicine, healthcare, allied health professions, and the interface of medicine and health 

with the social sciences (business, law, history, sociology, cultural anthropology, etc.), as well as contemporary 

intersections with medical technologies and social issues. This journal reflects not only the diverse interests of our 

students, but also the wide breadth of perspectives of medicine and health.  

 

Articles should be based on primary research literature accessible through PubMed or a secondary source and its 

primary article. Publishing preference is given to articles written on medical research or topics that come from UC 

Berkeley, or nearby research institutions such as UCSF. This focus on the local research community distinguishes 

the BMJ from all other publications. 

 

The work should feature comments, quotes, or interviews with research principles from the subject paper. 

Principles may include professors, doctors, researchers, medical or health professionals, etc. who are involved in 

the research or paper. 

 

C. The Final Package Submission 

1. The articles 

2. The author's bio 

3. The proof of rights granted for quotes, interview transcript, or evidence of interview contact. 

Submit to berkeleymedicaljournal@gmail.com. 

 

Assignments 

Feature Article: Students are required to write a 3 to 4 page health-related article to submit for publication in 

Issues: Berkeley Medical Journal. Each semester, we publish ten to sixteen articles, both in digital form on our 

website and in print as a journal.  Articles are selected based on the quality of the article as well as effort and 

participation in class.  Students must do outside research and conduct at least one interview for the feature article. 

 

Short Report Article: A 2 to 3 page mini-article is also required. The secondary article differs from the primary 

article in that secondary topics are generally less technical – “pop science” so to speak. No interviews are 

necessary. 

 



In-class Presentation: Toward the middle to the end of the semester, each student will make a five minute 

presentation on his or her feature article topic. There will be a question and answer session at the end. 

 

Class Time: Class time is used for article discussion, writing workshops, meetings between writers and editors, 

peer editing, guest speakers, presentations, and discussing current topics of interest. 

 

Note: Issues accepts articles for publication throughout the semester (Tell your friends and roommates!). 

However, publishing priority is given to students who are enrolled or actively participating in the journal. 

 

Key Learning Outcomes 

1. Students will learn how to convey scientific information in a clear and concise manner. 

2. Students will learn how to find and conduct interviews with researchers, experts in the scientific field and 

other members of the scientific community. 

3. Students will be able to convey their findings in a thoughtful manner. 

 

Enrollment Information 

Issues will meet every Tuesday 6-8 PM in 151 Barrows starting January 31, 2017 until April 25, 2017. 

 

Grading / Course Policies 

Student performance is evaluated based on regular attendance and participation as well as meeting the deadlines 

for submission of drafts of articles.  All students are permitted ONE unexcused absence. Unexcused absences, 

missing, or late assignments will affect your chances of passing the class.  Please notify your editor(s) via email at 

least 24 hours before any class you plan to miss. If you have a planned absence, your assignment will still be due 

via email. If you do not turn in your final articles (along with interview transcripts and forms) by three days after 

the last class you will automatically receive a NP.  

 

Each "day" is worth two points. In order to get the two points point you must: 

1. Turn in any and all work due Tuesday via Bcourses at midnight on Sunday AND come to class with 

anything that needs to be submitted/presented in person.  (1point)  

2. Come to class. Email your editors if you plan to be absent or late. Otherwise, your absence will be 

considered unexcused and you will not receive the daily point. (1 point)  

3. An attendance point for a day can be earned if you have an excused absence (you must notify us about 

this) and turn in the assignments on time. 

4. For unexcused absences, the daily point is forfeited entirely. 

 

Primary presentations are worth three points. Everyone must do a presentation. 

 

This totals to 26 points. You will pass with 19 points.  

 

We will have point check-ins halfway through the semester to bring up any problems/get people on track to pass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Submitting Articles 

Drafts of articles are due at 11:59 PM on Sunday nights to your editors by bCourses. Please follow instructions 

for each given week.  You will receive an edited copy of your article on the following Tuesday. Before submitting 

your article, make sure that you have done the following: 

● Write your article in 12pt, double-spaced, Times New Roman. 
● Put your name, which article (Feature/Short Report), and editor’s name at the top of the page. 

