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During these challenging times, 
it can be difficult to know how to 
respond. The Jewish Community 
Relations Council/AJC is addressing 
this dynamic head on. We do not 
succumb to despair and inaction. 
Our work must, and does, persevere 
regardless of the circumstances. 

Upholding the legacy of JCRC, 
we are foremost dedicated to 
representing our community. 
We ensure that even in the most 
turbulent of times, Jewish Detroit 
shines. From moments of fear and 
uncertainty, like the 2017 wave 
of bomb threats against Jewish 
institutions, to the many uplifting and 
affirmative moments that take place throughout the year, we make sure  
that Jewish Detroit’s story is accurately told and widely broadcast. 

Our efforts to build bridges between the Jewish community and our diverse 
neighbors are deeply important. Even in this difficult environment, we see day 
after day that many people are yearning to come together. 
 
Our interfaith and intergroup initiatives – from lectures to volunteer projects – 
continue to grow and draw record crowds. We believe this reflects a desire to find 
common ground and to build meaningful relationships. 

We have elevated our advocacy work by leveraging AJC’s global infastructure. 
Our anti-Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) legislative victory delivered a 
decisive blow to those who seek to undermine Israel’s very right to exist. When 
time and again international bodies – like UNESCO – challenged the Jewish 
people’s ancient connection to the land, we pressed back with our partner AJC. 
At this time when it is critical to raise our voices for the values we cherish and 
issues we hold dear, we have empowered our supporters to take their case to 
elected officials and Consuls General through advocacy and action. 

We hope the activities detailed in the following pages inspire you. They reflect 
a robust agenda and dynamic programming calendar. If you have attended a 
meeting, tutored a student, volunteered for a project, come to a program, or 
responded to an advocacy alert, we thank you. For those who supported us 
financially – we are deeply grateful. To all who have not been involved with us 
yet, now is the time. Join us as we sail these rocky waters – together. 

Alicia B. Chandler    David Kurzmann
President    Executive Director

OUR MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITY
From the headlines to social media newsfeeds, we face a constant barrage  
of information, much of which is difficult to absorb. These events are compounded by 
many who say that we are now a nation that is historically divided and polarized...
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Reporters turn to JCRC/AJC for articulate spokespeople, informed 
perspective, and vetted resources. JCRC/AJC expresses our community’s 
public positions and advances fair and accurate reporting by meeting 
regularly with reporters, editors and media leaders; arranging briefings 
and interviews with Israeli dignitaries and experts; promoting favorable 
editorial positions through Op-eds and letters to the editor; and 
scrutinizing daily news coverage.

SPEAKING OUT ON CRUCIAL ISSUES
When a wave of bomb threats targeted Jewish institutions across the 
country, including several in Metro Detroit, JCRC/AJC provided a clear 
voice to the media expressing our community’s concerns while conveying 
its vigilance and resilience. JCRC/AJC arranged numerous broadcast and 
print interviews, and authored opinion pieces and letters to the editor 
in the Detroit Free Press, Detroit News and Jewish News, on critical 
issues affecting the community including: the U.N.’s anti-Israel bias, the 
landmark Memorandum of Understanding for U.S. military aid to Israel, 
anti-Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) legislation prohibiting the 
State of Michigan from contracting with businesses that boycott Israel, and 
reflections on the 50th anniversary of the Six-Day War and hopes for a 
future peace. Supporting our immigrant neighbors, JCRC/AJC leadership 
expeditiously issued statements, and highlighted new advances in 
Muslim-Jewish and other interfaith relations when appearing on WDIV-4’s 
Flashpoint, WXYZ-7’s Spotlight on the News and CW50’s Street Beat.

