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The Disciples Divinity House
of the University of Chicago

Celebrating “the immigrants’ daughter”  
and an astonishing gift

Graduates sent forth at Convocation

April 16, 2016, would have been 
Ellen Marie Christine Gormsen 
Smith’s eighty-fifth birthday. On that 
day, friends, colleagues, and family—
husband Clyde Curry Smith, children 
Harald and Karen and their spouses, 
seven grandchildren, and extended 
family—gathered from far and near 
to celebrate her birthday and her life. 
There was an abundance to celebrate: 
friendships and family, to be sure, and 
also gifts of teaching and service, faith-
fulness, Danish heritage, and generos-
ity to the Disciples Divinity House. 
 Ellen Marie Christine Gormsen 
was born on April 16, 1931, in Lake-

wood, Ohio, to a Danish immigrant 
family within a Danish Brotherhood 
Community primarily established by 
her great-uncle, Jens (James) Gorm-
sen. Her father, Henry Emil Gormsen, 
had joined his uncle’s world in 1922; 
her mother, Louise Marie Jensen, 
came from Denmark to be his wife in 
1929. More than did her younger sis-
ter, Anna Margaret, she experienced 
what it meant to be the “immigrants’ 
daughter.”
 Ellen was educated at Bowling 
Green State University, Ohio, receiv-
ing the Bachelor of Science in Educa-
tion degree in 1953. On June 13 that 

On June 10, DDH marked the conclusion of its 121st academic year and celebrated four June graduates, Caroline Anglim 
(MA), Rachel Carbonara (MA), R. Danielle Cox (MDiv), and Van VanBebber (MA), and two House Scholars who antici-
pate graduation in December, Douglas Collins (MDiv) 
and Rachel Abdoler (MDiv). 
 Trustee Angela Kaufman, who is Minister to the 
University and Church Relations Officer at Texas 
Christian University, spoke on “Journeys of Grit and 
Grail” (see page 4).
 House Scholar Danielle Cox was ordained at First 
Christian Church, Houston, Texas, on June 25. House 
Scholar Van VanBebber, who already holds a JD from 
Columbia University Law School, will continue his 
exploration of theological resources to address “broken-
heartedness” among legal professionals. Ms. Anglim 
has been admitted to the PhD program in Religious 
Ethics at the Divinity School, and Ms. Carbonara has 
been admitted to the PhD program in Anthropology 
and Sociology of Religion at the Divinity School.

(continued on page 2)

same year, she married Clyde Curry 
Smith of Hamilton, Ohio, then a Dis-
ciples Divinity House Scholar who 
would receive the BD (1954), AM 
(1961), and PhD (1968) degrees from 
the Divinity School of the University 
of Chicago. After their Chicago years, 
they moved to Winnipeg, Canada, 
where their two children were born. 
In 1965, they moved to River Falls, 
Wisconsin, where Mr. Smith joined 
the faculty at the University of Wis-
consin—River Falls, and Mrs. Smith’s 
career eventually led to extensive pub-
lic service. 

Front (l to r): Kris Culp, Caroline Anglim, Rachel Carbonara  
Back: Doug Collins, Yvonne Gilmore, Danielle Cox, Angela Kaufman
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Clyde and their children Harald and 
Karen remember that Ellen always 
thought of herself as the “immigrants’ 
daughter.” It is true, she was proud of 
her Danish heritage. The willingness 
of her parents to risk a journey to a 
new land to begin life together—and 
the ambiguities of being the daughter 
of immigrants—would fuel and influ-
ence her own life over the years.... 
 Perhaps Ellen’s claimed immigrant 
daughter status caused her to stand 
with the founding fathers of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) who 
were immigrants themselves. Father 
Thomas and son Alexander Campbell 
were Scottish Presbyterian ministers 
who migrated to the colonies and set-
tled in the early 1800s in what today is 
known as West Virginia.
 At the time of Ellen’s years of faith 

development, Herald Monroe was the 
general secretary of the Ohio Soci-
ety of Christian Churches. One of 
his many visionary programs was the 
summer camp program that still influ-
ences Ohio Disciples youth to this 
day. He frequently told camp staff and 
the incoming youth, “Camp Chris-
tian was an experiment in practicing 
the Christian faith.” Think about it, 
in a way Herald was informing those 
young people that for that week, they 
would be immigrants in a different 
social landscape. They were to live out 
the Christian life for the week to the 
fullest of their abilities.  
 Young people such as Ellen, Clyde, 
and I heard him but didn’t appreci-
ate the depth of what he was saying 
until years later. At least I didn’t. It 
was no accident that in those heady 

years of church growth, most of the 
clergy and lay leadership in the Chris-
tian churches in Ohio were graduates 
of the experiment at Camp Christian. 
They became living examples of the 
wide parameters of the Christian life.
 Ellen, like many of us, was taught 
in church to read the scripture and, 
in study and prayer with other disci-
ples, discover her own voice and gift 
of faith. Like many of us, she heard 
teaching on texts such as 1 Corinthi-
ans 12:12, “Now there are varieties 
of gifts but the same spirit, and there 

Ellen Marie Smith (April 16, 1931-July 21, 2015)
Excerpts from a eulogy given by William E. Crowl
First Congregational Church, River Falls, Wisconsin  
April 16, 2016