 

Spring 2016 Issues BMJ Editor Contact Information 

Catherine Li  catherine.li@berkeley.edu 
Jordan Said jsaid@berkeley.edu 

Aurelie Tran atran@berkeley.edu 

Gianna Mousalimas gmousalimas@berkeley.edu 

Nora Harhen nharhen@berkeley.edu 

Zack Grimmett zack@berkeley.edu 
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Spring 2017 Schedule (subject to change) 

 

Date In Class Homework for the Week (to be brought in next class) 

 01/31 1. Introduction to course and editing board 

2. Class expectations 

3. Syllabus overview and sample articles 

1. Bring your laptops to class next week!  

02/07 1. What makes a good topic?  

2. How to find a primary source 

3. Meet your editor 

4. Worksheet: Choosing your topic and 

journal article  

1. Bring in 3 topic ideas and corresponding journal articles for the 

feature article to class. 

2. Bring 3 topic ideas and articles for the short report article to class. 

02/14 1. The 4 Guiding Questions (4GQs) & how 

to turn them into an article 

2. Finding a picture for your article 

3. Peer discussion of primary topics 

4. Worksheet: 4GQs in an abstract  

1. Bring a completed 4GQ for the feature article to class. 

2. Bring a completed 4GQ for the short report article to class 

 

02/21 1. How to write a lead 

2. Active vs. passive voice 

3. How to write a scientific article 

4. How to write with style 

1. Write introductions for feature and short report articles. 

2. Using 4GQs, create outlines for feature and short report articles 

02/28 1. How to Conduct Interviews 

2. Interview Etiquette 

3. Finding supporting information for your 

article  

4. Worksheet – Drafting emails  

1. Submit an electronic copy of your completed 1st draft of your 

feature article to Bcourses 

2. Bring your completed 1st draft of your feature article to class. 

3. Contact people for interviews (cc your editor)  

03/07 1. Presentation guidelines 

2. Mock presentation 

 

1. Submit an electronic copy of your completed 1st draft of your 

short report article to Bcourses 

2. Bring your completed 1st draft of your short report article to class. 



03/14 1. Statistics / Data Interpretation 

2. Mid-Semester Check-in 

3. Peer Review: Short report article 

1. Submit an electronic copy of your completed 2nd draft of your 

feature article with your 1st interview to Bcourses 

2. Bring your completed 2nd draft of your feature article to class. 

03/21 1. Article presentations (3-4)  

2. Peer Review: Feature article  

 

1. Submit an electronic copy of your completed 2nd draft of your 

short report article to Bcourses 

2. Bring your completed 2nd draft of your short report article to 

class. 

04/04 1. Article presentations (3-4) 

2. Second Opinions with a New Editor\ 

3. Peer Review: Short report article 

 

1. Submit an electronic copy of your completed 3rd draft of your 

feature article to Bcourses 

2. Bring your completed 3rd draft of your feature article to class. 

04/11 1. How to Write a Title 

2. How to write an Author Blurb 

3. Article Presentations (3-4) 

4. Peer Review: Feature article 

 

1. Submit an electronic copy of your completed 3rd draft of your 

short report article to Bcourses 

2. Bring your completed 3rd draft of your short report article to class. 

3. Title both your articles 

4. Write 1-2 sentence author bio blurb and attach this to the bottom 

of both your articles. 

04/18 1. Expectations for your Final Packet 

Submissions 

2. Article Presentations (3-4) 

3. Peer Review 

1. Compile a rough Final Packet submission  

04/25 1. Article Presentations (if necessary) 

2. Look Over Final Packet 

3. Course Wrap-Up 

4. Evaluations 

 

Final Packet Submission to berkeleymedicaljournal@gmail.com by 

4/30/17 at 11:59 PM. 

A complete submission includes: 

1. Final primary article with title. 

2. Final secondary article with title. 

3. The author bio blurb. 

4. The proof of rights granted for quotes – interview transcripts. 

 


