
Pai Gow Poker is a recent addition to the casinos,  
and is one of many games that has an Asian origin.  
A combination of the Chinese game of pai gow (meaning 
makes nine) and the American game of Poker, this game  
of skill offers players a reasonable chance to win.

In this version of Poker, players are not wagering against 
each other but against the dealer, and unlike the original 
Asian version which is played with tiles, Pai Gow Poker is 
played with a deck of cards. The object of the game is for 
the player to create two hands of cards that rank higher 
than the dealer’s two hands.

The game is played with a standard 52-deck and one  
joker that may be used as an ace or to complete a straight, 
flush or a straight flush. All bets are made and then the 
dealer uses a computer with a random number generator 
to determine which player will get the first stack of cards.  
The dealer shuffles the deck and deals out seven stacks  
of seven cards, discarding the remaining four cards.  
The remaining hands are dealt out to the players in a  
counterclockwise motion.

When the players receive their cards, they set them into 
two hands of five cards and two cards. The two-card hand 
is known as the low hand and the five-card hand is known 
as the high hand. Each hand has a designated spot in the 
betting area for placement. Each five-card hand is ranked 
according to the Pai Gow Poker hierarchy which varies  
only slightly from the standard Poker hand hierarchy.  
One difference is that five aces, which are accomplished by 
adding four aces to a joker, beats out a royal flush and is 
the highest hand in the game. Another difference is an Ace, 
2, 3, 4 and 5 is the second highest straight, while an Ace,  
2, 3, 4 and 5 of the same suit is the highest ranking straight 
flush, beaten only by a royal flush and five Aces.

The hierarchy of two-card hands is much simpler in that 
the hand is either a pair or it is not. The highest two-card 
hand is a pair of aces, and the rank of subsequent pairs 
falls in order from kings down to two’s. The same ranking 
order applies to single cards.

It is the players’ responsibility to ensure that their five-card 
hand has a higher ranking than their two-card hand.  
If the two-card hand turns out to be higher, the player 
automatically loses his bet.
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To win, both of the player’s hands must beat both of the 
dealer’s hands.  If the player’s two-card hand and the 
dealer’s two-card hand have equal Poker value, the player 
loses. The same applies if the five-card hands match in 
value. If one of the player’s hands beats the dealer’s,  
but the other does not, the result is a tie and the wager is 
returned to the player. When a player wins, the dealer pays 
the player even money for their bet. The dealer will collect 
a 5% vigorish on a winning hand at the time the winning is 
paid out.

RANKING OF HANDS

1. Five Aces 

2. Royal Flush 

3. Straight Flush 

4. Four of a Kind 

5. Full House 

6. Flush 

7. Straight 

8. Three of a Kind 

9. Two Pair 

10. Pair 

11. High Card

FORTUNE BONUS & ENVY BONUS 
Fortune Bonus is an optional bonus wager that is based  
on the best hand possible using your seven cards. You may 
bet any amount within table limits, however, a Fortune  
bet of at least $5 qualifies you for Envy Bonus payouts.  
You win the Envy Bonus when you or someone else at the 
table receives a Four of a Kind or higher.

HOW TO PLAY 
To begin each round, make a standard Pai Gow Poker 
wager and the Fortune Bonus wager. If you wager at least 
$5 on the Fortune Bonus, the dealer will place an “Envy” 
button next to your bet. The dealer then follows house  
procedures for Pai Gow Poker. If a player is unsure of how 
to set their hands, they may ask the dealer to assist them 
in setting their hands according to the house way. After 
reconciling the standard Pai Gow wagers, the dealer also 
reconciles Fortune Bonus wagers. If your hand qualifies  
for a payout, the dealer pays you according to the posted  
paytable. If your hand does not qualify, the dealer takes 
your Fortune Bonus wager.

The dealer pays any Envy Bonuses at the end of the round.  
If at least one player has a Four-of-a-Kind or higher, all 
players with envy buttons win: see pay out table.

Note: You cannot win Envy Bonuses for your hand or the dealer’s hand. 
Maximum payout for Fortune Bonus is $50,000 per player, per hand.



DUE TO THE ENVY BONUS FEATURE OF THIS GAME, 
ALL HANDS MUST BE EXPOSED.

PAY OUT TABLE PAYS ENVY 

7 Card Straight Flush 8,000 to 1 $ 5,000 

Royal Flush + Royal Match 2,000 to 1 $ 1,000 

7 Card Straight Flush with Joker 1,000 to 1 $ 500 

5 Aces 400 to 1 $ 250 

Royal Flush 150 to 1 $ 50 

Straight Flush 50 to 1 $ 20 

4 of a Kind 25 to 1 $ 5 

Full House 5 to 1 

Flush 4 to 1 

3 of a Kind 3 to 1 

Straight 2 to 1

PROGRESSIVE WAGER
Pai Gow Poker Progressive features an optional side bet 
called a progressive wager. The optional progressive 
wager considers the best possible hand from all of 
the players cards, and wins when the player has a Full 
House or higher. A 7-card Straight flush wins 100% of 
the jackpot meter. Folded hands do not qualify for the 
progressive wager.

PAYTABLE*
  •  7-Card Straight Flush: 100% of Meter

  •  5 Aces: 10% of Meter

  •  Royal Flush: 500 for 1

  •  Straight Flush: 100 for 1

  •  4 of a kind: 75 for 1

  •  Full House: 4 for 1
*Original Wager is not returned.

NOTES:



NOTES:

If You or Someone You Know Has a Gambling Problem,  
Help is Available. Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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