SHARING ISRAEL’S STORY 
Detroit’s media leaders were introduced to the new Israeli Consul General 
to the Midwest Aviv Ezra at JCRC/AJC’s annual media luncheon, gaining 
an insider’s view on the historic strength of the U.S.-Israel relationship 
including a personal account of the Israeli diplomat’s experience in 
Washington, D.C. during the development of Iron Dome. Bringing 
Israel’s perspective directly to the media, JCRC/AJC facilitated editorial 
briefings with the Detroit Free Press and Detroit News. We also arranged 
interviews with the Hon. Mr. Ezra, Ambassador Dennis Ross, Professor Alan 
Dershowitz, and Dr. Deborah Lipstadt during their Detroit visits on WJR’s 
Paul W. Smith, Frank Beckmann, Guy Gordon and Mitch Albom Shows and 
WDET’s Detroit Today and All Things Considered, and WWJ Newsradio. 
JCRC/AJC presented Israel’s case to the media, illustrating the Michigan-
Israel connection and demonstrating why Israel is a local story, during 
briefings on Israel and the Middle East for the newsrooms of WXYZ-7  
and WWJ Newsradio. 
 
PROMOTING THE STORIES OF JEWISH DETROIT
Connecting the media to the Detroit Jewish community, JCRC/AJC ensured 
the essential stories of our community received significant coverage. 
JCRC/AJC conducted comprehensive public relations campaigns resulting 
in a host of print feature stories and television and radio interviews for 
Bookstock, Mitzvah Day, A Shared Future (Muslim-Jewish Lecture Series), 
NCJW-Greater Detroit’s Back 2 School Store, NEXTGen Detroit’s Pitch for 
Detroit, the Jewish Federation/JDC’s Hope Against Hate community event, 
Jewish Family Service’s Annual Event, and community forums featuring 
Professor Alan Dershowitz at Temple Beth El and Ambassador Dennis Ross 
at Congregation Shaarey Zedek.

MEDIA RELATIONS
JCRC/AJC is the public face of the Detroit Jewish community  
and the media’s central address for stories on Israel, Judaism,  

and local, national and global events that affect our community.

Jewish Federation CEO Scott Kaufman, Fox 2 Anchor Huel Perkins, Beverly K. Phillips 
and David Kurzmann at JCRC/AJC’s annual Media Luncheon.

WXYZ-7 Editorial Director Chuck Stokes, AJC’s Director of Muslim-Jewish Relations 
Bob Silverman, and David Kurzmann on the set of Spotlight on the News.

David Kurzmann and Beverly K. Phillips meet with the members of the  
WWJ Newsradio team led by News Director Rob Davidek.

Israeli Consul General to the Midwest Aviv Ezra chats with Detroit Free Press 
Columnist Rochelle Riley.
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JCRC/AJC champions Israel’s case to civic, political and religious leaders 
and connects Israeli dignitaries to Detroit’s policy makers and opinion 
leaders. Serving as the media’s key resource on Israel, JCRC/AJC stands 
up to challenges against Israel’s legitimacy and security, and prepares 
community members of all ages to become effective Israel advocates. 

COMBATING THE BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT,  
AND SANCTIONS (BDS) MOVEMENT 
Support for Israel‘s business and cultural relationship with Michigan was 
enshrined into law under two bills championed by State Representatives  
Robert Wittenberg and Al Pscholka. This bipartisan effort was a historic step  
in preventing companies who boycott Israel from contracting with the State  
of Michigan. With the help of Jewish Federation leader Dennis Bernard,  
JCRC/AJC spearheaded the effort to pass anti-boycott legislation in 
coordination with other community partners. After signing the bills into 
law, making Michigan the 16th state to enact this legislation, Governor Rick 
Snyder signed on to AJC’s Governors United Against BDS statement, joining 
all 50 U.S. Governors in declaring “the goals of the BDS movement are 
antithetical to…the values of our respective states, our support for Israel as a 
vital U.S. ally, important economic partner and champion of freedom.” 

