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Elements of a Grain 

Dust Explosion

Characteristics/Ignition 

Sources

Prevention Strategies



}Late 1970õs a series of devastating grain 
elevator explosions left 59 people dead and 
49 injured

}In 1987 OSHA published the Grain Handling 
Standard 29 CFR 1910.272 addressing 
several hazards associated with the handling 
of grain.
Ɓ1910.272 Appendix A ðMeans of achieving 

performance goals outlined in the standard. 
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}Seven Grain Dust Explosions reported in the U.S. 
in 2017

}Type of Facility
ƁPet Food Plant ð1
ƁGrain Mill ð1
ƁGrain Elevators - 5

}Five Fatalities 

}Twelve Injuries 
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}Locations:
ƁWisconsin - 2

ƁIowa ð1

ƁIndiana ð1

ƁNebraska ð1 

ƁOregon - 1 

ƁMinnesota - 1
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