 William E. Crowl, alumnus 
and former Associate Dean, gave 
the eulogy at the April 16 service. 
“Ellen’s whole adult life was marked 
by her work for the common good,” 
he observed. “Her family—parents, 
husband, and children—were central 
in her labors. But so, too, were the 
unnamed and unknown she encoun-
tered wherever she lived and worked.” 
 The Smiths had met at a church 
conference for college students in 
Ohio and served together as staff at 
Camp Christian. They were married 
in her home congregation, the Lake-
wood Christian Church. Those con-
nections in the Disciples of Christ 
grew deeper over the years. 
 In 2002, the Smiths called Bill 
Crowl to inquire about making a gift 
to the Divinity House. Mrs. Smith 

Astonishing gift 
(continued from page 1)

had received one-half of her parents’ 
estate. While profoundly appreciative 
for that, the Smiths said they “did not 
need the money.” Instead, they decid-
ed to create a charitable gift annuity 
with the Christian Church Founda-
tion that could provide income in 
retirement for Ellen with the residual 
ultimately benefitting the Disciples 
Divinity House. Bill Crowl, together 
with Gary Kidwell of the Foundation, 
worked with them to make that pos-
sible. 
 Ellen Smith’s family legacy, com-
bined with the Smiths’ shared com-
mitment to the Disciples of Christ 
and the Disciples Divinity House, 
provided for a significant gift to the 
Divinity House. They shepherded and 
shielded that gift, including reducing 
the payout of the annuity in 2009 
after the economic decline. 
 The Disciples Divinity House 
received a check earlier this year from 

the Christian Church Foundation for 
the magnificent sum of $329,380.37. 
After Ellen’s death, Clyde decided to 
terminate the gift annuity so that the 
residual could be distributed during 
his lifetime, and the check represent-
ed that distribution.
 This astonishing gift, provided by 
“the immigrants’ daughter,” is among 
the very largest that the Divinity House 
has ever received. The gift was fash-
ioned from the fullness and faithful-
ness of the lives of Ellen Marie Gorm-
sen Smith and Clyde Curry Smith. 
It was made all the more remarkable 
in that Clyde Smith made it possible 
for the Disciples Divinity House to 
receive the full fruition of their plans 
during his own lifetime. We are deep-
ly grateful for Ellen Smith, for Clyde 
Curry Smith, and for this astonishing 
gift—indeed, for the many remarkable 
gifts of the Smiths’ lives and work. 

(continued on page 7)
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Growth in Greensboro:
An internship year with FCC 
On May 15, House Scholar Judith Guy 
concluded her internship at First Chris-
tian Church, Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, where alumna Lee Hull Moses is  
Senior Minister. The internship, funded 
by DDH together with the congregation, 
provided a rich context and mentor for 
Ms. Guy to further develop pastoral 
skills and to explore the place of writing 
in pastoral life. She  shares a few of the 
highlights of her year in the following, 
excerpted from her farewell letter to the 
church.
 Everything has felt a bit surreal this 
week as I finish all that I have been 
working on here and do many tasks 
for the last time. I want to thank you 
all for the welcome, generosity, and 
openness you all have shared with me 
this past year. It has been an incred-
ible nine months.
 There are many memories that I 
will hold close to my heart in the years 
to come. Here are just a few that come 
to mind:
 I often shared Sunday night dinner 
with the PYF group (age three through 
second grade). One Sunday evening 
three of my young friends decided that 
they were volcanoes and when they 
finished their red drink or their food 
they would explode. Although when I 
shared concern they reassured me that 
I would not be harmed because the 
volcano would just explode straight 
up. Thank you God for laughter, sil-
liness, and the gift of children.
 I recall all the special services this 
year that have brought us closer to 
one another and to God. The min-

istry celebration when we welcomed 
twelve new members, to the hanging 
of the greens when the sanctuary was 
transformed, to Christmas Eve when 
we heard the many stories of the 
coming of Christ, to Ash Wednesday 
and all the return stories we heard 
through Lent that led us faithfully 
to Holy Week and into the resurrec-
tion. Thank you God for moments of 
experiencing the Holy and for a com-
munity of worship. 
 I loved being with you all as we 
celebrated the 99th birthday of this 
community. I loved seeing everyone 
dressed up, people getting pictures 
with the cut out figures, and our 1916 
potluck food. Thank you God for 
history, for stories, and all who have 
gone before us and laid the ground 
work for our ministry today.
 There are many other memories 
I will take with me as I begin a new 
part of my journey. It has been a good 
year. From my grand tour of Greens-
boro and the ice cream social you all 
planned for me last June to this com-
ing Sunday when I will break bread 
with you all one more time. I am 
grateful to be a part of this commu-
nity.
 My hope for you all is that you con-
tinue to envision new ways of being 
church together, and that you will 
continue to grapple with where God 
is leading you next. Even though I 
am leaving Greensboro, you all will 
be in my thoughts and prayers often.  
May the peace of Christ be with you 
always,
Judith Guy 

Internship in 
community change
House Scholar Virginia White 
will begin a year-long internship 
in Oakland, California, in August. 
She will work both with Week of 
Compassion, Vy Nguyen, Executive 
Director, and with the Oakland 
Peace Center, Sandhya Jha, Executive 
Director.
 Ms. White, who is a 2013 graduate 
of Rice University, has completed her 
second year of MDiv studies and her 
field education at Root and Branch 
Church. She will explore community 
leadership and change as vocations 
of ministry, and also gain experience 
in non-profit management and 
fundraising.  
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Journeys of  
Grit and Grail 
by Angela A. Kaufman
Convocation address  
June 10, 2016
Hebrews 12.1-2, 12-13

