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GAY MARRIAGE

Q&A with gay rights advocate Evan Wolfson
By Kathryn Masterson
RedEye, May 17, 2004

Evan Wolfson has been pushing for gay marriage ever since writing a Harvard Law School paper in 1983 on same-sex couples' right to marry. Later, as an attorney, he helped with same-sex marriage cases in Hawaii, Vermont (which led to civil unions there) and Massachusetts. Now the executive director of the advocacy group Freedom to Marry, Wolfson, 47, continues the fight for the right of gay and lesbian couples to wed. Wolfson was recently in Chicago, and he sat down with RedEye to answer a few questions.

How do you feel going into Monday? I do feel a tremendous sense of happiness that these families are going to be able to make the statement of commitment and secure the protections they're entitled to, and that everyone else is going to get a chance to see that families are helped and no one is hurt. And I feel great happiness because I really believe that once it is a reality, the opposition will diminish much quicker than people think. ... It's not going to be easy, but in some ways, the truly hard part is now behind us.

Is the court system the best way to fight for gay marriage? It's absolutely right that couples who are denied marriage turn to the courts. At the same time ... I've always said for true and lasting social change in democracy such as ours ... it's not enough to just leave it to the courts. Political organizing and public education must accompany litigation.

Should Illinois couples that get married elsewhere come back here and go through the courts to get their marriage recognized? That's skipping ahead a couple steps. When those couples come home from Massachusetts, they are legally married. ... In America, we don't believe that marriage is like a parking ticket you have to get validated ... you don't have to do anything to have your marriage validated or recognized--you are married. You live your life ... and that's what these couples are going to do.

Why should younger people get involved in the fight for gay marriage? I think it's important that we empower young people to speak out and get involved and help in this civil rights moment so they can be the ones to make it happen sooner rather than later. What the right wing is trying to do now is push through a constitutional amendment that would tie the hands of states and all future generations to prevent these young people from making this decision on their own terms.

How big a deal was it to have our mayor (Daley) come out in support of gay marriage? I think that sent a real message to the rest of the country. ... Right here in the heartland, in the leading city of the country's Midwest, you have the non-gay, older, white Catholic mayor saying, "I support marriage equality." ... That really resonates, and we need Mayor Daley to speak out more often. 
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