GAINING ALLIES FOR ISRAEL
JCRC/AJC Executive Director David Kurzmann took part in the United  
Jewish Foundation’s Israel Economic Opportunities and Education Mission  
for state legislators and helped facilitate the program. The trip included  
visits to holy sites, meetings with Israeli business leaders representing 
numerous industries, and participation in several cultural exchanges.  
JCRC/AJC leadership met with Consuls General in Detroit, and joined with 
six AJC regional offices for the Midwest Diplomatic Marathon in Chicago, 
where they met with the consulates of 27 countries in one day. The meetings 
included discussions on: holding Iran to account for its support of terrorism, 
advancing the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, promoting cooperation 
between Israel and Arab States, ending bias against Israel in the United 
Nations, and combating anti-Semitism. MELOA, the Middle Eastern Law 
Enforcement Officers Association, welcomed JCRC/AJC for  
two presentations on Israel, Judaism and the Jewish community. 

INSPIRING ISRAEL ACTIVISTS
Motivating the next generation of Israel activists, JCRC/AJC led a workshop 
for TSS participants (counselors-in-training) at Tamarack Camps to teach 
them how to incorporate Israel education into their work with campers.  
We led a similar session at Temple Israel with high school seniors. JCRC/AJC 
regularly interfaced during the year with local Hillels about Israel on campus 
– providing resources and also bringing the student perspective back to 
Metro Detroit. We led a session at the Michigan Israel Engagement Retreat 
at Michigan State University Hillel, and brought University of Michigan 
Hillel staff and student leaders to a JCRC/AJC board meeting to share their 
perspective. JCRC/AJC also consulted with Hillel of Metro Detroit when 
students at University of Michigan-Dearborn faced BDS activity. 

ISRAEL ADVOCACY
JCRC/AJC’s Israel advocacy work empowers Detroit Jewry to stand together  
for Israel’s security and her pursuit of peace.

David Kurzmann, Past Chair JFMD Government Relations Oversight  
Committee Dennis Bernard, State Reps. Al Pscholka and Robert Wittenberg  
at ceremonial signing of anti-BDS bills by Gov. Rick Snyder.

JCRC/AJC Past President Dr. Richard Krugel, University of Michigan Professor 
Victor Lieberman, and Rabbi Arianna Gordon meet at Temple Israel program.

The Hon. Juan Manuel Solana Morales, Consul General of Mexico (center), 
and Deputy Consul Bruno Hernandez-Piché meet with David Kurzmann,  
Seth Gould, Jordan Weiss and Nanci Rands.



5

David Kurzmann leads an Israel Advocacy training session at Camp Tamarack.

David Kurzmann and JCRC/AJC Past President Dr. Richard Krugel visit with 
U.S. Representatives Sandy Levin, Dave Trott, John Conyers and Mike Bishop 
during the breakfast for Michigan’s congressional delegation.

U.S. Representative  
Brenda Lawrence engages 
with Dr. Richard Krugel.

JCRC/AJC Government Relations Chairs Phil Neuman and Ruby Robinson 
flank State Representatives Jeremy Moss and Robert Wittenberg.

Off campus, JCRC/AJC partnered with Temple Israel to present “Israel 
in Uncertain Times,” a series featuring distinguished Israel experts 
that explored Israel’s history, its relationship to the American Jewish 
community and the threat posed to Israel’s legitimacy by BDS.  
JCRC/AJC marked the 50th Anniversary of the Six-Day War by 
publishing opinion pieces in three local newspapers, posting a series 
of historical videos on social media as part of a national education 
campaign, and joining with Farber Hebrew Day School to live-stream a 
Washington–Jerusalem commemoration featuring Israel Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. Speaker of the House Paul Ryan.

Conveying our collective priorities to elected officials and government 
leaders, JCRC/AJC, hosts meetings and briefings with area legislators, 
provides opportunities for advocacy locally and on Capitol Hill,  
and works to promote an informed electorate.

ADVANCING JEWISH INTERESTS
JCRC/AJC provided opportunities for Jewish communal leadership to 
hear from government leaders and exchange views on the U.S.-Israel 
relationship, the BDS movement, implementation of the Iran nuclear 
agreement, and growing anti-Semitism; along with services to the aged 
and disabled, affordable health care and child care. Jewish Federation 
and Jewish communal agencies met with U.S. Representatives Mike 
Bishop, John Conyers, Debbie Dingell, Brenda Lawrence, Sandy Levin, 
and Dave Trott at JCRC/AJC’s annual legislative reception.  
JCRC/AJC also convened a meeting for communal leaders with  
U.S. Senator Gary Peters’ Chief of Staff Eric Feldman and Legislative 
Director David Weinberg, and held discussions about state legislative 
priorities in meetings with State Representatives Jeremy Moss,  
Robert Wittenberg, Klint Kesto and Mike McCready. 