I bring warm salutations and con-
gratulations to you, this community 
of graduates. You have been prepar-
ing yourselves and being prepared 
for lives of public ministry and 
scholarship that will engage you and 
the world in profound and ongoing 
questions about the role of faith and 
belief, of tradition and ritual. 
 I would like to suggest that if the 
Divinity School has been your home, 
then this place, the Disciples Divin-
ity House, has been your family. It’s 
a family interconnected across gen-
erations—a family, like perhaps all 
families, with times of humor and 
hardship; a family, whose mission is 
to help one another grow individually 
and collectively, and in doing so serve 
the whole church and in the whole 
community of God. I am humbled to 
be here, and grateful to be part of the 
extended family, so to speak.
 Some of you know I landed late 
last night. There was a bit of an odd 
feeling getting off the plane, not sim-
ply because I was without my luggage, 
but because I landed alone. My spouse 
Jack and I are raising two young boys, 
Owen and Connor, who are five and 
seven years old respectively. Connor 

over the years has been a noisy but 
welcome travel companion, getting to 
know this House, this neighborhood, 
and this city. 
 One of the reasons I traveled alone 
this weekend is because Connor is 
home with the rest of my family, 
plodding forward with the ongoing 
basement renovation in our quaint, 
almost-100-year-old house nestled in 
the museum district of Fort Worth.
 This project has another name. It’s 
called the “I don’t know how much 
longer I can make it with one bath-
room and four people.” (I know some 
of you who’ve lived in the House can 
empathize with this, but I keep telling 
myself it’s helping me with the virtues 
of humility, fortitude, and speed.) 
And so this weekend, while I’m here, 
the family will be back in the base-
ment working.
 During our house projects, our 
boys have a favorite job, usually to 
go back and forth to the garage to 
retrieve the tools needed for the work. 
 Last weekend, we were sanding 
down what remained after removing a 
vinyl floor so old that it is not worthy 
of kind adjectives in this holy space. 
I sent Connor out for sandpaper for 
that floor. First he came back with the 
fine grain that we use for woodwork-
ing details. Then he came back with 
the medium grit that we used when 
finishing the deck. Finally, he came 
back with the heavy industrial grit 
that can only be used for the hardest 
of surfaces. It did the job, and he went 
back to fetching the rest of the tools.

Grit
I’ll come back to the sandpaper later, 
but for now let me say that we too, 
just like the churches and communi-
ties we may serve, have a collection 
of tools and talents amassed not for 
this project, but for this calling. At 
this place they have been honed and 
sharpened. Some are passions for 
knowledge and study that shape your 
academic and pastoral interests, and 
others are gifts of aptitude and skill 
that shape your contexts. All of these 
are needed as we forge into lives of 
ministry, service, and scholarship.
 Also important are the gifts of 
character and temperament. As I 
think back to that sandpaper, the one 
that comes to mind today in particu-
lar is what Aquinas called fortitude, 
but what I would refer to as grit.
 Talking about grit may make you 
wonder if being in Texas led to me 
watching too many John Wayne west-
erns. That’s really not the case. The 
truth is that in my context of higher 
education and even in parenting, 
no topic is getting as much atten-
tion right now at conferences and in 
research as that of resilience and grit. 
Social workers, psychologists, educa-
tors, business leaders and self-help 
coaches—everyone’s onto it. While 
in media the topic is oversaturated, 
and in schools the enthusiasm for it 
is outpacing the science, a reflection 
about grit, not the grit of sandpaper, 
but the grit of the spirit, is worthy of 
our attention.

Convocation speaker Angela Kaufman
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 What is grit? Yale psychologist and 
author Angela Duckworth is at the 
center of today’s conversations about 
grit. She defines grit simply as this: 
passion and perseverance as we move 
towards long term goals or, as I would 
say, as towards one’s calling. 
 I am certain that this place calls for 
just that—perseverance as you trans-
lated and exegeted texts and passion 
as you dug deep into a theological 
concept or into the communities you 
served for field education.
 It’s worth noting that the passion 
and perseverance she speaks of don’t 
just come into existence on their own. 
She describes predictors of grittiness. 
First she says we must have deep long-
lasting commitments that remind us 
why we are on the journey in the first 
place. 
 This space we occupy this evening 
connects us across the generations. 
This community is here because 
people such as Deans Ames, Blake-
more, Browning, and countless others 
before us had deep and tangible, long-
lasting commitments to theological 
education and its ability to transform 
and engage church and community. 
 Likewise, the faith traditions we 
each honor and represent are here 
because women and men before us 
had deep commitments to telling the 
story of a carpenter from Nazareth 
who turned the world upside down.  
 Each of you graduates have been 
intentionally naming and nurturing 
deep and long lasting commitments 
in yourselves, discerning the passion 
and purpose for which your gifts were 
called, and the commitments that will 
hold you up, not only as you move 
forward, but even in those times that 
you pause to discern and reassess—the 
times that are uncertain and even the 
times that are difficult.
 And so, grit requires deep com-
mitments, but, Duckworth says, grit 
also requires flexibility. Last week-
end, I noticed that the heavy grit 
itself of that sandpaper did its job, 
but not alone. It did so because the 
paper itself, while still keeping to its 

true nature and its intended purpose 
wasn’t rigid, it could flex to match the 
shape of whatever shape it encountered. 
 In an interview shortly before she 
passed, Maya Angelou described the 
flexibility of grit as the ability not just 
to bounce back but to bounce for-
ward. Having grit for ministry, for a 
life of truly engaged and intelligent 
faith, does not mean being unchange-

able on the journey, but instead adapt-
ing and flexing. I am certain that your 
journeys have cultivated flexibility as 
previous worldviews and theoretical 
frameworks have been challenged, 
and models have been tried and test-
ed. 
 Finally, Duckworth says that the 
number one predictor of grittiness

Litany for Concluding and Beginning

God our Creator, maker of the mountains and trees, of creatures great and 
small.

