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In 2016, we received mission reports from the Hispanic Church Missioner, The Rev. Canon Ramon Ubiera Torres, on the 
status of new Hispanic churches in the Diocese, from the Canon for Congregational Development, Fr. Rob Droste, bringing 
us up to date on the small mission churches in the Diocese, and from the Rev. Canon Brian Jemmott, Canon for African 
American Ministries, getting an overview of the status of the historic Black Churches in the Diocese. In May, Ellen 
Rutherford shared the collaborative work of many of the tiny churches in the Woodbury Convocation. In June we looked 
at Best Practices of the marks of mission, and minimal viability and vitality characteristics. In September, Jonathon Elliot 
shared how we might print a booklet for The 2017 Convention sharing pictures and descriptions of the exciting ministries 
going on in the 35 mission churches of the Diocese. The BOM benefits from these staff interactions as well as connecting 
to the Loan and Grant Committee and Clergy Compensation Committee as it relates to church property needs and clergy 
compensation. 
 
At our monthly BOM meetings throughout the year, BOM liaisons shared their reflections on recent visits to their 
assigned mission church. Many of these reports spoke of the enthusiasm and energetic mission going on. Some reports 
revealed struggling congregations. Others acknowledged the reality of a church that is dying. Our role as BOM liaisons is 
to listen to their stories and celebrate Christ that is alive in them and see how the Diocese might be helpful in the 
upcoming year as they address challenges not alone, but together with others in the Diocese. 
 
Liaisons also reminded their assigned missions about the need to have audits and followed up if there was additional 
information needed on grant application forms. Liaisons in the Fall gave short presentations on behalf of their assigned 
missions funding request. At our October 12 BOM meeting, it was recommended that the 2017 Diocesan Budget of 
$450,000 be distributed to fourteen missions as presented below and that St. Mary the Virgin, Pleasantville, receive a 
$30,000 rollover from the 2016 budget. This request was approved by the Finance and Budget Committee and Diocesan 
Council. 
 

Mission Amount 
1. St Andrew’s, Camden $51,000 

2. St. Augustine, Camden $25,000 

3. St. James’, Edison $15,000 

4. San Jose, Elizabeth $49,000 

5. St. Mark and All Saints’, Galloway $20,000 

6. St. Mark’s, Keansburg $40,000 

7. All Saints’, Lakewood $31,000 

8. St. James, Long Branch $25,000 

9. St. Stephen’s, Mullica Hill $20,000 

10. St. Alban’s, New Brunswick $35,000 

11. St. Thomas, Red Bank $30,000 

12. Christo Rey, Trenton $45,000 

13. Holy Spirit, Tuckerton $25,000 

14. St. Barnabas by the Bay, Villas $39,000 

Total Requested $450,000 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Bruce Montgomery 
January 24, 2017 