MOBILIZING OUR CONSTIUENCY
A delegation of JCRC/AJC leaders joined thousands of advocates from 
across the country at the AJC Global Forum. The national gathering 
included meetings on Capitol Hill with U.S. Representative Sandy Levin 
and the staffs of U.S. Representative Debbie Dingell and U.S. Senators 
Gary Peters and Joni Ernst. JCRC/AJC authored a guide for new voters, 
which was published in the Jewish News, and joined with NCJW-
Greater Detroit to host a forum at Adat Shalom Synagogue on the 
impact of redistricting. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
 

Advocating for the Jewish community is the cornerstone of JCRC/AJC,  
built on maintaining strong relationships with state and federal leaders  
and effectively representing our communal interests and agenda.
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JCRC/AJC strives to build constructive interfaith and intergroup 
partnerships by advancing dialogue, connecting Jewish Detroiters 
with their neighbors, and creating initiatives that benefit metro 
Detroit. Representing Detroit Jewry’s collective interests,  
JCRC/AJC serves as a valued and essential member of Detroit’s 
communal landscape.

STANDING UP FOR IMMIGRANTS 
JCRC/AJC stood with our immigrant neighbors in protest of Executive 
Orders on the suspension of refugee admissions and issuance of 
visas to citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries. Partnering with 
community organizations to express support immediately after 
the orders were issued, JCRC/AJC participated in a solidarity press 
conference in Southwest Detroit, co-sponsored a major rally at Detroit 
Metro airport attended by thousands, engaged in a vigil at the Muslim 
Unity Center, and issued a joint statement of support with ADL 
Michigan and Jewish Family Service. JCRC/AJC leadership also took 
part in listening sessions convened by U.S. Representatives Brenda 
Lawrence and Debbie Dingell, and spoke at an Interfaith Solidarity 
March in Canton. Uniting with the Chaldean community following 
the startling round-up of Iraqi Americans by ICE, JCRC/AJC leaders 
addressed two rallies in Detroit and encouraged Jewish community 
members to join these gatherings to express their support.

BUILDING MUSLIM-JEWISH CONNECTIONS
JCRC/AJC joined with partners in the Muslim community to 
deepen relationships and develop awareness and understanding 
through programs generously supported by The Ravitz Foundation. 
Demonstrating the power of a Muslim-Jewish friendship, Mohammed 
Al-Samawi and Dan Pincus shared the inspiring story of Mohammed’s 
rescue from war-torn Yemen by his American friends with two 
audiences in Metro Detroit: an evening for young adults sponsored 
by JCRC/AJC’s young leadership program (ACCESS) and the Muslim 
Jewish Forum of Detroit; and at a forum in partnership with the 
Michigan Muslim Community Council (MMCC). JCRC/AJC and MMCC 
presented “A Shared Future: American Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and 
Islamophobia,” which featured a series of dialogues between Wayne 
State University (WSU) Professors Howard Lupovitch and Saeed 
Khan at the Muslim Unity Center, Adat Shalom Synagogue and WSU’s 
Detroit campus. Muslim-Jewish outreach initiatives were the focus of a 
visit to Detroit by Bob Silverman, AJC’s U.S. Director of Muslim-Jewish 
Relations, who met with local Muslim and Jewish leaders. 

INTERFAITH/INTERGROUP COLLABORATION
Fostering meaningful relationships with the ethnic, religious and racial communities 
that comprise Metro Detroit, JCRC/AJC works to support our shared interests and  
to represent our community as a vital partner. 

Nancy Welber Barr, Muslim-Jewish Relations Chair Bryant Frank, Wayne State  
University Professors Howard Lupovitch and Saeed Khan, Dr. Muzammil Ahmed, 
and Alicia Chandler gather at Adat Shalom Synagogue.

