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Trinity Cathedral Highlights of 2016 

 Come & See 
 
My dear friends, 2016 was truly a year of the best of times and the worst of times. I have spent the past ten 
years as Cathedral Dean. What a joy, what a privilege. In spite of all the challenges, with God's grace and a 
committed, gifted, and generous Cathedral family as well as Cathedral friends, I humbly suggest we've 
accomplished much. 
 
Here are some of the highlights: 
 
Construction, completion and certification of a Fire suppression wall, mandated by the city of Trenton Fire 
Inspectors. My sincerest thanks to many individuals who worked tirelessly to make this happen and at a 
considerably lesser cost than first estimated. The construction company did an outstanding job and city 
inspector's complimented the outstanding work.  
 
We completed our participation in the inaugural Way of St. Paul class 2015-2016. 
Thanks to all who participated. Dr. Phil Lewis, Gail Lewis, the Rev. Dr. Shawn Armington and Jon Carl Lewis. 
Prayerfully knowledge gleaned from that experience will serve the Cathedral in good stead. One of the 
discussions raised by the team was contemplating hosting an additional Mass with a different flavor, which 
would be attractive to possible newcomers. Of course regular worshippers would not be excluded in attending 
if so inclined. Limited ordained worship leadership resources are something I'm concerned about, however I'm 
willing to give this a three month trial and revisit its continuation based on a measurable impact. I want to 
thank Phil, Shawn and Karen who are passionate that this may have some traction and very much would like to 
head up this new initiative. This service will start at 12: 30 and my concern is that it cannot be seen as 
competing with our presently established worship services. 
 

o ' We are planning on a shorter service -- shorter than one hour.  The form will be open to change as we 
see who attends, but some thoughts are: The service will include a few songs, probably of the praise 
variety, accompanied by guitar or sung a cappella.  There will be no other service music. Instead of a 
sermon, members of the congregation would take turns presenting a 2 - 3 minute response to the 
readings, followed by a maximum of 10 minutes of general discussion. At the Prayers of the People, 
the congregation would share prayer concerns and then take turns praying aloud or silently, as they 
wish. The service would take place in the choir area of the chapel or the cathedral itself, with the 
Eucharist celebrated on a table in the midst, the congregation standing around.' Shawn Armington  

 
 
In 2016 we continued to partner with health agencies and community partners to have a positive impact on 
the community of Trenton..  
 
Isles; Trenton Health Team; Interfaith Caregivers of Greater Mercer; Wigwam; The Children's Home Society, 
Arm in Arm, Womanspace; Trenton Rescue Mission; Crisis Ministry; Urban Mental Health Alliance; Urban 
Promise; Trinity Cathedral Preschool Academy; Blue Mountain Stretto are just a few of the organizations we 
collaborated with in 2016. 
 
Under the leadership of Deacon Chris Cox and Sayah Ann Richardson with generous donations from our 
members, we gave over three thousand dollars to build water wells for our sisters and brothers in Liberia. 
 



Grants from the Diocese help set up the Cathedral as an emergency relief center and another grant helped to 
create a walking trail which was opened in 2016. 
 
On May 1st 2016 given the continued prevalence of gun violence in Trenton, we partnered with our Interfaith 
sisters and brothers expressing our continued outrage and concern. Praying for a cessation to this violence. We 
also distributed resources for victims and families in the Trenton Community. 
 
We hosted the third annual Cathedral Day. David Miller was the Chair and we are greatly indebted to him for 
coordinating many individuals and making it a resounding success. We look forward to building on this in 2017 
under his leadership once more. 
 
In 2016 we were pleased to welcome Kimme Carlos Executive Director of the Urban Mental Health Alliance. 
She has helped us to focus on the issue of Mental Health in our community. A concern also raised by Bishops 
of the Episcopal Church. Three of our members were trained in First Aid Mental Health. Kadeejah, Andrea and 
Clara. We will host a training for twenty persons at the Cathedral. Given the level of violence in our 
communities, experts have identified Mental Health a major concern. 
 
We are grateful to the many congregations and individuals throughout the Diocese who have generously given 
in support of Cathedral Ministries. Mr David Miller chair of the Cathedral Day committee and his team of 
volunteers galvanized many crucial support for Cathedral Day 2016. Thanks to Bishop William Stokes and 
several congregations and individuals who orchestrated a magnificent flower festival for Catherdral Day 2016.  
 
The Cathedral Choir lost a few members who relocated, and Canon Deb Ford was ill for several months, but we 
all rallied at Deborah's side and with appropriate medical attention she is fairing much better, and returning to 
form. Dr. Kerry Heimann and the Choir members deserve a great debt of gratitude for stepping up during Deb's 
absence. 
 
Hosted the first Annual  Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. Several organizations, churches and community 
partners joined this effort coordinated by Canon Deb Clarke and the Diocesan Youth Commission. Dean René 
John was the inaugural Preacher. 
 
Hosted with the Children's Home Society sponsorship the 10th. Annual Latino Parenting Conference. Extremely 
well attended, greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks to Wigwam's Chuck Toal, Ellen Wry and her band of volunteers whose socks, hats and gloves have 
made a significant positive impact as an important aspect of our Cathedral outreach. 
 
