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Interfaith Harmony 

A Jewish and Muslim Spiritual and Cultural Exploration 

 

 

Time: Thursdays 6-7:30 PM 

Location: TBD 

Course Facilitators: Gabriel Bloch - ghbloch@berkeley.edu 

Sarina Shohet - sjshohet@berkeley.edu  

Office Hours TBA 

 

Sponsoring Professor: Trevor Murphy 

Join the Facebook Group: TBD 

 

 

 

Course Description 

Shalom Alaychem, Assalamu Alaikum and Hello! This decal’s primary objectives will be to 

engage in Jewish and Islamic texts, culture, and celebration. Recent political history has 

created a lot of animosity between the two cultures on campus and around the world, and 

it's something we can't keep ignoring. The purpose of this DeCal is to have students of all or 

no faith(s) sitting, listening, and discussing with one another to develop a shared 

understanding of each other’s perspectives and beliefs. We all know the feeling of working in 

chevruta/sharaka or partnership, of finding and interpreting deeper meanings in the texts 

and cultural practices we care so much about and that have shaped so much of our lives. 

Delving into these texts serves an exploration of stories, histories, and individuals from 

completely different upbringings to find similarities that are often overlooked.  No 

knowledge of Arabic or Hebrew is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

By the end of the course, we expect students to be able to 

- Think critically about religious texts and their interpretations 

- Identify major similarities and differences between Judaism and Islam 

- Recognize the importance of religion in history, culture, and politics 

- Develop a relationship with texts and ideas from each faith 

- Break down stereotypes and misinformation about Judaism and Islam 

- Interact with a community outside of their own 
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Course Format 

Class will start promptly at 10 minutes past the hour. Students are expected to complete the 

assigned readings each week and to participate actively in class. Each session will be conducted 

as an open-ended and democratic discussion with course facilitators guiding the class through 

each week’s topic. 

 

Grading 

To pass the course, a student must at least earn 70%. Students must attend at least 11 of the 13 

class sessions in order to earn a passing score. Students must additionally attend two cultural 

events and submit their Ethical Will at the end of instruction. 

 

Description Grade Percentage 

Class Attendance and Participation  40% 

Event Attendance 30% 

Ethical Will  30% 

 

 

Ethical Will  

If you had to write to the hypothetical next students that take this decal, what would you tell 

them? After having learned in this kind of environment, with the people you have learned 

with/from, what have you taken away? Would you advise students to take the course? Not to? 

Why? 

 

Journal 

Weekly written reflections of 1) questions posed in class 2) own opinion of course 

material/topics. Journals may include notes, reactions, and questions 

 

 

Lecture and Homework Schedule  

January 25th - April 26th 

Week Date Topic Assignments due 

that day 

1 1.25.18 Introductions of People and of Texts  

2 2.1.18 History of Islam and Judaism Creation and 

Sacrafice of 

Isaac/Ishmail 
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3 2.15.18 Interpretations: Divine Authority in 

the Talmud and Hadith 

Hadith Sahih 

al-Bukhari/ 

Talmudic Stories 

4 2.22.17 Lifestyle and Lifetime (and geographic 

variants) 

Surah 

al-Imran/research 

on life events 

5 3.1.18 The Status of Other Religions and 

Apostates in Islam and Judaism  

David and Goliath 

6 3.8.18 Righteous violence and war Mohammad in 

Medina, 

Maccabees 

7 3.15.18 Gender in religion Exerpts from 

Jewish Gender 

Law & Sharia Law  

8 3.22.18 Memory Haggadah 

9 3.29.18 SPRING BREAK  

10 4.5.18 Jurisprudence and justice Ayatollah 

Khomein, 

Sanhedrin/Mut 

Beit Din 

11 4.12.18 Mysticism - Sufism and Kabbalism Exerpts from 

Zohar and Early 

Sufi Texts 

12 4.19.18 Messianism Exerpt from 

Amida Prayer, 

Mahdi research 

13 4.26.18 Islamophobia and anti-Semitism; 

closing activities 

Ethical will 

 

 

 

Class Etiquette  

Please keep cell phones and other electronic devices turned off or on silent. We really hope to foster 
an environment that is both engaging enough to keep people off their phones, but also one in which 
we value being present with one another. Water bottles are allowed and encouraged! (food too 
depending on location) 
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Religious Calendars! 

Each student is required to attendance for at least 2 events, but is encouraged to attend as 

many as possible! Email or talk to facilitators for the event information/other resources in 

order to do so. 

Islamic Festivals Calendar 

 

Jewish Festivals Calendar 
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