Alicia Chandler moderates a discussion with Dan Pincus and Mohammed Al-Samawi.

Alicia Chandler speaks prior to the Interfaith Solidarity March from United 
Methodist Church to Masjid Bilal in Canton.
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PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE DIVERSITY
Using the story of Passover to explore acceptance and justice and to 
celebrate the shared dream of freedom and equality, JCRC/AJC hosted 
the fifth annual Diplomatic and Interfaith Leadership Seder. Juan Manuel 
Solana Morales, Consul General of Mexico, served as honorary co-chair at 
the program attended by members of Detroit’s Consular Corp and faith 
community leaders. The Muslim Unity Center was the site of an Interfaith 
Iftar, a sacred meal held daily after fasting during the holy month of 
Ramadan, co-sponsored with MMCC, the Interfaith Leadership Council and 
Sisterhood of Salam Shalom. Jewish and African American congregations 
came together at Adat Shalom Synagogue to celebrate the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. at a program co-sponsored with NAACP, AIPAC and 
Spill The Honey Organization, among others.

Leading efforts to combat childhood illiteracy and support grassroots 
activism, JCRC/AJC provides meaningful volunteer opportunities that 
strengthen our community.

TACKLING CHILDHOOD ILLITERACY
Engaging hundreds of volunteers in its mission to combat childhood 
illiteracy, JCRC/AJC’s Detroit Jewish Coalition for Literacy (DJCL) tutors 
worked with students for an average of 500 hours per week in schools 
across Detroit and throughout Oakland County. DJCL provided books for 
students and classrooms, conducted volunteer training workshops and 
a holiday gift drive for needy families, established a new summer school 
tutoring program, and facilitated new partnerships between synagogues 
and Detroit schools. Recognizing its efforts, the Detroit Public Schools 
Community District presented DJCL with a special commendation for 
providing a record number of volunteers. Dedicated to supporting  
“the need to read,” more than 700 volunteers helped Bookstock, the 
area’s biggest used book and media sale, realize record proceeds in its 
15th year, to support literacy and education projects across metro Detroit.

FOSTERING ACTIVISM
JCRC/AJC offered a host of opportunities to motivate and involve the 
community in good works. Mitzvah Day continued to thrive as the single 
largest day of community service for the Detroit Jewish community, 
with over 800 Jewish volunteers once again welcoming their Muslim 
neighbors to volunteer in place of Christian workers on Christmas Day. Our 
volunteers joined MMCC, Project Healthy Community, Repair the World, 
Summer in the City and FoodCorps in extending the spirit of Mitzvah Day 
at Detroit’s Schulze Academy to help make the school a beautiful place 
to learn. Jewish, Muslim and Christian health care providers conducted 
free health screenings at JCRC/AJC’s interfaith health fair for the parents 
and guardians of children participating in NCJW-Greater Detroit’s Back 2 
School Store in Detroit. Celebrating the legacy of an extraordinary leader 
and impassioned activist, JCRC/AJC presented its 2017 Activist Award to 
Jeannie Weiner at an event featuring Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan.  

Mr. Tadeusz Gorecki, Rev. Kamil Bober, Mrs. Eugenia Gorecki and  
Rev. Mr. Przemyslaw Bak from the Polish Mission of Orchard Lake Schools 
participate in JCRC/AJC’s Diplomatic and Interfaith Leadership Seder.

DJCL members Marcy Feldman, Sherry  
Stewart visit with workshop speaker  
Tracy Busse and DJCL Chair Sue Birnholtz.

Sammy and Stacey Bernson 
volunteer at Back Alley Bikes 
on Mitzvah Day.

Alicia Chandler and David Kurzmann flank 2017 JCRC/AJC Activist Honoree Jeannie 
Weiner and Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, featured speaker at the Activist Event.

VOLUNTEER IMPACT
The community convener for hands-on activism, JCRC/AJC brings together Detroit Jews 
for social justice initiatives that invest in the welfare and future of Metro Detroit.
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