The African Festival Committee Margaret Nartey (chair) and the Golf Outing Dick Koenig (chair) and 
Community Day Committees are two of our faithful and most substantial fundraisers for the Cathedral for 
more than a decade. 
 
Thanks to the Altar Guild Canon Terry Cooper, Rachel Mathis, Ginny Harmer, Janet Byard, Cheryl Nagy and Sue 
Remmers our one person floral arranger for faithful and tireless service to the many services held at the 
Cathedral.  
 
Thanks to Georgia Koenig and her team of volunteers whose fundraising efforts with the Rummage Sale 2016, 
exceeded anything they have done in previous years. 
 
Thanks to Canon Clara Gregory, Willie Coleman, Vickie Ann & Darrell Tuomari who have taken the Food Pantry 
ministry to new heights. Combined with the faithful shepherding of the satellite Soup Ministry on Thursdays 



and Loaves and Fishes Friday Luncheon, countless persons lives are impacted in a positive fashion.Deacon 
Chris Cox, Bill and Ginny Harmer, Faye Manicke and Roger VanSant, Gwendolyn Pearson, Dick Koenig with 
additional support from community partners and churches. 
Friday Loaves and Fishes luncheon main coordinators Mike & Debbie Raab, Canon Clara Gregory, Willie 
Coleman, Dennie Higgins, with support from community partners and friends. 
 
I am extremely grateful to our Cathedral Associates Cn. Dr. Noel Amadi, Cn. Dr. Marilyn Adams, Dr. Peter 
Bridge, Dr. Shawn Armington, Deacon Chris Cox and Deacon Carol Gilbert for outstanding and faithful service 
to the Cathedral in 2016. 
 
Thanks to the Bishop William and Susan Stokes, Wardens and Vestry, Willie Coleman, Dennie Higgins, Vestry 
clerk Canon Dr. Paul Cooper, treasurer Ron Zilinski, J Gilbert Williams, Sharon Tejeda, Karen Armington, Bill 
Harmer, Lee Whiteman, Jocelyn Francis White, Larry Gustin, Althia Muse and Mike Raab. Cathedral Major 
Chapter Members, Mark & Theresa Chattin, Donna Devlin, Noreen Duncan, David Hicks, Dru Kegreiss, David 
Miller, Jeffrey Roy, Mark David Johnson and Amy Cornell. 
 
Thanks to our Cathedral Staff, Patrice D'Angelo, Canon Deb Ford, Dr. Kerry Heimann, Al Shaw and Michael 
Pettyjohn whose tireless and faithful service is critical for the successful execution of all the Cathedral 
ministries. 
 
My sincerest thanks to the Cathedral Altar Guild Shop. Andrea John, Howard Ebersole, Georgia Koenig Ginny 
Harmer, Linda Lengyel, Cheryl Nagy and Sharlie Ross who volunteer coordinate this important ministry of our 
Cathedral. 
 
Thanks to Sherri Anderson and her marvelous Saturday music classes and concerts in support of underserved 
and gifted children. 
 
Thanks to the Ushers. Head Willie Coleman and his team of volunteers. Margaret, Veronica, Lee, Tom, Phil, Bill, 
Ginny. Thanks to our Acolytes, Samuel, Deandra, Lawanda, Manuel, Jordan,  Euphenia, Carlos and Deamah.  
 
Thanks to all the faithful volunteers who conduct services at Hamilton Grove Care and Rehab. Janet Thompson 
coordinator. Edna Garrison, Dennie Higgins and Seminarian John Francis Maher. We thank Grace St. Paul for 
collaborating with us on this ministry. 
 
In 2016 we were ecstatic to host the Ordination to the Diaconate and Priesthood of our own Ricardo Sheppard. 
Two days of great jubilation for a young man who worked extremely hard to steer his life in a positive 
direction. 
 
Our Necrology will reflect the transitioning of many persons near and dear to us in 2016. None more dear than 
Dot Barbara Cellini our photographic historiographer. 
She left us many, many treasures. Seventy five thousand Photos, hundreds of books, donated with offerings 
going to the Diocesan Animal Welfare Ministry and very generous bequest. 
 
In the past decade we've worked tirelessly not just to be viable but to be relevant. One of my past mentor 
Bishop's once opined the true test of relevance is to ask yourself the question. 'If your organization closed it's 
doors today would anyone even notice? 
Through our collaborative efforts, new initiatives and outreach efforts I believe the answer would be 'yes we 
are making an impact, and closing our doors would seriously affect many.  
 



The concern has always been; how do we get more persons to partner with us?  I believe the answer is by 
manifesting the love of God, and inviting others to experience and journey with us. 
 
It also takes generous hearts who trust God, to support the work we want to accomplish and I can never tire in 
giving thanks for all these individuals. 
 
In 2017 I'm entitled to a Sabbatical (a time of renewal) I'm planning on taking this from March-June. The hope 
is to do some renewal as well, spiritual and physical. Parts of the interior and exterior will undergo repairs and 
renovation. Let me in closing thank Mike Raab, who in his full first year as Property Chair, has accredited 
himself pretty well in facing up to the many challenges of an aging structure. 
 
Please be sure to get involved.  
"Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he 
looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands 
through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his 
body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours." 
Teresa of Ávila 
 
  
In Christ, 
 
René+ 
Dean 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/74226.Teresa_of_vila