You have blessed us with the gift of life and taught us that our lives are inter-
connected.

In classrooms and hospital beds, on a bus of pastoral caregivers on 71st Street 
and Jeffrey, amidst the bustle of the Red Line, in conversation shared and 
meals enjoyed here at Disciples Divinity House.

Your Spirit indwells this place and leaves its mark on our lives. What we have 
learned is a bell which cannot be un-rung.

Source of Life, you have called us to think more deeply.  
Blessed is discourse.
Blessed is peer-editing.
Blessed is teaching and preaching,
Blessed is the space where minds are opened, where mystery and doubt is best 
paired with wonder and curiosity.
Blessed are cohorts, colleagues, professors, friends.

You have compelled and challenged us greatly. And even in the darkest hours, 
we continue to be held together by those who love us, time and time again. 

We offer our thanks, O God, for the saints who have gone before us, and for 
the saints who walk beside us today. Your Guiding Spirit which led them to 
invest their lives in the work of this place is the same Spirit which will lead us 
today and in the many days ahead. 

For our community, for our ancestors, parents, partners, siblings, children, 
and friends, we give thanks. 

Grant that we through Christ’s example, may walk in the way of your great 
love. Lead us not into the temptations of facile theologies or explanations, easy 
answers to a complex world. 

Empower us to do what is just, to stand up for our neighbors, to be cognizant 
of our privileges and the things we have yet to learn.

When we hesitate, embolden our own contributions and voices, and renew 
our charge to advocate for those whose voices all too often go unheard. 

When we stumble, help us forgive each other. Help us forgive ourselves.

Through you in whom all things are possible, ours is the journey forward.

 Amen.  
                           - Doug Collins

(continued on page 6)
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Grit and Grail
(Cont. from page 7)

is not skill sets or background. It’s 
whether or not the individual, or I 
would suggest, the community, has 
what she and others call a mindset 
for growth. 
 This is not growth as in the amass-
ing of money or title, nor growth that 
is solely concerned about increasing 
numbers in the pews and construct-
ing new buildings, but a mindset of 
growth that believes that we are cre-
ated with the capacity for change and 
development, or, as process theology 
might suggest, becoming instead of 
just being. In our context, it is a state 
of mind and heart that believes that 
we are created as children of God with 
the gifts of God and because of that, 
and not in spite of it, we are called not 
only to change as individuals, but to 
address the need for change in unjust 
systems and situations.

Grit and Grail
This idea of grit—this combination of 
a passionate purpose, flexibility, and a 
belief in possibility of and capacity for 
growth—got so much attention that 
Duckworth was awarded a MacArthur 
Fellowship for her work. I would sug-
gest that she was actually beaten to the 
punch by communities of faith who 
for centuries have been telling stories 
of grit. 
 The Jewish and Christian Scrip-
tures are ripe with these narratives: 
from the Israelites’ journey out of 
Egypt to Ruth’s steadfast determina-
tion, from Jeremiah’s years of perse-
cution to Paul’s acknowledgement 
of his own afflictions and injuries. 
These stories continue through the 
years, from the trials of Bonhoeffer 
to the work of Oscar Romero, to the 
prophetic works of perseverance and 
resistance occurring recently at Uni-
versity Church.
 The very walls of this space tell 
a story of grit as well, of those who 
protected and those who later sought 
out the grail. Sir Bors, Sir Percivale, 

and Sir Galahad sought out the grail 
and did so with commitment and pas-
sion. The entirety of their being, as 
individuals and as a community, was 
centered around a unifying belief that 
the grail was the ultimate symbol of 
Christ’s essence, life, and sacrifice.

Grit and Hope
Each of you truly have all the ingre-
dients of grit: the sense of purpose, 
the willingness to be flexible, the 
commitment to growth, and the pos-
sibility for change. Yet I’d suggest that 
people of the gospel story already have 
a tendency toward grittiness. We are 
rooted in and turn towards something 
else related to grit—and that is hope.
 We hope in a kingdom of God 
that we know is before us and yet, 
beyond us. We are also rooted in a 
hope that the work of the church and 
of your individual vocations will move 
forward—that you will indeed carry on 
stories and traditions, support com-
munities of faith, and address systems 
of injustice and harm.
 Hope and grit are inseparable. Ac-
cording to Walter Brueggeman, hope 
is the refusal to accept the reading of 
reality which is the majority opinion, 
the demand that we be subversive 
in doing so, and the refusal to turn 
towards despair. It takes hefty theo-
logical grit to do that kind of work. 
 It takes strong spiritual grit to be 
a hopeful people or perhaps it takes 
hope to have grit. Either way, through 
your time and endeavors here, you 
leave here today prepared for that 
quest just like the knights above you, 
and the saints before you.
 Recently I came across this descrip-
tion of this holy space: “The chapel’s 
abundant symbols beckon toward the 
holy, even while serving as a reminder 
that the quest for it is often long and 
difficult to keep.” 
 This milestone of commencement, 
this passing through, beckons us 
toward the holy, towards an acknowl-
edgement of where we’ve been, and 
as importantly perhaps, even towards 

a mystical vision of where we may be 
headed. It too reminds us that the 
quest is long and at times may seem 
difficult to keep. It may at times actu-
ally be difficult to keep. 
 Nonetheless, as you leave here, 
you do so having been formed by this 
place, and forming it in return. You 
leave gritty and ready, committed to 
the journey, the sacred quest, the holy 
race that must be run with passion 
and perseverance. 

