
 

 

2018 Oklahoma Wheat Harvest Begins In South 

and Central Oklahoma Over the Memorial Day 

Weekend 

Report By: the Oklahoma Wheat Commission 

Harvest for the 2018 season has begun in Oklahoma with combines rolling in the Southwestern part of 

the state over the Memorial Day weekend.  While much of the crop has been abandoned due to severe 

drought conditions in Western regions of the state, some elevator locations in the South-central corridor 

have been reporting decent yields and favorable qualities on the wheat that is being harvested. (The 

South-central corridor received rains in the early spring that were timely and benefitted the wheat.) We 

have also had reports of wheat harvest beginning in central regions of the state around the Okarche, 

Kingfisher, Loyal and Omega areas.  While early reports are showing favorable proteins and test weights 

on the wheat being harvested, many elevator locations in the Western part of the state predict this will 

be one of the fastest wheat harvest they have ever seen. This is based on all the acres abandoned due to 

the severe drought conditions that have plagued this part of the state since October. It is important to 

note we have also seen a decline in wheat acres due to increased cotton, sesame and soybean plantings. 

(One elevator location mentioned they hope to take in 10 percent of what they would in a normal year due 

to the drought and increased plantings of other crops.)  Producers are also hopeful the predicted storms 

tonight and Wednesday will pass thru without causing any damage. 

Grandfield- Wheat harvest has just started in this region with most of the custom cutters now in town.  

On the wheat that was harvested over the weekend, test weights were running at 62 to 63 lbs./bu. Early 

protein reports were showing ranges from 11.5 to 12%.  Yields from some of the producers have been 

reported better than expected with some reports of 40 to 50 bushel averages. 

Frederick- Early reports from this region before the weekend had reports of one load of wheat coming in 

at 12.7% moisture, 62 lbs./bu. and protein at 12%.  No yields from the weekend have been reported, 

although based on abandonment in the Western half, it is predicted that harvest will move rather quickly 

with little wheat harvested. 

Snyder- This region took in over 85,000 bushels of grain over the weekend and harvest is just starting to 

move at full speed.  Reports so far on test weights have been exceptional with most of the wheat weighing 

60 lbs./bu. or better.  There have been a couple loads where weights were running 58lbs./bu.  The quality 

of the wheat has not had much dockage. Yields in this area have been reported all over the board ranging 

from the low 20’s to mid 40’s.  No proteins have been reported. 

Altus/Lone Wolf- Test weights on the wheat in this region have been averaging 60 to 62lbs./bu.  Proteins 

on the wheat to this point have been ranging from 10.5 to 12.5%, with more of the wheat coming in at 

that 11.5 to 12% protein range.  No yields have been reported, although it is predicted that harvest will 

move extremely fast due to decline in planted acres of wheat and abandonment from the drought. 



Sentinel- As of Tuesday morning, one sample was tested but the moisture was too high.  Producers are 

hopeful they will be able to start harvest within the next day or two in this region.  

Clinton- As of Tuesday morning, no wheat had been taken in this region.   

Hinton-  As of Tuesday morning, no wheat had been taken in this region. 

Union City- One sample was taken at 14% moisture as of Tuesday morning, so producers are hopeful that 

within in the next day harvest will get rolling in this region. 

Banner- As of Tuesday morning, no wheat had been taken in this region. 

Okarche- Wheat harvest has begun in this region on Memorial Day, with a few loads received. Test 

weights on the earlier harvested wheat was lower with ranges from the mid 50’s to 58lbs./bu.  Protein 

averages on earlier reports are coming in much better than the past couple years with ranges of 12 to 

14% being reported.  No yields were reported at this time. 

Kingfisher- Harvest began over the weekend in this region with test weights averaging anywhere from 60 

to 62lbs./bu.  Proteins have been reported from as low as 10.9% to as high as 14%. Most of the proteins 

are coming in at 11.5% or higher on this earlier harvested wheat.  Some yields have been reported to be 

making in the mid 40’s on what has been received so far.  Keep in mind, west of the Kingfisher trade 

territory, much of the wheat has been abandoned due to the persistent drought conditions that have 

existed since October.  

Omega- Harvest has begun in this region on some of the earlier planted and heavily grazed wheat. Yields 

on the earlier wheat were reported to be making in the low 20’s.  Test weights were being reported at 56 

to 58lbs./bu.  Protein on one load of wheat was reported at 17.4 percent and that variety was Doublestop 

CL+.  Producers are hopeful they will get into wheat that have better test weights and yields in this area 

towards the end of the week.   

 

Below see the 90 day rainfall accumulation map courtesy of the Oklahoma Mesonet.  Lack of timely 

moisture in Northwest and North Central Oklahoma show areas that have been impacted with 

abandoned wheat acres and predicted lower yields.  For more up to date weather information and 

forecast click on http://www.mesonet.org 

 

The next harvest report from the Oklahoma Wheat Commission will be published on Tuesday, June 4, 

2018! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mesonet.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


