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Course Description

Extraterrestrial intelligence and the concept of alien civilizations have been topics of discussion
since the beginning of recorded human history. From the earliest cave paintings to modern scientific
searches for non-human lifeforms, we take an interdisciplinary approach to studying the search for
life beyond earth. We draw from a variety of sources, e.g., scientific articles and papers, movies and
TV shows, ancient texts, and more. By using a variety of sources we attempt to reconcile scien-
tific approaches with conspiracy theories, UFO sightings, science fiction and media representations
of aliens. We hope for students to come out of this course with a broad understanding of aliens.
Specifically, they should understand multiple scientific perspectives on E.T,. public views on aliens
and encounters, and the way they are portrayed and talked about in modern society.

”Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known.” -Carl Sagan

Time and Location

Mondays 6-7 p.m.
Campbell Hall 131A

Course Format

Class Structure and Grading

One one-hour lecture per week. Class will consist of 30-40 minutes lectures followed by a non-
structured, super free-form discussion of the previous weeks’ readings. Some weeks will include clips
or additional hand-outs in class to supplement the lecture. Student performance will be evaluated
simply: 60 percent commentary, 35 percent final projects and 5 percent participation.
*Students that have more than 2 unexcused absences receive a 0 in participation. To excuse an
absence the student must let us know more than 48 hours in advance that they plan on being
absent.

Readings

Each week will have readings or required movie/podcast/documentary viewings, as listed on the
syllabus. Students will also turn in a 3-5 sentence commentary regarding the assignment (graded
for completion) at the beginning of that week’s lecture. We will give them questions each week (via
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email) that must be answered in their commentary. Commentary must be turned in in class unless
there are special circumstances.

Final Project

We have reached the terminus of the semester! Throughout the year, we as instructors have been
guiding the class discussion about extraterrestrial life and how it is manifested in various disciplines,
and now it’s your turn! At the end of the semester, we turn to you for your input. Students will be
expected to answer one or more of the following questions:

1. What is something that we did not go over in class that you feel is an important part of the
discussion surrounding aliens? Why?

2. What is something you wish we went into more detail on, and why? Elaborate or provide
additional insight on this topic.

3. What, in your opinion, are the most important news events regarding aliens and why?

4. If you became a scientist assigned the job of finding and/or communication with aliens, how
would you go about it and why?

5. What theories/stories told of aliens (i.e. UFO encounters, conspiracy theories, etc.) do you
believe? Which are you skeptical of?

6. If you could add one supplementary reading or viewing to our syllabus, what would it be and
why?

Students are expected to meet with us and to discuss their final project ideas- either tell us exactly
what you want to do or give us a broad idea that you have and we can give you a guiding hand to
come up with a very interesting project! All projects must be approved by us and will presented
to the class as 7-10 minute presentations. Presentations can be in the form of posters, powerpoint,
skit, video, or some other form (as long as it is approved by us first). You can be in groups of up to
three. We are excited to hear your contributions to the discuss of Aliens!

Attendance Attendance counts for 15% of the final grade. Student are allowed up to 2 excused
absences without penalty. To excuse an absence, students can let us know ahead of time that they
plan on missing lecture.

Schedule and Lecture Topics

Week One, 1/23

Lecture 1: Course Introduction and Syllabus Overview
no reading due

Week Two, 1/31

Lecture 2: Alien Theory: Fermi Paradox and the Drake Equation
viewing due: Into the Universe with Stephen Hawking, Episode 1: Aliens (available on Youtube)
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Week Three, 2/6

Lecture 3: Conspiracy Theories
viewing due: Unsealed: Alien Files, Episode 1: Alien Encyclopedia (available on Netflix)

Week Four, 2/13

Lecture 4: SETI (Search For Extraterrestrial Intelligence) Searches and Methods
viewing or screening due : watch Contact (1997)

Week Five, 2/20

Lecture 5: Alien Encounters
assignment due: listen to the podcast ”UFO-Alien Abduction Still Haunts Travis Walton” (available
on Huffington Post website )

Week Six, 2/27

Lecture 6: Extremophiles and Possible Life in Our Solar System
Reading due: listen to podcast ”Cellmates” from Radiolab (available on radiolab.org)

Week Seven, 3/6

Lecture 7: Planetary Protection and Space Exploration
Reading due: reading from textbook, Protocols for an ETI Signal Detection (available on SETI.org)

Week Eight, 3/13

Lecture 8: Exoplanets: Detection Methods and Habitability
viewing due: watch Alien Planets Revealed (2014) (available on Youtube)

Week Nine, 3/20

Lecture 9: UFO’s
Reading due: excerpt from Sovereignty by Alexander Wendt, available in UC Berkeley online library

Spring Break/ No Class, 3/27-3/31

Optional readings:

1. Cosmos (2014) : The Immortals (available on Netflix)

2. Ancient Aliens TV Series (available on Netflix)

3. National Geographic Documentary: Area 51 Declassified (available on Youtube)

4. The Real X-Files
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o92V9JEzbIU
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Week Ten, 4/3

Lecture 10: Aliens in Ancient Texts
reading due: Excerpt on Ezekiel from the New Testament, will be handed out in class and/or scanned
and e-mailed to the class

Week Eleven, 4/10

Lecture 11: Aliens Portrayal in the Media
Everyone bring in favorite paraphanelia to present!
viewing due: watch E.T. (1982)

Week Twelve, 4/17

Final Project Presentations pt.1

Week Thirteen, 4/24

Final Project Presentations pt.2
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