Thanks be to God for your journey 
thus far and for all the journeys that 
lie ahead. Amen. 

Angela A. Kaufman has been Minister 
to the University and Church Relations 
Officer at Texas Christian University 
since 2004. She provides moral and 
ethical leadership for the campus, and 
works with student religious organiza-
tions and campus ministries in addition 
to leading the Office of Religious and 
Spiritual Life, the Robert Carr Chapel, 
and the Office of Church Relations. She 
earned her MDiv degree from the Divin-
ity School as a Disciples Divinity House 
Scholar and currently serves as a DDH 
trustee.

Dean Kris Culp and House Scholar 
Doug Collins after his Senior Ministry 
Thesis presentation, entitled, “Making 
Purple: Raising Babies, Finding God, 
and Making a Way out of No Way.”
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Ellen Marie Smith 
(continued from page 2)

are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activi-
ties all of them in everyone. To each 
is given the manifestation of the spirit 
for the common good.”
 Ellen’s whole adult life was marked 
by her work for the common good.  
Her family—parents, husband and 
children—were central in her labors.  
But so too were the unnamed and 
unknown she encountered where ever 
she lived and worked....
 Ellen was one who had the gifts 
of teaching and wisdom. She honed 
those gifts in her early professional 
life when she taught fifth graders in 
Markham. Her interest in health care 
issues was sharpened when she went 
to work for the University of Chicago 
clinics. 
 After Chicago, her volunteer work 
included many years of service on vari-
ous local, and state health planning 
agencies. In 1983 she received the 
Harold Ristow Award for outstanding 
volunteer on the Western Wisconsin 
Health Systems Agency board.

 In 1980 she began work as an 
administrative assistant in the depart-
ment of health, physical education, 
recreation and athletics of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, River Falls. She later 
became the Assistant to the Chancel-
lor for Affirmative Action and Equal 
Opportunity, and served until 1988.
 She indeed was an immigrants’ 
daughter who never forgot her origin 
or her servant call to share her gifts for 
the good of her family, her adopted 
state and university. For Ellen, it was 
just something that a follower of Jesus 
is called to do, serve others. …It didn’t 
matter who the stranger might be or 
where they might have been born. 
 Ellen’s work with the various health 
planning agencies, the university, the 
Tuesday club that scholarshiped stu-
dents or the years she worked with the 
Girl Scouts, she was engaged with all 
of God’s family by helping shape the 
precious gifts she saw in each person. 
As a teacher, her students were not 
confined to a classroom. They could 
be found everywhere.
 One of her last acts of generosity 
and gift sharing was to convey, with 
the whole-hearted support of Clyde, 

the Gormsen estate as a gift to Disci-
ples Divinity House at the University 
of Chicago. The funds are used for 
the purpose of supporting the young 
women and men preparing for minis-
try in the church, the academy and/or 
service organizations. Her legacy will 
continue for unlimited years to come.
 Ellen was an immigrant’s daugh-
ter. But her family grew to include 
even the stranger.  All were welcome 
in her earthly home, work and life. 
She was genuinely interested in the 
person seated across from her. She 
loved telling stories of her family and 
she was very proud of her children 
and grandchildren. She was the immi-
grants’ daughter who answered the call 
to serve the whole family of God. 

Bill Crowl and Clyde Curry Smith

Holy Grail window restored

Master craftsman John Clark (pictured next to Dean Culp) together with Neal 
Vogel and Restoric, Inc., cleaned, re-leaded, and restored the glorious chancel 
window in the Chapel of the Holy Grail, including repair of its surrounding lime-
stone tracery. The window is a signature work of the renowned Charles J. Con-
nick Studios of Boston. Color and light radiate all the more brilliantly through the 
window, thus amplifying the enduring quest for the holy grail of justice, truth, and 
communion that the window and the traditions of the House inspire.
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4 House Scholars + 4 sermons x April 3 = COFFEE! 

Harris begins 
service

Four House Scholars preached in 
four Illinois Valley Cluster Disciples 
congregations on April 3. Their hono-
rarium was a commercial-grade coffee 
maker and warmer, and a generous 
supply of coffee. 
 Hannah Fitch and Colton Lott 
“brewed” the idea in collaboration 
with the Illinois Valley Cluster. 
Amidst the rigors of spring quarter, 
the gift has already been a source of 
perseverance and encouragement, 
and will continue to be an enduring 
gift to House students in the future. 

Preaching for coffee (l to r) were: Van VanBebber (graduating MA) at First Christian 
Church, Peoria; Colton Lott (first year MDiv) at First Christian Church, Pekin, Illinois; 
Danielle Cox (graduating MDiv) at First Christian Church, Creve Coeur; and Hannah 
Fitch (first year MDiv) at Sunnyland Christian Church, Washington.

