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Modern Family 
Family and Relationship Dynamics - Spring 2017 

Sid Mirgati  

Modernfamily.berkeley@gmail.com 

Thursdays 5-6 

50 Birge 

 

Course Outcomes 
 

In this decal we will be studying different aspects of family and marriage in U.S. 

using Modern Family, an American television mockumentary about three different 

types of families living in Southern California. Our goal is to be more familiar with 

various family structures such as nuclear families, LGBT families, and multicultural 

families.  

Lectures consist of two main parts: first, examining present-day family structure 

in U.S. which includes a brief introduction to the history of marriage and family 

development during the 20th century; second, examining different Modern Family 

episodes, including analyzing the characters and their interactions together. In this 

course in addition to watching different episodes, a combination of video clips and 

quotes from Modern Family will be used to help students: 

- Understand the variety of family structures and dynamics in the United States.  
- Gain insight into the evolution of the “American family,” with an emphasis on the last 

20th and 21st centuries. 
- Be able to analyze different characters and themes in Modern Family.  

 

Course Requirements 
 

Students will be expected to attend the weekly lectures and engage in 

discussions and activities in class. Each week, as shown in the syllabus, video clips or 
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readings may be assigned (the facilitator may make changes to syllabus and weekly 

assignments prior or throughout the semester, but students will be notified during 

lectures if necessary). We also might have a few discussions on bCourses throughout 

the semester, where students can post any questions or interesting clips and quotes.  

This class will meet once a week, for 1 hour. Since this course is heavily based 

on lecture discussions, it is crucial that students attend the weekly lectures throughout 

the semester. In order to receive a passing grade, any student is only allowed up to 

two absences (in cases of family emergencies or health issues, please contact the 

facilitator and we will try to work out a solution that supports you). In addition to 

attendance and participation in class discussions, occasionally weekly discussion posts 

on bcourses will be assigned and counted towards the final grade. The weekly 

discussion may include a few sentences on the upcoming week’s assignments 

(episodes or readings) and must be posted on bcourses before the beginning of 

lecture. 

On week 2 the first assignment for this course is due; which is a one-page 

(double-spaced) in length. Tell us why you are taking this class, what you like about 

Modern Family, and what you hope to get out of this decal. You can also include 

details about yourself that you would like us to know!  

On week 12, the final paper is due which should be 3-4 pages in length. Students 

may choose one of the topics discussed in this decal, or another related topic that they 

are interested in, and write an essay explaining both sides of the argument, and how 

Modern Family (or which character specifically) relates to this issue. Details will be 

discussed in class as we get closer to the due date.  

To receive a Pass for this class, students will need a cumulative 70 points out of 100: 

- Attendance, participation, and weekly posts on bcourses: 50 points 
- Introductory paragraph: 10 points 
- Final paper: 40 points 

 
Student Accommodations 

If any student requires DSP accommodations for any of the assignments or in 

class activities, please contact the facilitator as soon as possible. You may also email 

the facilitators if you have any concerns or questions for the class. 
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Weekly Assignments 

 

Week 1 (1/26/17) 

Facilitator will discuss enrollment 

Topic: Introduction, overview of the class and 

syllabus 

 

Week 2 (2/2/17) 

Topic: history of marriage and family 

structure in U.S in 20th century 

Due: Introductory Paragraph 

 

Week 3 (2/9/17) 

Topic: Nuclear family (Dunphys) 

Phil and Claire’s relationship and division of 

household in different seasons 

 

Week 4 (2/16/17) 

Topic: Nuclear family (Dunphys) 

Gender roles and economic independence 

 

Week 5 (2/23/17) 

Topic: Delgado-Pritchett family 

Jay and Gloria’s relationship and division 

of household in different seasons 

 

Week 6 (3/2/17) 

Topic: Delgado-Pritchett family 

Gloria’s ex-husband and Jay’s ex-wife. 

Gloria’s career after her second marriage.  

 

Week 7 (3/9/17) 

Topic: Tucker-Pritchett family 

Mitch and Cam’s relationship and division 

of household in different seasons 

 

Week 8 (3/16/17) 

Topic: Tucker-Pritchett family 

The new concept of same-sex marriage 

 

Week 9 (3/23/17) 

Topic: Teens 

Dunphy children; sibling dynamics. 

Effects of second marriage on Manny. 

 

Week 10 (3/30/17) 

Spring break!! 
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Week 11 (4/6/17) 

Topic: Teens 

Different parenting style. Effects of 

adoption on Lily 

 

Week 12 (4/13/17) 

Topic: Teens 

Topic: Future of family in America 

Due: final paper 

 

Week 13 (4/20/17) 

Topic: Review of semester 


