
	  

 
6th Grade Devotional 2 

 
 
Read 1 Samuel16:1-13 
 
I remember picking teams for dodgeball. 
Every kid worries about being picked last. I 
remember one particular time when a new 
kid came to my school. He didn't look very 
athletic. In fact, he was the shortest kid in 
class and as a result he was picked last. It 
didn’t take long once we started playing to 
realize that this kid was super fast! He was all 
over the gym picking kids off one by one.  
Even when he was the last one left on his 
team, he wiped out the other side in no time 
flat. The next time we played dodge ball, he 
was first pick. 
 
The old saying goes, "You can't judge a book 
by its cover." In 1 Samuel, Saul had been 
rejected as king by God for disobeying His 
commands. Samuel was sent by God to 
Bethlehem to anoint a new king of God's 
choosing. Samuel obeyed and found Jesse, 
who God instructed Samuel to invite to 
sacrifice to the Lord. 
 
When Jesse arrived with his sons, Samuel 
immediately saw Eliab who was tall and 
strong.  Samuel assumed this is who God 
wanted to be anointed, but God told him that 
he shouldn’t look at his appearance. He tells 
Samuel that the Lord doesn’t look at the 
outward appearance of someone like man 
does, instead He looks at his heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
After Samuel looked over all of Jesse's 
sons who present, and none of them where 
who God had chosen to be king, he asked 
Jesse if he had any other sons. Jesse 
called for David, his youngest son. God 
revealed to Samuel that David was to be 
anointed.  At that moment the spirit of the 
Lord rushed upon David. Even though he 
was just a boy, not the biggest or most 
handsome of his brothers, God had chosen 
him for great works. 
 
As you get older there will be times when 
you feel awkward or out of place. You’ll start 
to care about what other people think about 
you or how you look. There will be times 
when someone telling you that, "it's what's 
on the inside that counts" won't be of much 
comfort. Remember that what matters to 
God is your heart. God looked through the 
outer appearance of David to his heart and 
saw a king! 
 
 

Parents: 

All children are beautiful in their parents’ 
eyes and it's easy for us to focus on those 
things when it comes to our kids. Take a 
moment to express to your student the 
things you see in them that are on the 
inside. Focus on things that are important to 
God. Pray with you student and encourage 
them to draw closer to God so that they will 
be ready for the works God has for them in 
the future. 
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