Allen V. Harris has begun service as 
an ex-officio member of the Board of 
Trustees. In April 2015, the Regional 
Board of the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) Capital Area called 
him to serve as the Regional Minister. 
The CCCA is one of two regions with 
which DDH has comity. 
 Mr. Harris, an MDiv graduate 
of Brite Divinity School, has served 

congregations in Cleveland, Ohio; 
New York, New York; and Grapevine, 
Texas. 
 He has served on a number of 
committees and commissions at both 
the local and regional expressions of 
church. These include the Commis-
sion on the Ministry for the Christian 
Church in Ohio, the General Board 
and Administrative Committee of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Disciples Peace Fellowship, 
Disciples Justice Action Network, and 

GLAD Alliance. We welcome Allen 
Harris’s service. 

Grant resources 
young leaders
Disciples Divinity House has been 
awarded a third and final grant of 
$15,000 from the Oreon E. Scott 
Foundation for two peer driven projects 
in leader development:1) the ongoing 
Constructive Theologies Project 
and 2) another young clergy leaders 
retreat. These creative  experiments 
were initiated by current students and 
alumni/ae. Associate Dean Yvonne 
Gilmore is the project director. 
   Both initiatives move “the House” 
beyond “the House,” insofar as 
the reach of each project extends 
beyond current students, not only to 
alumni/ae, but also to other emerging 
Disciples theological leaders, and to 
former ecumenical classmates at the 
Divinity School.

   These projects were launched, tested, 
and generously supported by the Scott 
Foundation in collaboration with 
DDH and the Divinity School over 
the last two years, to great success. 
The Constructive Theologies Project 
has made space for young thought 
leaders to cultivate innovative ideas 
that “move” across racial, vocational, 
intellectual and economic lines to 
address challenges and possibilities 
that face the Disciples of Christ. 
   CTP meets face to face twice a year; 
and in between online on Google 
hangout. They also gather in virtual 
space on a blog to resource one another 
as peer leaders, constructivetheologies.
org/, and to engage and enhance the 
resources of the church. The blog is 
meant as a space to incite and sharpen 
a bold theological response to the 
racial realities of society and church.

   The grant also provides for 
expansion of the model of young 
clergy leader development with two 
different cohorts of leaders that 
will incubate an intergenerational 
model. In their April meeting, the 
Alumni/ae Council talked about 
the long arc of ministry, the gifts of 
younger clergy leaders, and the role 
of intergenerational conversation 
with clergy from different ministry 
settings in kindling leadership. Their 
observations and anecdotes about 
their own complex ministries and 
identities and the value of multiple 
interests and conversation partners 
for their sustained leadership and 
transformation helped to shape this 
model. The retreat is being planned 
for fall 2017. 
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Find more news and more details at 
http://ddh.uchicago.edu and on our 
Facebook page, Disciples Divinity 
House of the University of Chicago

Gilead Church Chicago doesn’t yet exist 
in the Rogers Park neighborhood, but 
its website has been launched at Gilead-
chicago.org. Rebecca Anderson (2007) 
explains, “We are open and affirming, 
anti-racist, local, organic, slow-church, 
just peace, free range, real butter Chris-
tians.” She also hosted a DDH Story-
Hour themed “Taking the plunge” on 
February 29 (Leap Day).

Frank Burch Brown (1974) delivered 
three James W. Richards Lectures at the 
University of Virginia, March 15-17, 
on “The Aesthetics of Forgiveness: 
Imagining Forgiveness Artistically.” He 
has been named Editor in Chief of the 
Oxford Encyclopedia of Religion and the 
Arts in the West since 1500, to be pub-
lished in print and online as part of the 
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Reli-
gion, for which he is Senior Editor in 
Religion and the Arts.

Kristel Clayville (2001) has been 
appointed Visiting Assistant Professor 
at St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indi-
ana, for 2016-17.

House Scholar Devon Crawford is in 
South Africa this summer, assisting on a 
Boston University research project.

Bill Crowl (1962) and Dolores High-
baugh spoke about the work of the 
Chicago Disciples Union (CDU) at a 
DDH Forum in May. They focused on 
the tumultuous and creative period of 
the 1960s, when they worked together 
in the CDU to advance an interracial 
church.

Kris Culp (1982; dean) gave a lecture, 
“Stopping by Rothko,” for the UnCom-
mon Core during the University’s 
Alumni/ae Weekend.

Julian DeShazier (trustee) was featured 
in the cover article of the March 2 Chi-
cago Reader. He also released his first 
album, Lemonade.

Marshall Dunn (1965; trustee) received 
the Lifelong Leadership Award from 
Hiram College on June 18. The award 
recognizes “an ‘unsung hero’ who has 
dedicated a lifetime to the betterment 
of his/her community.” 

Liv Gibbons (2008) and Elijah Buck 
welcomed their second daughter, Sigrid 
(“Ziggy”), to the world on December 3, 
2015.

Yvonne Gilmore (2001; associate dean) 
spoke at Park Manor Christian Church 
for Women’s Day Weekend, at the 
Divinity School’s Open Space, and at 
First Unitarian Church of Chicago for 
the Martin Luther King Jr Sunday. She 
also co-facilitated anti-racism training 
for the OGMP Search Committee, the 
NAPAD Executive Search team, and 
Reach Beyond Mission. 

Ana Gobledale (1975), together with 
Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson (2009) and 
others, has launched a website with 
resources for progressive liturgy called 
Worship Words, www.worshipwords.
co.uk.

Rachel Graaf Leslie (2011) serves as 
Advisor for Public Diplomacy and Out-
reach in the U.S. State Department’s 
Office of Religion and Global Affairs. 
She arranged for Shaun Casey, the U.S. 
Special Representative for Religion and 
Global Affairs, to speak at the Divinity 

News School’s Wednesday Lunch on  April 
13, and was present herself.

W. David Hall (1989) has been pro-
moted to Professor of Religion and Phi-
losophy at Centre College in Danville, 
Kentucky.

Congratulations to Jeff and Laura Hol-
linger Antonelli (2001) on the birth of 
their second son, Parker Ross on May 5.

Lee Hull Moses (2001; trustee) has a 
book, More than Enough: Living Abun-
dantly in a Culture of Excess, forthcom-
ing from Westminster John Knox Press 
this fall.

Assistant Administrator Daette Lam-
bert, (pictured above on right) and 
House Scholar Mark Lambert, and big 
brother Hogan welcomed the arrival of 
Valen Michael Lambert on March 31. 
Sarah Rohde (pictured above on left) 
and Andrew Packman (House Scholar) 
welcomed Benjamin Isaac Rohde Pack-
man to the world on Easter Monday, 
March 28. 

Michael LeChevallier (former resi-
dent) and Victoria Flores were married 
in April. Michael continues in the PhD 
program in Religious Ethics.

Cynthia Lindner 
(1979; trustee) 
is the author of 
Varieties of Gifts: 
Multiplicity and 
the Well Lived 
Pastoral Life (Row-
man Littlefield), 
which explores 
how to cultivate a 
rich pastoral iden-
tity, navigate congregational conflict, 
and embrace change in life-giving ways.
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In memoriam
Frances U. Genung died May 18 in 
Claremont, California. She was 97.
 Raised in Ohio, Frances Ulrich 
received her BA from Oberlin Col-
lege in 1939. While earning her MA 
in Religious Education from Chi-
cago Theological Seminary, she met 
and married University of Chicago 
seminarian and DDH Scholar Dan B. 
Genung. They would raise four chil-
dren and share sixty-five years of life 
and work before Mr. Genung’s death 
in 2008.
 After graduation, the Genungs 
were called by the Christian Mis-
sionary Society to Disciples facilities 
in south central Los Angeles that had 
been vacated when its previous con-
gregants, Japanese American citizens, 
were confined in detention camps 
during the war. They established the 
All Peoples Christian Church and 
Center in 1942, creating childcare 
and youth programs and building a 
racially diverse congregation.
 Frances began a 25-year career as an 
elementary school teacher while con-
tinuing ministry with Dan at Ocean- 
side First Christian Church (1956-64), 
Foothill Christian Church (1964-70), 
and Mount Hollywood Congregation-
al Church UCC (1970-84). In retire-
ment, the Genungs moved to Pilgrim 
Place, where Frances was an active vol-
unteer and leader.
 The Genungs strongly supported 
the mission of Disciples Divinity 
House over the years. (Mr. Genung 
was honored as Distinguished Alum-
nus in 1993.) A generous gift through 
their estate ensures that their support 
will continue for future generations.  
 She is survived by her children, 
David, Linda (McKown), Carol (Wil-
son), Bruce; ten grandchildren; five 
great grandchildren; and four great 
great grandchildren. 
 A celebration of her life was held 
July 9 at Pilgrim Place.

Allison Lundblad (2012) has been 
called to the Christian Church of 
Arlington Heights, Illinois, as its 
minister beginning September 1.

Stephanie Paulsell (1985), Kevin 
Madigan (former resident), and 
their daughter have been in Rome on 
sabbatical. Stephanie reflects on those 
experiences in relation to Pentecost in 
“On the verge of comprehension,” in 
The Christian Century.

Administrator Marsha Peeler received 
a kidney transplant in April. She is now 
back to work and doing well.

Santiago Piñón (1998) has published 
“‘The Box’ and the Dark Night of the 
Soul: An Autoethnography from the 
Force of Losing a Child in the Delivery 
Room,” in the Online Journal of Health 
Ethics, 12(1). 

Double congratulations to Kyle Rader 
(former resident) and Verena Meyer on 
the birth of twins, Peter and Rasmus, 
on January 18. Make that triple: Kyle 
received his PhD in Theology from the 
Divinity School in March.

Katherine Raley (2008) is now the 
Interim Minister of First Christian 
Church, Columbia, South Carolina. 

Sozo Health Ministry, led by John Chea-
dle Rich (2001) at Patchwork Central 
in Evansville, Indiana, was recognized 
at Leadership Evansville’s Celebration 
of Leadership as the Project Award win-
ner in the Health and Social Service cat-
egory. John was at DDH in April to talk 
about his work. 

Congratulations to Matt Rosen (2003) 
and Della Hoffman on the birth of 
Everett John William Rosen on August 
24, 2015. 

Garry Sparks (2001) received a 2016 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) summer research grant. He recently 
published “How ’Bout Them Sapotes: Men-
dicant Translations and Maya Corrections 
in Early Indigenous Theologies,” CR: The 
New Centennial Review 16 (Spring 2016).

Interactive Design Architects (IDEA), 
where Paul Steinbrecher (trustee) is a 
partner, is one of two firms chosen to 
design The Obama Foundation and 
Presidential Center. 

Congratulations to Diana Ventura 
(former resident), who received a PhD 
in Practical Theology from Boston 
University on May 14. Former resident 
Claire Wolfteich was a member of her 
committee.

Kerry Waller Dueholm (2000), who 
received an MA in Pastoral Counseling 
from Loyola University, led two 
workshops on Mental Health First 
Aid for the Divinity School’s Ministry 
Program during winter quarter.

Norman Wells (1965) and Gary 
Mundinger stopped by DDH for a 
surprise visit in April.

William Wright (1995) and Rosemary 
Carbine (former resident) each have 
a chapter in The Gift of Theology: 
The Contribution of Kathryn Tanner, 
published by Fortress Press in December 
2015.

House resident Rachel Carbonara and 
House Scholar Joel Brown enjoying the 
annual DDH Memorial Day BBQ

House Scholar Mark Lambert and Paul 
Steinbrecher at Monday night dinner
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Thomas Virgil Stockdale died June 9 
in St. Louis. He was 82. 
 An eloquent and poetic thinker 
as well as a beloved and insightful 
leader, he served the historic Union 
Avenue Christian Church for fifteen 
years as its Senior Minister. In his 
work and life, the arts of ministry 
spanned preaching, worship, social 
change, education, administration, 
community outreach, and also the 
arts of poetry, music, visual arts, and 
film.
 Born to Catherine and Virgil 
Stockdale on July 27, 1933, in Peo-
ria, Illinois, Tom Stockdale became 
class president of his high school and 
received his BS degree from Bradley 
University in Peoria in 1955. That 
same year he married Patricia Gibson. 
They would raise four children and 
share 61 years of marriage, a marriage 
that their children describe as “one of 
those rare friendships and loves that 
lasted a lifetime.”
 In 1956, Mr. Stockdale entered 
the University of Chicago as a Dis-
ciples Divinity House Scholar, from 
which his older brother Jim was 
a recent graduate. Tom Stockdale 
earned his BD degree from the Divin-
ity School in 1960 and was ordained. 
He served congregations in Michigan, 
Ohio, Kansas, and Nebraska before 
becoming Senior Minister of Bethany 
Christian Church in the Capital Area 
Region, where his significant ministry 
included the establishment of the Ste-
vens Ministerial Fund, which contin-

ues to support Disciples 
seminarians at DDH 
and elsewhere.
 In 1986, he was 
called to Union Ave-
nue, where he was 
devoted to congrega-
tional life and worship 
and to community out-
reach initiatives includ-
ing opening the doors 
of the church to Food 
Outreach, which fed 
men living with HIV/
AIDS. He was instru-

mental in welcoming youth groups 
from all over the country to stay in 
the Urban Mission Inn and serve in 
various ministries in St. Louis. A lover 
of the arts, he encouraged and sup-
ported the congregation’s stellar choir 
and for the music director to begin 
the Union Avenue Opera Theater. In 
retirement, he was honored with the 
title of Minister Emeritus.
 He was a founding creator of the 
Interfaith Sidebar (Film and Faith) 
of the St. Louis Film Festival. He was 
an avid photographer, golfer, and a 
lover of Labrador retrievers. He was 
a patron of the arts in many forms 
including music, visual arts, cinematic 
arts, theater, and poetry.
 Mr. Stockdale served more than 
once on the DDH Alumni/ae Coun-
cil. In 2006, he helped to assemble 
and edit a collection of prayers by 
alumni/ae, Winged Words: Prayers for 
Common Worship and Common Life, 
with Sandhya Jha, Phil Points, and 
Dean Kris Culp. 
 His keen words and observations 
were prized by fellow alumni/ae. For 
example, in his 2004 memorial of 
Wayne Selsor, published in the DDH 
Bulletin, he wrote: Selsor knew how to 
coax a Holy Spirit out of sacred earthy 
stuff, which is to say - he knew we are 
never fully spirit or body, until we are a 
joyous, playful, bright, intelligent, and 
redeemed unity of both.... Selsor was a 
unique spokesman for the life of faith: 
Godly, human, and winsome. We might 
substitute “Tom Stockdale” for “Selsor.”

 In addition to his wife Pat and his 
brother Jim, he is survived by four 
children, Pam Milley (Roy Krieger), 
Peggy Stockdale (Michael Heck), Tim 
Stockdale (Liz), and Katie Horner; 
nine grandchildren; and his trusted 
Labrador, Harry Truman. 
 A memorial service will be held 
July 30 at Union Avenue Christian 
Church in St. Louis.

Stephen H. Webb died March 5 in 
Brownsburg, Indiana. He was 54.
 Mr. Webb taught philosophy and 
religion at Wabash for 25 years, from 
1987-2012. A 1983 summa cum laude 
BA graduate of Wabash College, he 
completed his MA and PhD at the 
Divinity School of the University of 
Chicago as a Disciples Divinity House 
Scholar.
 He returned to Wabash College in 
1987, where he had a double appoint-
ment in Religion and Philosophy, and 
“was known for the energy, wit, and 
learning that he brought to the class-
room, and the immense care that he 
showed for his students.” 
 His many books include Re-Fig-
uring Theology: The Rhetoric of Karl 
Barth; On God and Dogs: A Christian 
Theology of Compassion for Animals; 
The Gifting God: A Trinitarian Ethics 
of Excess; Jesus Christ, Eternal God: 
Heavenly Flesh and the Metaphysics of 
Matter; and, most recently, Mormon 
Christianity: What Other Christians 
Can Learn from the Latter-Day Saints. 
He published numerous articles and 
reviews.
 He is survived by his spouse, Diane 
Timmerman, their five children, his 
parents, and a brother. 
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Danielle Cox (2012) was ordained June 25 at the First Christian Church 
in Houston. Terri Owens (1999) preached. Kris Culp (1982), Cynthia Lind-
ner (1979), Stephanie McLemore (1992), Allie Lundblad (2012), and House 
Scholars Rachel Abdoler and Colton Lott were among the participants. 
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